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They Will Soar on Wings Like Eagles...

With this issue of The Herald we are happy to introduce Eastern 

Christian’s new logo as depicted on the front cover.

The new logo, our first in more than twenty five years, is based upon 

three themes that tell of God’s faithfulness to our school throughout its 122 

year history.  

The eagle at the center of the shield refers to the words of Isaiah 40:31, 

recounting Isaiah’s message that “...those who hope in the Lord will renew 

their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow 

weary, they will walk and not be faint.”

The shield refers to the words of Psalm 91:4 which remind us that   

“...under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield 

and rampart.”

Finally, the logo includes the year of Eastern Christian’s founding, 

1892, reminding us yet again of God’s faithfulness to a little Christian school 

founded by an immigrant community in the heart of Paterson and sustained 

through two world wars, the Great Depression, and subsequent decades of 

upheaval and social change.  

Great is his faithfulness!

The new logo is the first step in a broader re-branding strategy that will 

also include a newly developed website designed to be easier to navigate and 

more user friendly for members of the Eastern Christian community and for those searching for a high quality, Christ-centered 

education for their children.  Be on the lookout for the next phase of our re-branding effort later this spring as we continue to 

reflect upon our Lord’s great faithfulness in the past and look forward to the bright future that he has prepared for us.

As this issue of The Herald is going to print, Eastern Christian School is also celebrating its designation by the Character 

Education Partnership as a State School District of Character.  Our school is one of only forty-four schools and four school 

districts nationwide to receive this honor.  Eastern Christian’s receipt of this honor is the culmination of a more than two year 

process of documenting the teaching that takes place in our school each day about the role that Christians are called to play in 

addressing the world’s big challenges as we seek to lead transformational lives of service to the Kingdom!

We hope that you enjoy this issue of The Herald as we mark the start of a new year of engaging the mind, nurturing the 

spirit, and transforming the world!

Thomas G. Dykhouse (’76) 

Executive Director & Head of 

School
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Eastern Christian School’s new 
logo was unveiled at the Annual 

Association meeting on February 26, 
2014. It was developed in conjunction 
with Dr. Rick Newberry of Enrollment 

Catalyst in St. Petersburg, FL and 
North Star Marketing in Burlington, 

NC, two firms that specialize in work-
ing with faith-based schools through-

out the United States.
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Breaking News: EC Selected as a 2014 
New Jersey District of Character
BY RICHARD VAN YPE R EN 

Eastern Christian has been selected as a 2014 New Jersey District 

of Character by the New Jersey Alliance for Social, Emotional, 

and Character Development (NJASECD). The state recognized 

eight schools and two districts, choosing schools after a comprehensive  

application and evaluation process. 

Across the country, 44 schools and four school districts were  

recognized for excellence in character education. Due to the state  

recognition, Eastern Christian School Association's application has 

now been forwarded to the Character Education Partnership (CEP) in 

Washington, D.C. for consideration in the National Schools of Character 

Program. If Eastern Christian is determined to meet national standards, 

it will receive a five-year National School of Character award and join a  

network of schools to serve as a model for other educators, according  

to CEP.

In a letter dated January 22, 2014, William Trusheim Dachnowicz,  

president of NJASECD, wrote, "Congratulations! Because of the high quality 

of work represented in your State/National Schools of Character application, 

the New Jersey Alliance for Social, Emotional and Character Development has 

selected Eastern Christian School Association as a 2014 New Jersey District 

of Character. Your district will maintain this status for a period of three years."

Spearheaded by ECMS Dean of Students Mary Faber, ECHS  

Art Teacher Jesse Wright, and ECES Kindergarten Teacher Donna Holly,  

the school's portfolio  

application demonstrated 

excellence in eleven prin-

ciples of effective charac-

ter education. The team 

began gathering evidence 

more than two years ago in 

order to effectively prove 

a culture that offers an 

engaging, nurturing and 

transforming education.

CAMPUS NEWS

Donna Holly, Mary Faber and Jesse Wright

Second grade students reflect on the content of their character during Black History Month chapel at the elementary school. 
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ECHS National Honor Society 
BY JAEWOO PARK, '14 

On Tuesday, Oct. 22, Eastern Christian welcomed 30 incoming juniors 

and seniors into the school's chapter of the National Honor Society 

during a ceremony held in the high school auditorium, representing 

nearly 20 percent of the two classes. 

At Eastern Christian, only juniors and seniors are admitted into the society. 

Students must obtain at least a 3.5 GPA and must take at least two upper-level 

honors courses before consideration. Faculty members submit evaluations 

on each candidate and a five-person faculty council makes the final decision,  

basing admission on the four tenants of the society: scholarship, leadership, 

service and character. 

Throughout the year, members of the National Honor Society work to 

support the school community in a variety of ways. This fall, it spearheaded 

the annual Christmas Festival. In addition, NHS is in charge of planning and 

implementing other service projects, such as the all-school service day and a 

field day for elementary school students. The organization also partners with 

other groups at Eastern Christian, such as Student Senate and Micah Challenge.

Night at Jacksonville Chapel
BY BRIANA RUMSEY '14 AN D JAEWOO PARK '14

On Friday, Nov. 8, Eastern Christian's honors choir and concert 

choir teamed with the New Jersey Homeschoolers Association 

Choir in an adoption awareness concert at Jacksonville Chapel 

in Lincoln Park, NJ. The evening benefited Bethany Christian Services, a 

non-profit adoption and family service agency.

Each choir performed its own songs, and then two songs together: 

Come to the Music and the Hallelujah Chorus. EC's concert choir  

followed another director for one song. "Participating in this concert gave 

the choir an opportunity to not only see how another choir operates, but 

also to share our gifts in our community," said senior Jesse Ojeda. 

One highlight of the night included a performance from senior 

Kathryn Mae Post, who shared an original piece with the audience 

titled Time is New. "It was inspired by the idea that we are reborn after  

accepting Christ into our lives. It reflected on events of the past year that 

have forced me to turn away from my own selfish desires and focus instead 

on the unending love of Christ. If we pursue Him and make Him the focal 

point of our lives, then for us, time will truly be made new," she said. "I was  

definitely shaking a bit before I first started playing, but once I  

remembered what I was singing about and who I was singing to, I relaxed 

because I was singing not for myself or for the audience, but for God." 

 Esther Galo '15 and Rebecca Martin '15 Jennifer Streelman '14, Abigail Phillips '14 and Cheryl Steenstra '14

The combined choir performing at Jacksonville Chapel. The ECHS concert choir is directed by Mrs. Suzanne Kraai with musical accompaniment by Mrs. Sharon Van Der Heide.
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After-School Revamped
COLLABORATIVE ARTICLE BY TH E FALL JOU R NALISM CLASS

School. The place where kids learn new concepts, form relationships 

and prepare for life as an adult. But where can a child go after school 

to get extra help and nurturing to excel in this environment? Eastern 

Christian's after-school program is the answer.

The after-school program runs daily from 3-6 p.m. Students may 

attend on a regular, scheduled basis or as a drop-in as the need arises. 

The after-school program is divided up into half-hour segments, which 

includes outdoor or gymnasium activities; snack and homework help; and 

free choice and group activities. This program also now offers professional 

tennis and chess instruction, an art club, as well as weekly piano and violin 

lessons from qualified instructors for $40. 

"We have some awesome staff – and they are both EC teachers, 

which makes a huge difference. Kids are getting some great tutoring  

opportunities during the homework time," said James Anderson, Eagles 

Extended Learning Programs director. He added, "I believe it's both a 

service and an extension of Christian education. After-school programs 

provide a structured, safe, supervised place to be after school, with  

learning, fun and friendship. I think that after-school programs improve 

social skills, increase self-confidence and self-esteem, provide stronger 

relationships with peers and improve academic scores. It also teaches kids 

responsibility when it comes to their homework."

EC's after-school program averages anywhere between 15 and 25 

kids per day and is for students aged preschool through sixth grade. Run 

by director Michael McKinney and an aid, Kelly Breur, the program is 

overseen by Anderson and takes place at the elementary school.

When asked what part of the program the parents enjoy the most, 

Breur said, "The parents are always thrilled to pick up their children with 

the homework completely finished. They know they can go home and just 

enjoy the night together as a family." 

First grader Teddy Jasper and fourth grader Ethan Rinaldi with Michael McKinney

First grader Kayleigh Marshall, and kindergartners 
Olivia Fisher and Carter Groen
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College Comes to High School 
BY LEAH GEN UARIO '97

Eastern Christian ninth graders hosted a college fair at the high 

school on Thursday, Dec. 12 as part of their College and Technical 

Education (CTE) class requirement. Students in the class found a 

partner and the partners chose a school to research and promote. A variety 

of colleges were represented, including Christian schools, such as Messiah 

and Calvin; Ivy League Universities like Princeton and Harvard; and local 

campuses such as William Paterson.

"There are a couple of reasons for hosting this fair. We want freshmen 

 to begin to think about how their choices now have implications 

regarding their college options later. For the sophomores through 

seniors who visited the fair, we believe the event is an opportunity to 

support freshmen while gaining exposure to schools," said College 

and Career Counselor Jesse Struck, a guest lecturer to the class and 

organizer of the event. 

