
College Admissions 101
March 10, 2021

Good evening! We will begin shortly. In the meantime, 

please say hi in the Q&A! Type in your name (or your 

students name) and grade level so we know what 

grades are here. 
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Tonight’s Agenda

● EC students- You can get there from here

● Trends in college admissions

● Pathways

● 4-year college option

● Financial aid overview



Class of 2020

80 Seniors

● 82% Four Year

● 8% Community College

● 1 Technical School

● 3 Military

● 4 Work, gap year



Colleges Where Our Students are Attending 2017-2020



Trends in College Admissions



Post-Secondary Options

● Community College

● Technical and Vocational Schools

● 4 Year College

● Military Service, Service Academies, ROTC

● Straight to Work

● Gap Year

● And many more!



To College or Not to College?

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics



Community College
Advantages

● Credit transfer to NJ state 
colleges, agreements

● Transitional step toward 
independence

● Good if you are still undecided 
on a major

● Short-term expense (cost per 
credit is much less than 4-year 
schools)

Drawbacks

● Credit transfer to some private 
colleges

● Limited social engagement

● Social challenges of transferring 
mid-way through college

● Long-term expense (4-year 
colleges will offer more 
scholarships to first-time freshman 
than transfer students)



Vocational/Trade Schools
● Develop a specific skill (automotive technology, hvac, dental assistant)

● Trades will be in demand!

● Shorter commitment - usually 6 months to 2 years

● Local Examples: 
○ Lincoln Tech
○ Eastwick
○ Fortis Institute
○ Parisian Beauty Academy
○ Berkeley College
○ Servant’s Heart Workmanship Training and Mentorship Program



Choosing a 4-year college



Preference or Deal Breaker?
● Identify your priorities, or values, when it comes to looking for a college/career

● Possible questions to ask yourself:

○ Do I want to stay close to family, or spread my wings?
○ Do I want 4 seasons of weather, or 12 months of summer?
○ Am I excited to be in a small school/career setting where I can meet 

everyone and get to know them? Or do I want to be a little fish in a big 
pond?

● Create a list of your top 5-10 priorities 

● Which of these priorities are preferences and which are deal breakers?



Create Your Lists
Priorities

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

PREFERENCES DEAL BREAKERS



Remember...
● Do not box yourself in with your list

● It’s okay if these things change!



Take the SAT/ACT



Standardized Testing Dates
Test Date Registration Deadline

SAT May 8 April 8

ACT April 17 March 12

SAT June 5 May 6

ACT June 12 May 7

ACT July 17 June 18

SAT August 28 Anticipated Date

SAT October 2 Anticipated Date

SAT November 6 Anticipated Date



Financial Aid Overview



Financial Aid Overview
● FAFSA

● Merit-Based

● Need-Based

● Grants/Scholarships

● Loans

● Federal Work Study



Sample Award Letter

Institutional Aid

Federal Aid

State Aid

Cost of Attendance

Total Financial Aid



Questions to Ask about Your Financial Aid
● Is it renewable? Or is this a one-time grant/scholarship?
● What is the requirement to remain eligible?
● How will my grades impact my grants/federal/state aid?
● How does the Federal Work Study program work at this institution?
● Will outside scholarships impact my financial aid?
● Do I have to apply for institutional aid?



Next Steps
Create an FSA ID

● Your “one-stop-shop” federal aid will be studentaid.gov
● Start by creating an FSA ID

○ A unique FSA ID will be needed for both student & parent
○ Your email and SSN should only be connected to ONE account

https://studentaid.gov/


Source: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/


Source: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/


Complete your FAFSA

Source: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/


Source: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/


Source: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/


Source: studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/


College Planning Timeline

Now

Create 
FSA ID

Summer 2021

Visit/Research 
Colleges

Fall 2021

Request Letters of 
Recommendation

Oct. 1, 2021

Complete 
2022-2023 FAFSA

Nov. 1 & 15, 2021

Early Action/Early Decision 
Application Deadlines

January/February 2022

Regular Decision 
Application Deadline

Spring 2022

Review Acceptances 
& Commit to a College



Announcement

geneva.edu/eastern



The EC College and Career Office is here for you!
Upcoming event: April 14th College Admissions Panel

Featuring admissions experts from Geneva College, Stevens Institute of Technology, 
Rutgers New Brunswick, and Eastern University. Email invite coming soon!

During your junior and senior year

● Individual meetings junior and senior year
● Over 70 Colleges visit EC each year 
● Financial Aid Workshop with Bill Bufkins
● College application and essay workshops



Thank you!

benfuller@easternchristian.org

catherinelang@easternchristian.org

mailto:benfuller@easternchristian.org
mailto:catherinelang@easternchristian.org


Resources
● Creating an FSA ID (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yj1Pn-shze8)

● FAFSA Overview (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUis5lityCQ)

● Types of Federal Student Aid 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pn4OECMTh5w&feature=youtu.be)

● Filling out the FAFSA (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LK0bbu0y5AM&t=1s)

● NJ State Financial Aid (https://www.hesaa.org/Pages/NJGrantsHome.aspx)

● Naviance  (student.naviance.com/easternchs)

● College Navigator  (nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator)

● My Blueprint Story  (myblueprintstory.com)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yj1Pn-shze8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUis5lityCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pn4OECMTh5w&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LK0bbu0y5AM&t=1s)
https://www.hesaa.org/Pages/NJGrantsHome.aspx
https://student.naviance.com/easternchs
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
https://myblueprintstory.com/