Among the many displays, freshmen Trystian Sullivan and Stacy 

Kim showcased information from SUNY Geneseo in Geneseo, NY. 

Trystian said that many students asked what the school was known 

for. "It's known as New York's public honors college," said Trystian, 

adding, "It also has strong math and sports programs."

Aside from the information gleaned on the college, the duo  said the 

project was a good reminder to focus on grades and activities during the 

high school years. Trystian also remarked that he was surprised by the 

interest in outside-of-school activities. "I am currently playing piano. 

I am surprised a college would ask about this," he said.

The college fair is just one project accomplished during the 

school's CTE class. The class, taught by Rebekah Sankey, often 

includes guest lecturers. Meant to aid freshmen in their transition 

 from middle school to high school, and then prepare them for  

life beyond school doors, the multi-faceted course also touches on  

technology skills, time management, presentation and study skills,  

resume writing and beyond. 

Brenna Duffy '17 and Lindsay Hope '17 

Andrew Brooks '17 and Sung Namgung '17

Stacy Kim '17 and Trystian Sullivan '17Steve Choi '17 and Ben Boonstra '17 speaking with Holly Tanis '14
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Winter Concert  
and Art Show
BY LEAH GEN UARIO '97

Eastern Christian High School's music and art departments  

presented its winter concert and art show on Thursday, Jan. 9. 

In the auditorium, a large crowd gathered to hear songs from 

five music groups. Chamber Orchestra and String Orchestra began 

and ended the event, with both groups directed by Cathy Clark. Pieces 

included selections by W.A. Mozart, as well as the familiar Hallelujah 

Chorus from The Messiah, by G.F. Handel and arranged by R. Meyer. 

Concert Choir and Honors Choir, directed by Suzanne Kraai with 

musical accompanist Sharon Van Der Heide, sang a wide range of songs, 

from Francesco Gasparini's Adoramus Te to the light-hearted Sleigh Ride, 

arranged by Hawley Ades. 

P A G E  6   S P R I N G  2 0 1 4

Honors Choir

Student artwork from the fall semester Erdong Shang '16
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Anchoring the night, Concert Band, directed by Robert Flim, performed four 

pieces, including International Bridge March, arranged by Lloyd Conley, and Stargazer 

by David Shaffer. 

"The concert went very well," said Flim. "The students enjoyed the evening and gave 

it their best to a very full and appreciative audience."

Across the hallway in the cafeteria, a winter art show highlighted a number of art 

pieces. The works represented the best of the fall semester for students in Art 1, ceramics, 

painting and graphic arts design classes. An outside judge was called upon to rate art in 

eight different categories, with three winners chosen per category.

"At the end of each semester, the students choose several pieces they are the 

most proud of to bring to the art show," explained Donna Aceino, art teacher. "The  

competition is to honor their hard work. It's a celebration of their accomplishments."

Barnes & Noble Concert
BY CHELSEA C AMPBELL  '16

The Eastern Christian High School Chamber Orchestra, 

as well as the Middle School Band and Choir, performed 

Dec. 4 at the Barnes & Noble in Paramus. A percentage of 

purchases from the event were donated back to the school.

Kaily Campbell, a fifth grade student, is the only one in her 

grade to play in the middle school band. Kaily played the 

cornet in the band and also sang along with her fifth and 

sixth grade classmates in the fifth and sixth grade choir.

“The concert went really well. People really enjoyed it,” 

Kaily said. One of the songs they played in band was Deck 

the Halls. 

Approximately a hundred people turned out for the event, 

including many family members and friends.

“I liked performing at a store more than performing at 

school because more people from the community could 

hear us, not just parents or family members and friends,” 

added Kaily. 

Concert Band

Sarah Mulcock '14
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Fall Play: All I Really 
Need to Know I Learned 
in Kindergarten
BY ROBYN STEGI N K '14

On Nov. 14, 15 and 16, Eastern Christian High School's drama cast 

took the stage as they made the characters of the fall drama, "All 

I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten," come alive. 

The play, based on a popular book from 1988 by Robert Fulghum, 

highlights many short vignettes with valuable life lessons. 

"The book and the play contain several short stories illustrating the 

idea that fundamental life lessons (playing fair, cleaning up after yourself, 

holding hands while crossing the street) are just as important – sometimes 

more important – in adulthood as they are in childhood," said Jane Okma, 

high school teacher and the director of the play.

The cast itself had 15 members, each playing a variety of characters. "It was a great mixture of experienced senior actors and underclassmen; great 

senior leadership and talented underclassmen. Who could ask for more?" added Okma.

Cast member  senior Megan Hickey said the play was "very cute and entertaining. Because the scenes were really short, there was a wide range 

of many characters. There were also changes in emotion through the scenes that allow you to see the connection between childhood and adult life."

The play was not only a way to share these stories and lessons with the audience, but also a chance for cast members to grow. "My favorite aspect 

of doing the play is getting to know some of the people I would never have talked to otherwise and I like becoming closer to the people I already know. 

I also just love to act," said cast member, senior Briana Rumsey.

See You at the Pole
BY LEAH GEN UARIO '97

On the morning of Wednesday, Sept. 25, several dozen Eastern Christian 

High School students woke up to alarms set 40 minutes early. At 7:30 

a.m., they gathered around the flagpole at the North Haledon campus 

to pray for family and friends, the school, the neighborhood, and the world. 

Across the nation, other students joined around their school's flagpole 

for the annual See You At the Pole event, a student-initiated movement where 

teenagers come together and pray on the fourth Wednesday in September. 

The initiative began in Texas in 1990, and has grown to include schools in the 

United States, Australia and Canada.

This year's See You At The Pole was spearheaded by junior Stephanie 

Avila and marks the first time in recent history that the school participated 

(The school previously only participated in the National Day of Prayer in 

the Spring). She first heard of the idea when she was signing up for a Student 

Opted Academic Resources (SOAR) class, a period of time in the high school 

where students can sign up to participate in enrichment activities. 

"The SOAR looked interesting to me. On the first day, I was the only stu-

dent there and I was a bit overwhelmed, but I knew it was good for the school 

to participate. After one or two meetings with just me and Mr. Uitermarkt, 

I gathered a small group of friends to work out the details," said Stephanie.

Stephanie and her friends planned the event, which included orches-

trating a time of singing and small group prayer. They also advertised 

throughout the school.

Turnout was estimated at 40 students and staff members. "It was more than 

expected. Hopefully next year, it will gain more momentum," said Stephanie. 

"The primary goal was to have community fellowship, singing and prayer. 

We were very pleased with the event and hope to continue it in future years," 

added James Uitermarkt, the teacher moderating the event.

Megan Hickey '14 Krystal Rodriquez '14, Kathryn Post '14, Joshua Ashkinazi '14, Briana 

Rumsey '14, Sarah Mulcock '14, Hannah Furman '16, Michael Vriesema '16,  Scott 

Steenstra '17, Mark Van Reeth '16, Amanda Vincenti '16, Kimona Dussard '16 Jeanae 

Dedio '16, Ashley Knudsen '16, Christina Poliandro '17

(L-R) Tekmatei Shimphrui '17, Stephanie Avila '15, Taylor Herman '15, Morgan Herman 

'15, Jayna Van Buiten '15, Jesse Ojeda '14, Joel Apol, Kathryn Post 14, Robyn Stegink '14, 

Mackenzie Wiegers '16, Rebecca Wiegers '14.
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Schools Bond Over Bugs
BY ABBY KU DE R '14

Last year in Liesl Botbyl's science class, seventh grade students came up with the idea to teach 

younger students. They were challenged to pick something first graders were learning about 

and prepare science-related lessons to use the following school year. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 29, their hard 

work paid off, as the now-eighth 

graders hopped on a bus bound for 

the elementary school. Armed with 

books, games, magnifying glasses 

and other educational materials, they 

came well prepared to teach younger 

students about the six-legged creatures  

commonly referred to as bugs. 

"This activity was a great opportunity for my students to plan a variety of lessons that 

would be exciting to first graders while at the same time teaching them concepts about bugs. 

They were slightly nervous about teaching kids they didn't even know, but within minutes, 

many of them formed special friendships with their buddies and are begging to go back 

again in the spring," said Botbyl.

While the day was valuable for the students-turned-teachers, the first graders also 

walked away with a fun learning experience. Regarding the day, first grade teacher Ellen 

Ritsma saw merit beyond educational pursuits. "I love it when two schools come together 

like this," she said. "It brings a better sense of community to the schools and it joins the 

schools into one body."

EC Students Take on Math
BY JAME S CHOI '14

A world without math class may sound appealing to many people, but some students 

at Eastern Christian High School voluntarily sign up for extra math work. 

Math Club completes a competition every month during Student Opted 

Academic Resources (SOAR) activity period. This monthly competition at school prepared 

club members to complete a greater challenge in November. The group traveled to Seton 

Hall University to participate in its Joseph W. Andrushkiw Competition on Nov. 23, 2013, 

an annual event named after a former professor at the university.

 The Joseph W. Andrushkiw Competition is a 90-minute test drawing nearly 200 high school 

students across the state. There are 16 questions that cover topics including Algebra, Geometry, 

Trigonometry, Theory of Equations, Combinatory and Probability. During the test, participants 

must solve these questions solely from their knowledge. There are no calculators allowed. 

Cash prizes were awarded for first place through fifth place, though EC students did not place 

in the top five. It was a different kind of competition compared to the monthly competition. Senior 

Jeremiah Castro said, “It was very interesting to compete with students from all over New Jersey.”

To help students practice, Seton Hall University posted questions and answers from previous 

competitions. Here is an example from the 2007 exam: "The angles of a (convex) quadrilateral are 

in the ratio 4:5:7:8. Find the degree measure of the largest angle of the quadrilateral." (The answer, 

for those who are trying to figure this out sans calculator, is 120 degrees). 

Eighth grader Colby Campbell reading a 
bug book to first graders.

Jeremiah Castro '14, Jennifer Streelman '14, Qichen Fan '17, 

Tianqi Xie '15, Kerong (Kelsey) Li '15

Middle school students Clay Sietsma, Steve Blanco 
and Becky Parker teach elementary school students.



Training a child in the way they should go is not a solo endeavor. 

Undergirding the mission of Eastern Christian is a simple  

philosophy: Christian education works best when in partnership 

with parents and the church. This belief spurred two high school faculty 

members on a trip to Korea and China in November. Despite the original 

intentions, however, the duo said the Lord added to their agenda. 

"The reason we went is because of the belief that the church,  

family and school are working together. Families couldn't believe we came 

all the way to China and Korea to see them. It had an impact on their 

friends. Their friends couldn't believe we came just for the families. All of a  

sudden, everyone wanted to meet us," said Kathy 

Kim, international student advisor.

EC faculty met with 20 current student 

families and 27 prospective students. Ruth 

Kuder, international student program direc-

tor, said the number of prospective meetings 

was a surprise. "It happened in a variety of 

ways," she explained. "Sometimes another  

family would tag along on a current  

meeting; sometimes a current 

parent would ask if we could 

come back the next day to meet a 

friend; and occasionally, parents 

would set up meetings with 

prospective families in other 

cities along our travel route." 

"In one case, a prospective family took a 5-hour train ride to Beijing 

to meet us," added Kuder. "In another, a current parent meeting led to 

four additional meetings with prospective students."

Over the course of two and a half weeks, the pair visited five cities 

in China, with an itinerary based upon where current student families 

live: Shanghai, Beijing, Shenzhen, Chengdu, and Kunming. In a country 

historically known to restrict religious activity, Kim and Kuder were  

bolstered by the Christian community they discovered and the  

enthusiasm for a Christian education. 

Left over from the Ming and Qing dynasties, the Forbidden City in Beijing was once home to emperors and their households. 

A dragon statue in Beijing, thought to guard 

the Forbidden City

Parents Hong-Wei Sie and Pao-Chien Hung in Taiwan, flanked by EC staff members Ruth 

Kuder and Kathy Kim. Currently, all three of the Sie children are enrolled at Eastern Christian. 

Partnering in 
China and Korea

BY LEAH GEN UARIO '97
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"People in China were excited for the opportunity for Christian  

education. They were overwhelmed to hear about schools who intention-

ally work to develop the whole person," said Kuder.  

The trip continued outside of mainland China, with stops in Taipei, 

Taiwan; and Seoul and Busan, South Korea. 

Although not intentionally a trip to strengthen international  

enrollment numbers, traveling to these destinations resulted in a  

minimum of 10 new students enrolled in the middle school and high 

school starting in January, according to Kuder. 

"Our vision for Christian education needs to reflect the kingdom of 

God. His kingdom extends far beyond northern New Jersey, and it is our 

privilege to welcome brothers and sisters from across the world. While 

we have much to offer them, they have much to offer us, and God is using 

us all to be transformed in the service of his kingdom." 

P A G E  1 1   S P R I N G  2 0 1 4

A tai chi martial arts performance in the streets of Shanghai. 

Parents Yue Long Chen and Su Fang Chen on a subway in Taiwan. 

f
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From India to EC
BY LEAH GEN UARIO '97

Christians account for a mere 2.3 percent of the Indian population, according 

to the most recent census data published by the Government of India in 2001. 

Despite the small overall percentage, several northeastern states within the 

nation are currently home to large Christian populations. The rich Christian 

heritage in these states can be traced back to the work of missionaries, arriv-

ing as early as the late 1800s. 

A new freshmen enrolled at Eastern Christian, Tekmatei Shimphrui was born 

in a small village within the state of Manipur, a northeast region with a 34 

percent Christian population, according to census data. Like many men and 

women of faith before her, Tekmatei hopes to one day return to her village 

and tell others about the love of Jesus Christ.

"I want to be a missionary because I was taken care of by a missionary," she 

said. "I also hope to teach English at the school in my village. God knows 

what is going on with society, and with India. I believe he wants to change it. 

I especially know He loves me very much."  

Tekmatei's road to Eastern Christian is an unusual one. The youngest of seven 

children and born to a family of modest means, she was invited by her uncle 

at age nine to live at Precious Children Home. Three days away by train, the 

Christian hostel was connected to her uncle's seminary and located in south-

ern India. "My uncle took some of the villagers to have a  better education. 

Seven of us went," she explained.

It was at this hostel that Tekmatei first met Laura. Laura was a young mission-

ary commissioned by a Baptist church in Virginia for a one-year stay. Among 

her other duties, she orchestrated chapel at Precious Children Home. Many 

of the other students did not know English, but Tekmatei, having learned it 

from her village school, could translate Laura's services. 

"We formed a great relationship," said Tekmatei. "One day she asked me if I 

wanted to come over to the United States and study here. I didn't have any idea 

how it would go, but I said okay, fine. I will go because I love you and trust you."

Laura has since relocated to New Jersey, and in September, Tekmatei started 

as a new student at Eastern Christian – currently the only international student 

from India. Her first impressions have been stellar. "I never thought it would 

be like this. It's amazing. I never dreamed I would be coming here and meeting 

lots of American friends and international students. I've never met as many 

great teachers as I have met here. It's been a great blessing."



BY SE BASTIAN PI E RR E '16, HYU N J I N R E E '14 AN D CH LOE KIM '14

Eastern Christian offers a unique program that provides the 

opportunity for domestic and international students to  

understand each other's worlds more and develop relationships 

with teenagers from different cultures. This is accomplished through 

various events and community-building activities.

"Making friends can be hard in school because you are going from 

class to class. These events give domestic and international students an 

opportunity to do something fun together, open up and share experi-

ences, so they can develop friendships. That way, when they see each 

other in school they are more comfortable with each other," said Kathy 

International Student Trips
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Top row, L-R: Mr. Adam Culp, Seung Bum Choi '17, Matthew Lee '14, Yoseop Kim '16, John Lenahan '16, Max Heo '15, Qifeng Li '14, Tianhe Huang '14, Enfang Qiu '14,  
Qichen Fan '17, Daniel Sie (middle School), Emilee Kim (alumni), Marco Liao '17, Megan Kim '15, Katee Kim (alumni), Gina Kim '16, Justin Kim (middle school),  
Eun Jung Kim '16, Stacy Kim '17, Brianne Remy '15, Jonas Culp (elementary school), Alex Culp (elementary school), and Hudson Culp (elementary school).

Kylie Kim '16, Brad Leenjtes '16, Brian Lineweaver '16, John Veenstra '16

Picture credit: Kate Culp



Kim, international student advisor. Several trips took place during the 

fall and winter. 

Students set out on Oct. 21 to Koreatown in Palisades Park, with  

80 high school and middle school students in attendance. One of the 

highlights was the food. For example, seniors Joshua Ashkinazi and 

Nick Steiginga enjoyed Galbi and Bulgogi. Both entrees consist of grilled,  

marinated beef.

On Saturday, Dec. 7, 44 international students and student  

ambassadors traveled to Bryant Park, NYC for another adventure, this 

time, to ice skate. A final trip of the year culminated on December 29, 

when students left on a three-day trip to Stowe, VT for skiing.
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Ye ji Lee  
Profile
BY LEAH GEN UARIO '97

On most Sunday mornings, you 

can find senior Ye ji Lee leading 

praise and worship time at her 

church. But it wasn't always 

that way. Ye ji's journey to Christ 

included a trip halfway around 

the world.

Ye ji enrolled at Eastern Christian 

in January of her freshmen year. 

As a younger child, she went to 

church in South Korea, but by her 

admission, "it was only because 

of my friends." She was mostly interested in the church's flea market nights 

for children, where kids could 'purchase' small trinkets with fake money. "I 

went to the services too, but I never listened to the sermon, because I didn't 

get it," she added.

Her family heard about the school system from her mother's co-worker. The 

co-worker knew a Korean family from Paramus, NJ, and she relayed informa-

tion about Eastern Christian. Because the school's tuition was more afford-

able than other private schools the family was considering, her parents 

decided to enroll her here.

Eventually, Ye ji moved in with the same family who had first spoken about 

Eastern Christian and they became her guardians. "My guardian was praying 

for me before I was a Christian. She always made me memorize Bible verses 

every morning. I really didn't want to do it because I was not a Christian. I 

didn't understand what God has done for us, so first, I was a little annoyed." 

Besides teaching Ye ji to learn Bible verses, her guardian also invited her to 

the youth group at church. She resisted at first. Eventually though, Ye ji said 

a loneliness and an uncertainty about who she was and what her future held 

propelled her to try it. "So I went there. That first time changed  my life," Ye 

ji said.

Ye ji dedicated her life to following Jesus in the winter of her sophomore year. 

The following year, she assumed leadership over her church's praise team. 

She also sings in the school's choir. 

Out of all the things she notices about Eastern Christian, she is most grate-

ful for her teachers. "They have a deep faith that I don't have, because I just 

became a Christian two years ago." 

She added that a recent fundraising event for Bethany Christian Services she 

attended with the school choir had a major impact in her walk with Christ. 

"I learned that for Christians, the family is one of the most important things. 

Families are important. It had a huge impact on me and I repented myself. I 

felt really thankful that Eastern Christian offered that opportunity to support 

them."
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Students Fight Against Human Trafficking
BY E MMA HAGEDOOR N, '16

The number of human trafficking victims at any one time is  

conservatively estimated at 2.5 million people, according to 

data published by the United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime. Considered modern-day slavery, the agency reports that sexual  

exploitation is the most common form of human trafficking, capturing  

an estimated 79 percent of the market.

Though the concept seems a world away to most Eastern Christian 

families, the trade is practiced even in the United States. With the  

support and guidance of high school dean Christina Bucci, two 

seniors – Jennifer Tartini and Bethany Kuiken – are raising awareness  

and funds to fight human trafficking.

Bethany's interest in the cause was sparked by a Christian documen-

tary she saw with her brother titled Nefarious: Merchant of Souls. "After 

the video, I just went up to my room and cried in my bed. I mourned for 

all the girls that were trapped in the trafficking industry, and grieved for 

all the spiritually-lost traffickers that were taking advantage of literally 

millions of girls," said Bethany. "The Lord put a passion in my heart to 

fight against it."

Her friend, Jennifer, also felt a need to fight against the worldwide 

phenomena. "I really feel that it's God's calling for me to help these girls. 

We could have the power to stop it," she added.

This fall, a number of initiatives were set into motion. To raise  

awareness, the school hosted a chapel addressing human trafficking and 

also prepared an all-school devotional read in each classroom at the start 

of the day. For those students particularly passionate about doing more, 

a group regularly met during Student Opted Academic Resource time 

(SOAR) to brainstorm further ways to get involved.

Putting passion into practice, change jars were set up throughout 

the high school as part of a "Loose Change to Loosen Chains" fundraiser. 

Bethany and Jennifer have also spearheaded additional fundraisers, 

including a clothing drive in November and baked good sales during 

sporting events. The fall initiatives netted nearly $1000 toward the cause. 

The girls plan on continuing their fight throughout the school year. 

Recently, they organized a Human Trafficking Awareness night on Feb. 8, 

which included speakers, performance and art. The event was free, but the 

students sold t-shirts and jewelry to raise funds. 

L-R from top: Samantha Boonstra '16, Taylor Faber '15, Ms. Tina Bucci, Angely Montilla '15, Jenna Struyk '14, Jennifer Tartini '14, 
Bethany Kuiken '14, Erin Vander Plaat '17, Abigail Phillips '14, Alyssa Botbyl '17, Breanna Ricketts '17, Stephanie Avila '15,  
Lyndsey Smith '15 (Bottom) Nicole Tartini '16, Tori Kasper '15, Carlin Sietsma '16, Aleah Nieshalla '15, Trystian Sullivan '17

TRANSFORMING THE WORLD
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Collecting for Operation Christmas Child
LEAH GEN UARIO '97

Driven in by trucks, delivered via boats, and sometimes even carried on the backs of animals, Operation Christmas Child has traveled to more 

than 130 countries delivering goody-laden shoeboxes to children since 1993. Among the estimated  100 million boxes delivered this year, 

more than 40 are thanks to the in-school efforts of Eastern Christian students.

At the middle school, students and families were encouraged to bring in items that could be placed in a shoebox. These included hygiene items, 

school supplies, and toys. On Tuesday, Nov. 19, ECMS small group leaders coordinated a shoebox building and wrapping time.  In the end, 36 shoe-

boxes were completed and students took the time to pray for the eventual recipients of the boxes.

"It was a way for student small group leaders to mobilize the resources of the entire student 

body and in a small way live out our mission of transforming the world. It cultivates the idea of 

doing small things that make a big difference," said Andrew Culp, middle school principal. 

Jenna Beverly's second graders also worked together to create shoeboxes for Operation 

Christmas Child as a closing project to their unit about kindness. Over several weeks, students 

brought in items for either a boy or a girl and families made contributions that completely  

covered the shipping costs of $7 per box. The class finished with seven completed boxes, which 

were delivered to the local drop-off site at Hawthorne Gospel Church.

Along with a shoebox, recipients receive Bible-related books in their own language, coupled 

with an invitation to join a class at a local church. The goal of the project is simple. According to 

Samaritan's Purse, the ministry which orchestrates the global project, it's to "experience God's 

love through the power of simple shoebox gifts."

(L-R)Middle schoolers Sidney Zamor, Jax Revfi, Michael 

Kuehlke, James Klas, James Blanco, Chris Boodaghian, 

Dylan Olsen, Brayden Vogel, Jon Ericksen, Luke Vulpone, 

Spencer Langelaar, Christian De Block

The middle school collected 
enough materials for 36 boxes.

Small group leader Trevor Miller.

Second graders (top row) Grace Sehulster, Charlie Veenema, Olivia Dunwoody, Alyssa Baitzel, Sasha Pollock, 

(middle row) Luke Anema, James Wiegers, Marjorie Kingslow, Charlotte Van Goor, Lucas Genuario  

(bottom row) Gracie Barry, Sophia Kim, Jaden Ritsma, Nehemiah Rhee, Sarena Lee pose with their shoeboxes  
for Operation Christmas Child. 
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Ho-Ho-Hosting Paterson Youth  
At The Annual Christmas Festival
BY LEAH GEN UARIO '97

A second grader from PS#24 in Paterson and a second-year attendee, 

Evan was a veteran to the Christmas Festival. His buddy this year 

was Eastern Christian High School junior, David Dolfi. As they 

worked together to slather icing on a cookie and overload its circumference 

with marshmallows, sprinkles and  Gummy Bears, Evan reflected on his  

favorite part of the event.

"I like to see Santa," he replied, stuffing another marshmallow into the 

white icing as the antlers of his handmade Rudolf hat bounced along. And 

then the moment got better. As if on cue, Santa and Mrs. Claus – high school  

students Luke Pecoraro and Angie Varney – made their debut. Evan first had 

to work out a little matter of business with the jolly man in the red suit. It seems 

his request for an iPad had been ignored last year. Santa's excuse seemed to 

suffice, however, and Evan bid farewell warmly: "Bye Santa, see you next year!"

Like his child Evan, David Dolfi is also a veteran to the annual event. 

His favorite part? "Just going around with the kids. Every kid, every year, 

has been awesome."

On Friday, Dec. 6, Eastern Christian High School played host to 

approximately 240 first and second graders from PS#24 in Paterson. 

Overseen by James Uitermarkt and orchestrated by members of the 

National Honor Society, the event provides a way for high school students 

to serve and minister to younger children. There are plenty of opportuni-

ties for fun, food and games, but most importantly, the event provides an 

opening to share the real gift of Christmas: Jesus Christ.

Journalism students Kendra Visbeen '14, Abigail Kuder '14, Yeji Lee '14, Seonjae Cho '14, Chloe Kim '14, Mackenzie Wiegers '16, 

Jaewoo Park '14, Hyun Jin Ree '14, Dianni Hall '14, Chelsea Campbell '16 and Emma Hagedoorn '16 take a break from decorating to 

pose for a picture. 

Cookie decorating station.

continued on page 17
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"The Christmas Festival is all about sharing the love of Christ to our 

guests. It is possible to combine fun and faith and to celebrate the true  

meaning of Christmas. Our high school students, faculty and staff love the 

kids from School 24," said Uitermarkt, "I am so proud with how the entire EC 

community – both students and teachers – embrace these children and make 

this truly a memorable day for all."

This year, the Christmas festival began around 11 a.m., as the  

elementary-aged students shuffled off the buses. Once matched with an 

ECHS buddy, they enjoyed a program in the auditorium, which included 

familiar Christmas songs, a skit and a dance. The excitement was palpable; 

pockets of red and green danced in the aisles while others stood in place 

and clapped to the tunes. After lunch, small groups of children congregated 

in classrooms to complete a host of Christmas-themed activities. These 

included things such as craft-making, cookie decorating and games. Before 

the children hopped back on the bus, their ECHS match-ups presented them 

with a present valued at approximately $10-$15. 

What part of the day was most enjoyable? Well, that depended on  

the child. For example, first grader Andrea, who toured the activities with 

sophomore Sarah Martin for the day, decided toys were her favorite part. 

Another child at the table felt differently, stating it was definitely eating the 

Gummy Bears. Or, on second thought, maybe decorating the cookies. Or 

actually, maybe it was everything.

No matter what activity was most popular, it was a fun day for all ages. 

As the school bell rang, signaling the end of the final activity, second grader 

Santiago jumped to his feet and summed it all up: "It was the best day ever!"

Warm Clothing Drive
By Leah Genuario '97

Formed in 1998 as an extension of Paterson-based Madison Avenue Christian 

Reformed Church, Madison Avenue Crossroads Community Ministries states 

its mission is: "Meeting needs...transforming lives...by the power of Jesus." 

The organization accomplishes this in a variety of ways, ranging from food 

pantries, to ESL classes, to childcare. 

For a second year in a row, Eastern Christian Elementary School has partnered 

with this ministry to provide new and gently used outerwear – hats, mittens, 

scarves, coats and ear muffs. This year's donation drive spanned from early 

December through mid-January and was initially rolled out during a chapel 

service. 

"Last year, we tied it into our theme of One Body in Christ, and asked students 

to bring in outerwear based on their class' assigned body part. This year, our 

theme was Spread the Warmth. It's part of our core values of serving oth-

ers and embracing community. We are helping others and showing Christian 

compassion. It also teaches kids that even at a young age, they can be a part 

of showing God's love," said Debra Veenstra, teacher and head of the special 

projects committee. 

At the end of the drive, a small group of children are selected to take part in 

delivering the clothes to the ministry headquarters in Paterson.  This includes 

loading the clothes into garbage bags, carrying them onto boxes and hearing 

a presentation from Crossroad Ministry's executive director, Thomas Henion, 

and secretary, Marlene Marocco. 

"Students learn that they are 'butlers' in Christ,'" said Gina Paterson, a 

teacher and one of the primary EC liaisons between the school and ministry. 

"The children serve others by folding the winter items on tables and organizing 

them for the children and their families. They also take time as a group to pray 

for those who will be blessed by this cause."

Junior David Dolfi and Evan

Elementary school students drop off warm clothing at Madison Avenue 
Crossroads Community Ministries.

continued from page 16
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Rubber Bands Raise Money for Charity
DIAN N I HALL '14

Making more than $300 selling rubber band bracelets doesn't seem like an easy thing to do. Yet 

two eighth graders at Eastern Christian Middle School, Addie Peretti and Christina Pilusso, 

have managed to do so for a good cause. 

At ECMS, all students are required to participate in the MAD project, an acronym for Make 

A Difference. From November to May, each grade finds different ways to raise money for different  

organizations. Fifth and sixth grades raise money for Habitat for Humanity, seventh grade people with  

disabilities, and eighth grade to fight against poverty. This is a project done every year, yet this year these two 

girls – Addie and Christina – have managed to raise a good sum of money selling Rainbow Loom bracelets. 

Rainbow Loom bracelets are easy-to-make, colorful, rubber band bracelets that have recently been all 

the rage. Addie and Christina had the smart idea of using this fad as a way to raise money for New Hope 

Community Ministries. 

They've sold bracelets for $2 each at multiple school functions, such as the middle school concert 

and the high school play. They've also sold Rainbow Loom bracelets door-to-door at school, encouraging 

teachers and students to support the cause. 

Christina and Addie have also found other ways to raise money, like having bake sales during recess. 

These two girls aren't the only ones involved; they have had an abundant amount of help from their friends. 

Their friend Clara in particular has been a huge help, they said. She helps to make and sell bracelets. Their 

efforts have totaled more than $300 and the girls plan on continuing to raise funds.

Both girls were excited about the progress they have made and could not wait to keep up the hard work. 

When asked why this fundraiser has been such a success, Addie said, "It's hard to say no to two adorable girls raising money for a good cause."

Bracelets for a Good Cause

Like many elementary-aged children today, fourth grader Matthew Soder 

enjoys weaving rubber band bracelets with his Rainbow Loom. A great way 

to pass the time, Matthew created bracelets this summer while traveling to 

and attending his uncle's wedding in Virginia. He didn't realize, however, that this 

simple hobby would soon turn into a school-wide service project.

"In Virginia, I made a bracelet for this couple. The guy asked me for twenty 

more bracelets, so I made twenty more. Then he asked for forty more," said Matthew.

Matthew learned the man worked every weekend from Thanksgiving through 

December delivering candy canes to children in an economically depressed area 

of New York State. He wanted to give bracelets along with the candy. Since he  

sometimes saw hundreds of kids in one day, Matthew realized his efforts were not 

going to be enough. That's when he employed the help of his entire school.

"I was able to announce it in chapel. I said, there's poor kids in New York [who 

would like bracelets]," explained Matthew. 

The response was excellent, and elementary-aged students from kindergarten 

through fourth grade got to work. In the end, 380 bracelets were donated. 

The huge outpouring wasn't a surprise to Matthew, who expressed complete 

confidence in his school mates. "I knew there were a lot of people who did bracelets. They made them, and then when they saw me they would shove 

them into my pockets for the boxes." 

Eighth graders Addie Peretti and  
Christina Pilusso have raised more than 
$300 for New Hope Community Ministries.

Kindergartener Zachary Soder and fourth grader 
Matthew Soder pose with the many bracelets 
donated by elementary school students.
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Food Drives on  
All Three Campuses
BY LEAH GEN UARIO '97

Walking down the hallways of Eastern Christian campuses, one 

would expect to see evidence of typical student food staples: 

juice boxes, snacks in baggies, and sandwiches. But what 

about boxes of cereal, cans of soup and pasta mixes? Depending on the 

time of year, those food items are equally prevalent. All three campuses 

have hosted food drives for various causes this year. 

New Hope Community Ministries is a local non-profit whose mission 

reads, "through the love of Christ, we build restorative relationships with 

individuals and families in our community, empowering them to move from 

crisis to self-sufficiency." Among its programs, the organization operates a food pantry at its location in Prospect Park, NJ. 

Both the middle school and high school have partnered with New Hope to help supply its food pantry. The middle school organized a food drive 

in January and February, while the high school completed a food drive in December.

The high school's efforts were led by students involved in the Micah Challenge group. "The group is inspired by Micah 6:8. We focus on helping 

out people who are in need of mercy or bringing awareness to social issues," explained senior Rachel Campbell, a member of the group. 

The elementary school, through the PTO, runs a food drive throughout the school year. "We collect food for the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation in 

Midland Park the first week of each month, all year long. Cancer patients and their families benefit from the donation," said Sandra Bottge, elementary 

school principal. "Students bring their donations to school and place them in a bin in the front hallway."

Art Students Raise $2000
BY JAME S CHOI

Five Eastern Christian High School students – seniors Justin Miller, Jordan 

Pellegrino, Jenna Struyk, Matt Van Eck, and junior Hana Schwartz – 

were invited to a Touch the World fundraiser banquet on Oct. 22 to create 

a painting on stage. A sixth participant, Beth Wright, the wife of EC art teacher 

Jesse Wright, completed the group. 

The purpose of the performance, initially, was to serve as a transition to 

bridge the informal dinner portion of the night with the more structured closing  

program. Using six colors and a large canvas, the group began to paint an 

image upside down. In the end, the colors met together and the canvas was  

positioned upright to reveal the painting. Jordan Pelligrino concluded by  

sharing how Eastern Christian, through missions, seeks to transform the world. 

"Because the painters were all in black for the performance, the banquet 

organizers asked if they could help as stage hands afterwards. I was really proud of these students because they were willing to serve in any capacity. While 

they were serving, excitement about the piece continued and they were eventually asked if Touch the World could auction off the piece," explained Wright. 

Bidding started at $200, but quickly escalated, eventually selling for $2000. "We were extremely intimidated that the bidding opened at $200, and 

awestruck when it sold," added Wright.

All proceeds are split between Touch the World and ECHS short-term missions trips. On its web site, http://www.ttwbanquet.org/, the organization offers a 

short video of the performance and the opportunity to purchase original reproductions and note cards. Currently, three paintings have been sold for $250 each.

ECHS students Hana Schwartz '15, Jenna Struyk '14,  
Jordan Pellegrino '14, Matt Van Eck '14 and Justin Miller '14 

at the Touch the World banquet in October.

Middle school students Joseph Bucci, Vladimir Medina, Michael Ferro and Garrett 

Borduin. In addition to collecting food for New Hope Community Ministries, eighth graders 
also supplied "Bags of Blessings" filled with toiletries, water bottles, snacks and notes of 
encouragement for men at the Good Shepherd Mission in Paterson.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

Students Soar with Help from Eagles Learning Center

What was a vision for Eastern Christian School several years ago, 

has fast become a reality for students and staff alike at the Eagles 

Learning Center in North Haledon. Established in the fall of 2012 

as a innovative way to serve both the families of students attending Eastern 

Christian as well as the broader community of all local children and their 

families, the Center is seeing the positive results of its efforts.

In order to support community families, the Eagles Learning Center, 

under the direction of Luke Van Denend, offers a wide variety of programs 

and activities that provide educational support for kids with unique learning 

needs and those who need a little help.

The Eagles Learning Center’s (ELC) doors are open to anyone in  

kindergarten through 12th grade who has questions about essentially any 

subject covered in school.  The tutors who work at ELC are concerned with 

more than just a student’s success; they also work to instill self-confidence in 

every person who attends the learning center.

In addition to helping students gain a better understanding of subjects 

continued on page 21

ELC Director Luke Van Denend (center) and ELS tutors help students prepare for final exams, SATs and the TOEFL.
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such as math, science and English, the ELC tutors host specialized workshops 

throughout the year, focusing on areas that a typical school day may not cover. 

ELC has hosted creative writing, Spanish conversation and college application 

workshops throughout the year.  Many of these ideas came from individuals 

with a passion for either teaching or learning more about a topic.

Also offered is test prep, including courses revolving around the SAT and 

ACT, TOEFL-the most popular examination for North American English-

and the COOP exam- the most popular examination for North American 

English. We are excited by the widespread success of the students who have 

been involved in the SAT program thus far, as witnessed by the significant 

score increases to date.

ELC has also launched the Intensive English Institute which offers a  

three-week English studies program for students preparing to enter the 

American education system. 

Located in North Haledon, NJ, the ELC is headed up by Luke Van 

Denend, a Calvin College graduate and a resident of Hawthorne.  Luke and 

his wife Alison, an EC graduate, attend Covenant Christian Reformed Church.  Luke has a staff of 11 tutors who all hold a bachelor’s degree and are specialized 

in the field he or she teaches.  Currently there are 31 active students attending ELC with daily inquiries for admission to the program.

For more information about the Eagles Learning Center, contact Luke Van Denend, Director, at info@eagleslearningcenter.org or call 973- 310-3205.

School Unveils New 
Boarding Program
BY ABBY KU DE R '14

Eastern Christian is always looking for new opportunities to expand the 

scope of its education, whether it be exploring new countries or seeking 

partnerships 45 minutes over the Hudson River. Guided by EC's mission 

statement – engaging the mind, nurturing the spirit, transforming the world – 

the school has unveiled a new program. With a booming international student 

program and many host families, EC has launched a program where students 

from the Metro-New York area can enroll in the school.

EC has developed a great host family program as part of the International 

program and there are enough families willing to host more local students as well.  

It is a short trip across the river to NYC and it’s possible to schedule a bus or van 

twice a week to shuttle the students back and forth from the city area.  Students 

would stay with their hosts four nights a week. Then on Friday night, they would 

travel home to spend the weekend with their family.

Vice-Principal and International Student Director, Ruth Kuder, said “This is 

a great opportunity to provide Christian education to a new large group of people.”  

There are few private, Christian schools in New York and its surrounding area. The ones that 

do exist are very expensive.  The schools cost up to tens of thousands of dollars more than EC’s tuition. Kuder 

also said that she is “excited to provide this opportunity to a whole new group of students.”

We have started to advertise the program in churches in NYC and the surrounding area. The program is open for 

enrollment starting in January of 2014, but the program expects to be fully up and running with students in September 2014.

continued from page 20

To enhance his education at Eastern Christian, Daniel, one of 
our international students from China, works with Lindsay on 
advanced ESL.



ditto completes Successful 
Third Year

ditto of North Jersey LLC completed its third year of operation in September 2013 with very 

positive results.  We are excited to announce that our sales for the past year exceeded $472,000 

from the sale of over 200,000 individual items ranging from books to clothing, toys, furniture and 

many other miscellaneous items.  As a result of this incredible activity, ditto was able to cover all 

of its operating expenses for the year, put some funds in reserve for future expansion and make a 

donation of $125,000 to Eastern Christian School for the 2012-2013 school budget. 

 According to the bylaws, ditto is also to share a portion of its annual profits with local 

organizations who partner with ditto in supporting community needs.  Based on the operating 

results of the past year, an amount of $13,000 was allocated to the following organizations:

North Haledon Fire Department, North Haledon Ambulance, North Haledon Public 

Library, Paterson Habitat for Humanity, Jericho Road Men’s Shelter, New Hope Ministries and 

the ECSA Angel Fund.

We are indebted to the many volunteers who daily commit their valuable time to this  

ministry.  Without their dedicated support, we would not be able provide the financial support 

for our school and the other ministries.  We thank God for His blessing on this ministry from 

the very first day of operation by providing the leadership, volunteer staff, donors and shoppers  

who make this all possible. We pray that ditto will continue to thrive in 2014 and beyond to 

provide valuable support for His Kingdom work in our area.

The Foundation Office recently 

held a Dining With Friends 

fundraiser.  On and around 

October 26, 2013 groups of individ-

uals gathered together for delicious 

food and wonderful fellowship in 

support of Eastern Christian School.  

Dinner hosts invited guests who in lieu of a hostess gift brought monetary  

donations for EC. The menu and style of the parties varied and hosts were very creative 

with the guest lists as well.  There were parties of past parents whose children played on 

the same sports team years earlier, parents from a current sports team, members of a 

baseball league and their spouses, and a party inviting parents whose children share a 

common bus route, just to name a few.

In total over 100 people participated in a Dining With Friends event as a host or guest 

and the event raised over $6,800.00 for Eastern Christian.  Thank you to all the wonderful 

hosts and guests who made Dining With Friends a success!

EVENTS
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Upcoming  
Fundraising Events
Denim & Diamonds Auction Gala

Wednesday, May 7

Come out and enjoy a dazzling evening of fellowship 

and fundraising! Dress in your favorite jeans and ‘bling’ 

and get ready for a bidding frenzy.  Visit ecdenimand  

diamonds.com for details and to purchase tickets

Golf Outing

Monday, May 19, 2013

Black Bear Golf Club, Franklin, NJ

Enjoy an afternoon of golf, followed by a delicious 

dinner. Advertise your business with a hole sponsor-

ship!  Visit easternchristian.org for more details and 

to sign up!

Ongoing
Shaklee

When you make a purchase from the online Shaklee 

store, EC will benefit!

To view products and place an order, simply go to:  

www.ec.myshaklee.com and click on SHOP. Last  

school year, Shaklee donated $1,100 to EC! 

OneCause.com

Click. Shop. Contribute.  

Start your shopping at OneCause.com and EC received 

a percentage of your purchase – at no extra cost to you. 

Hundreds of well-known merchants are available.

S P R I N G  E V E N T S
Medical Field 
Scholarships Available 
Eastern Christian School continues to manage the 

Smith-Shute Scholarship Fund.  This scholarship 

provides financial assistance to EC female gradu-

ates attending medical school after graduating from 

college. For information, please contact Garret G. 

Nieuwenhuis, Executive Director, Foundation for 

Eastern Christian School at 973-427-9294 or email: 

foundation@easternchristian.org
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2013 Capital Campaign Update

As we complete the first year of the campaign, we are pleased to 

report that the generosity of our donors has enabled us to complete 

Phase I of our planned projects and to plan for the Phase II projects 

in the summer of 2014.

Our campaign receipts and pledges are approaching $1,000,000 of 

which $421,000 has been spent for the work completed under Phase I 

of the campaign. During the summer of 2013 we completely renovated 

the student bathrooms in both wings of the elementary school as well as 

the faculty bathroom and renovated the boys’ and girls’ bathrooms in the 

original wing of the middle school. In the high school we also renovated 

the girls’ and boys’ rooms near the faculty room as well as the faculty bath-

rooms. In total, we renovated 13 bathrooms with tile and grout generously 

donated by Wayne Tile Co.

Among the other significant improvements made were the replace-

ment of lockers in the media center hallway of the high school, new air 

handler units on the roof of the auditorium, new roof and doors for the 

maintenance garage, new windows in the Administrative offices, improved 

security systems at all three schools and other miscellaneous items at all 

three campuses. All of this work has been completed and paid for from 

the donated funds.

We are now planning for Phase II which will take place during the 

summer of 2014 almost exclusively at the elementary school building.  

Plans call for the replacement of all entrance doors to the building and 

classroom windows in the original wing, as well as new ceilings, floors and 

lighting in each of the classrooms in that wing. A new heating system will 

be installed along with duct work for air conditioning. If funding permits, 

we will install the air conditioning units this summer as well.  The main 

hallway in the original wing of the school will also be upgraded with a new 

ceiling, painting of the walls and new lighting.

We estimate that the cost for these Phase II improvements will be in 

the $500,000 range. With the funds remaining in the Capital Campaign 

account and the anticipation of some additional donations and pledges, 

we are confident that we will have the funds necessary to complete the 

Phase II items.

We are very pleased with the results of the work to date and are looking 

forward to completing the next phase.  We hope that in September of 2014 

our elementary students will be welcomed into newly renovated, energy 

efficient classrooms that will serve our community for many years to come.

Athletic Boosters Beefsteak Dinner

The 5th Annual Athletic Boosters Beefsteak Dinner was held on 

Wednesday evening January 29, 2014 at The Brownstone in 

Paterson, NJ.  It was a wonderful evening with over 300 athletes 

and supporters in attendance. This year’s honoree was Coach Joel Apol, 

ECHS Cross Country and Track Coach.  High School Athletic Director 

Steve King along with current and former track and cross country  

athletes shared pictures and stories to honor Coach Apol for his outstanding  

commitment and accomplishments. Thank you to Roger Steiginga and 

Ben Spoelstra, Athletic Booster Co-chairs and to everyone who came 

out to support the EC Athletic Program.  The evening was a great success 

raising $14,000.00 for EC Athletics.

Seniors Matt Van Eck and Kayla Van Lenten spoke to the audience about 
their experiences and gave a heartwarming tribute to Coach Apol.

Coach Joel Apol with current and former EC Track and Cross Country Athletes.
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2013-2014 Annual Fund Business Drive Exceeds Its Goal!
BY: GARR ET G. N I E UWEN H U IS, E XECUTIVE DI R ECTOR, FOU N DATION FOR EASTE R N CH RISTIAN SCHOOL

As part of our Annual Fund appeal, we make a special effort to involve our 

business partners each year.  This group of supporters has been among the 

most consistent with their faithful support of Eastern Christian each year.  

We are most appreciative of their generous support once again.

EC parent and member of the EC Foundation Board of Trustees, 

Bruce Bohuny, headed the recently completed Business Drive.  Bruce is 

the President of Brooks Builders LLC in Franklin Lakes.

In his appeal letter to the business community, Bruce stressed not only 

the value but also the importance of a holistic, faith-based education such 

as his children, and other students receive each day at Eastern Christian 

School.  This education will be used as a stepping-stone to becoming 

tomorrow’s leaders in industry, government and in our communities.

As of year-end 2013, we received donations totaling $62,450.00 from 

the following business partners:

2013-2014  Business Drive Donors 

Gold Sponsors 

Abbey Carpet & Floor of Hawthorne
Ashley Furniture HomeStore
Atlantic Stewardship Bank
Beyond All Maintenance
Borduin Paving
Brooks Builders
Bushoven & Company
C S Stucco & Plaster
Dykhouse Construction Company 
JP Morgan 
JC Global Inc
Kuiken Brothers Company
Martin Orthodontics

Reiner Group
Regency Wealth Management
Search Consultants of Northern Jersey
Searchpath New York Metro
Stone Industries
Vander Plaat - Vermeulen
Visbeen Construction Company
Wayne Tile Company
Wiegers, Inc

Silver Sponsors 

De Jong Iron Works
Paramus Chevrolet Auto Mall
ServiceMaster

Shotmeyer Brothers Fuel Company
William Sytsma Landscaping
V & S Floor Covering
Wilson Coal & Supply

Sponsors

Baker & Hoogerhyde LLC, CPA’s
Browning-Forshay Funeral Home
David Zuidema, Inc
Dr. Jennifer Bushman, DMD
Chris Fix Tree Care
Cipriano Landscape Design
Complete Systems Integration Inc
Matt Braunius Lawn & Landscape

Joseph L. Papola
Waldwick Printing Company 
Dr. John Wispelwey, DMD

Donors

Framed Image Art Gallery
Gensinger Motors Inc
R & R Truck Maintenance
Tanis Hardware Corp

The next time you are in contact with 
any of these business entities, thank 
them for their strong and faithful  
support of Eastern Christian School!

Head of School Tom Dykhouse thanking EC Parents Ron Barna and Henry Hagedoorn of Paramus Chevrolet Auto Mall.
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Fred Lanting ’54: “I continue to travel the world lecturing on canine 
orthopedics and judging dog shows. I just got back from Trinidad, 
and before the year is out I will be in China, Hong Kong, England 
and India ‘doing my thing.’ When I am at home in Alabama, I try to 
find enough time to continue writing. I think the spark was lit by EA 
teachers such as Miss Greydanus and Mr. Van Til, because all during 
my career as a scientist, I continued to do occasional creative writing.  
In fact, it was my first orthopedics text that started my world-wide 
lecture-&-judging invitations. I've done this on all continents except 

Antarctica (there are no dogs there anymore).”

T h e  1 9 7 0 ' s

Jeanne (Steenstra) Bushoven ’76 wrote a children's book, Mr. Wilson 
the Worm, inspired by the love of her grandchildren and her God. It 
is a charming book blending facts and fiction about the daily life of 

an earthworm. The book can be purchased on Amazon.com.

T h e  1 9 8 0 ' s

Tim DeBlaey ’86 is an electrician living in Grand Rapids, Michigan 

with his wife Heather, and two daughters.

T h e  1 9 9 0 ' s

Tina Arnoldi ’90 is now offering internet marketing consulting and 
training services through her company, 360 Internet Strategy LLC.  
She previously worked as the IT Director for Coastal Community 
Foundation from 2006-2013.  Tina was recognized in 2007 by the 
Charleston Business Journal with a Forty Under 40 award and again 
in 2011 as an Influential Woman in Business.

Matthew Struyk ’94 is pursuing a graphic design position while  
currently working at Discover Financial Services for the past 8 years.  
He is currently a Specialist in corporate card, international, power of 
attorney, subpoenas and other specialized tasks.

Stephen Borst ’96: “After graduating from Cornell University, I spent 
eight years living in New York City, 
during which time I worked for 
Nickelodeon, writing promos and 
commercials. In 2008, I decided to 
move out to California to pursue 
my dream of writing for shows... 
and maybe one day even having my 
own show. As it turned out, I'm now 
one of the creators and executive 
producers of a new cartoon coming 
to Nickelodeon early next year. The 
show is called Breadwinners, and 
it's about two ducks who deliver 
bread in a rocket van. I hope every-
one at EC will check it out!”

Jesse Negretti ’99 is 
currently on leave of 
absence from Boeing, 
in Seattle, WA. His 
family has moved 
to Amberley, New 
Zealand (45 minutes 
north of Christchurch) 
for the year. His wife, 
Melissa, is a GP at the 
local medical clinic 
and Jesse is staying home taking care of their children Sophia (3) and  
Isaac (1). Jesse adds, “Melissa is getting a chance to practice rural medicine 
while we all get an international experience, a rural experience, and some  
spectacular scenery rolled into one.”

Michael Conlon ’99 works in equity research covering aerospace and defense 
companies at Wells Fargo in New York City.  He lives in Chatham, New 
Jersey with his wife Jillian and their two children, Aubrey (5) and Ethan (2).

BIRTHS:

Sarah and Matthew Struyk’ 94 announce the birth of a son, Samuel 
Percy, on 8/1/13.  Samuel joins Jacob (8), Andrew (6) and Sophia (3).

Mandi and Keith Post ’95 announce the birth of a daughter, Laura Jane 
on 7/26/13.  She joins big sisters Hannah & Erin.

Laura and Paul Laauwe ’95 announce the birth of a daughter,  
Amelia Linn, on 9/19/13. Amelia joins big brother, Nicholas (3).

Tim & Erin Smeedy-Atherton ’97 announce the birth of a son,  
Caleb Charles, on 6/12/13.  Caleb joins big brother Benjamin.

Amar and Julia (Belanus) Patel ’99 announce the birth of a son,  
Logan Amar on 3/7/13.

MARRIAGES:
Eric Veenstra ’99 and Kimberly Bernard were married on 7/12/13.  

They reside in North Haledon, NJ.

T h e  2 0 0 0 ' s

Jeffrey Bruins ’02 graduated from New Jersey Institute of Technology 

and is a Cyber Security Engineer for NSSPlus in Falls Church, VA.

Benjamin Bruins ’04 acquired a new position and is practicing law with 

the firm, Rowe, Weinstein & Sohn which is located in Rockville, MD. 

He resides in Baltimore, Maryland.

Deanna Cirino ’06 graduated in 2010 with a BFA degree in Theatre Arts 

Management from Boston University. She currently works at Pixar 

Animation Studios in San Francisco, CA.  She writes, “I enjoy working so 
closely with different teams and getting to see the films at their different 
stages, whether they are 4 days from hitting the theaters, or 4 long years 
away.  As a lifelong Disney fan, I love being a part of the iconic American 
company, and feel fortunate every time I walk into the Pixar building!”

Andrew Davidson ’08: "I have worked for the NBC Sports Group  
in Stamford, Connecticut since January 2013, a month after  
finishing my degree in Broadcasting at Montclair State University. 
At NBC Sports, I support live broadcasts of shows like F1 Racing, 

Negretti family overlooking Picton Harbour, New Zealand.
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NHL Hockey and English Premier League 
Soccer.  In January, I have the great  
privilege of traveling with NBC Sports to 
the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia.  
In the four weeks I am there, I will be part 
of a production team responsible for all 
recorded footage."

BIRTHS:

Andrea and David Steenstra ’02 announce the 
birth of a son, Josiah Austin, on 11/4/13.  
David and his family live in Houston, Texas.

Kelly and Steve Van Der Heide ’02 announce 
the birth of a daughter, Sawyer Rae on 
8/3/13. 

MARRIAGES:

Scott Van Genderen ’02 and Lauren Enos 
were married on 7/6/13.  Scott & Lauren 
live in Brooklyn, NY.

Scott Veenema ’02 and Lisa Breur ’05 were 
married on 5/3/13.  They reside in North 
Haledon, NJ.

Stacey Foschini ’07 and Steven Battaglia were 
married on 11/8/13.  They reside in Fair 
Lawn, NJ.

Emily Vriesema ’08 and Carl “Chip” Cathey 
were married on 8/2/13.  Emily and Chip 
live in Palm City, FL.

Nicole Struyk ’08 and Eric Krzyzanowski were 
married on 8/23/13.

Steffanie Boonstra ’09 and Andrew Honore 
were married on 7/26/13.  They reside in 
North Haledon, NJ.

The 2010's

Sarah Gabriele ’12 was named the Women’s 
Soccer Defensive Player of the Week this 
past September by the Empire 8 Athletic 
Conference.  Sarah is attending Houghton 
College in Western New York.

R e m e m b e r i n g  .  .  .

Dorothy (Huizing) Gnade ’30, of North 
Haledon, NJ on 8/2/2013.  A long-time 
member of Grace Church, Ridgewood, 
Dorothy sang in the choir and was a  
participant in the activities of the church.

Johanna (Huizer) Shortway ’32, of Oakland, 
NJ on 8/14/2013. She was a member of the 
Living Word Reformed Church in North 
Haledon, NJ.

Herman Minnema ’39 of Centennial, CO on 
6/26/2013. He was born in Paterson, New 
Jersey on December 9, 1921, the 7th child in 
the family. He attended Calvin College and 

Seminary and Westminster Seminary.  He 
served churches as a parish pastor in Terra 
Ceia, NC; Worthington, MN; Comstock 
and Battle Creek, MI. He also served as 
Bible teacher and Chaplain at Kalamazoo 
Christian High School.

Elizabeth (DeLeeuw) Bruining ’41 of Little 
Compton, RI on 10/24/2013. She and her  
husband were longtime residents of 
Maywood, NJ before retiring to Little 
Compton in 1974.  She was a member of First 
Presbyterian Church of Newport, and former 
member of Lodi Christian Reformed Church. 

Evelyn (De Boer) Huizing ’41 of Grand 
Rapids, MI on 9/29/2013.

Anna Jean (Teitsma) Taylor ’43 of Titusville, 
TX on 6/21/2013.

John (Jack) Vander Plaat ’44 of Wyckoff, NJ 
on 12/18/13. He served his country in the 
Army Air Corps as an Aviation Cadet dur-
ing World War II.  Following his service, 
he received his NJ state license as a Funeral 
Director and Embalmer. Jack also served 
his community in various ways including 
a life member of Wyckoff Protection Fire 
Co. #1, and member of Wyckoff Exempt 
Firemen's Assoc. Jack was a member and 
former president of the The Cathedral 
Choir. He was extremely active in the 
Bergen-Hudson Chapter of the American 
Red Cross where he was a team leader for 
local disaster response and had been on 
60 national disasters. He also served as a 
Disaster Instructor, training new Red Cross 
volunteers in basic disaster courses. Jack 
was a member of the Cedar Hill Christian 
Reformed Church in Wyckoff where he 
served the congregation as a member of the 
Choir, a Sunday school teacher, a Deacon 
and Elder on the Church Council.

Winifred (Martin) Youlios ’45 of Pueblo, CO 
on 9/24/2013. She was a longtime member 
of Irving Park CRC, and upon retirement, 
moved to Pueblo and became a member of 
Beulah United Methodist Church.

Arthur De Boer ’47 of Grand Haven, MI on 
9/25/2013. Art served his country in the  
U.S. Army as a Captain and Doctor. In  
addition, he worked as a Doctor and Surgeon 
for over 41 years in Takum, Nigeria, Grand 
Rapids and Grand Haven. Art was an active 
and longtime member of Second Christian 
Reformed Church in Grand Haven. He also 
served on the Christian Reformed World 
Relief Board.

Florence (Van Harken) Sanders ’47 of  
Wayne, NJ on 12/25/13.  She was a  
member of the 1st Christian Reformed 
Church in Haledon and later of Preakness 
Valley URC in Wayne. She served as organ-
ist in both churches for more than 50 years. 
Florence taught for Eastern Christian 
Elementary School for over 35 years.

Esther Marie (Kruizinga) Vander Wiele 
’47 of New Holland, PA on 5/20/2013. 
She taught Sunday school at Hawthorne 
Gospel Church and was a teacher's aide 
for Mountainside Christian Academy 
upon moving to Schroon Lake, NY. Esther 
was a current member of Coatsville Bible 
Fellowship in Coatsville, PA.

Leonora “Lee” (Reynierse) Groendyk ’52 
of Matthews, NC on 12/28/13.  Lee was a 
member of Christ Covenant Church.

Joyce (Vander Weert) Kastelein ’53 of 
Southampton, NJ, on 8/2/2013. 

Henry Amos ’55 of Midland Park NJ on 
10/19/2013. A life long resident of Midland 
Park, Henry owned and operated the Hen's 
Roost in Oakland for 38 years. He was also 
a life member of the Midland Park Fire 
Department where he served as Chief, 
and a life long member of Faith Reformed 
Church, Midland Park, NJ.

Joan (Hommes) Zuidema ’55 of Lincoln 
Park, NJ on 6/22/2013. She was a faith-
ful member of Pompton Plains Reformed 
Bible Church in Pequannock for over thirty 
years.

Stuart D. Struck ’59 of Battle Creek, MI and 
formerly of New Jersey, on 7/17/2013. 
Stuart was the business manager for 
Eastern Christian Schools, retiring in 2009.  
He was a member of Riverwalk Christian 
Reformed Church.

James A. Greydanus ’71 of West Palm Beach, 
FL on 12/27/13.  After EC, Jim graduated 
from William Paterson University with a 
degree in music.  He played the trumpet 
and performed professionally with the 
Gloria Concert Band.  Jim owned his family 
business, Van Buiten Auto in Prospect Park, 
New Jersey, until his retirement.

James A. De Jong ’81 of Butler, NJ on 1/12/14.  
During his years at EC, Jim was an avid 
track and field athlete and competed in 
numerous championship meets.  He was 
employed by Dente Trading Co., Inc., in 
Cedar Grove, NJ, where he worked as a 
draftsman and salesman.
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In Memorium
Florence (Van Harken) Sanders ’47

Former EC Kindergarten 

teacher Florence Sanders 

went home to be with the 

Lord on Christmas Day, 

2013.  Florence taught 

Kindergarten for 35 years – 

teaching both morning and 

afternoon classes.  Florence 

taught and touched the 

lives of over 1,400 students!  

We thank the Lord for her life and faithfulness.  She is 

remembered by her students, friends, 2 sisters,  

3 children, 10 grandchildren and 1 great-grandson.

R e u n i o n  U p d a t e

2 0 1 4  R e u n i o n s

Class of 1994: 20-YEAR REUNION
Our 20th reunion will be on July 12, 2014 at Pellegrino’s in North Haledon, from 6:30pm 

– 10:00pm. Any questions, please contact Julie Bowers Tilson at gjtilson@cox.net or Sara 

Sonderfan Heerema at sarita_kay@hotmail.com.

Class of 1964: 50-YEAR REUNION
Plans are underway for a 50th Reunion. If you have not received an email recently, please 

update your contact information at alumni@easternchristian.org.  Anyone interested in 

helping, contact Peter Jeffer at petelaw@peterajeffer.com.

Class of 1934, 1939, 1944, 1949 and 1954
EC’s Foundation Office will host a luncheon for these combined years in anniversary of their 

graduations at Eastern Christian High School on Wednesday, June 25, 2014.  If you have 

not received a Save-the-Date flyer, please contact EC’s Foundation Office at 973-427-9294.

EC Alumni Play in Grudge 
Bowl Tournament

On a foggy, rainy Saturday in early January, the Eagles of the Eastern 

Christian Alumni Football Team were crowned champions of the 

2013 Alumni Grudge Bowl Tournament against other alumni from 

EC’s historic rival, Hawthorne Christian Academy. The final game was part 

of a best-of-three “rough-touch” football tournament that took place over 

several Saturdays in late December/early January.

The Eastern Christian Alumni Eagles soared, shutting the Hawthorne 

Christian Defenders out in Game 1 with a 70-0 victory and winning game 2 

with a final score of 56-14. Pictured here are some of the players on EC’s roster. 

The Eagles were happy to reclaim the Grudge Bowl title as HCA had held it 

for the previous 4 Grudge Bowl games over the years.  Eagles Soar Together!

Dave Rainville ’10, Matt Bale-Pena ’03, Ben Kuiken ’06, Steve Hook ’09,  
Dan Rainville ’07, Giacomo Grieco ’09, Mike Bongiovanni ’07,  
Matt Boonstra ’09, Brian Sietsma ’09, Luke Boonstra ’13, Steve Sietsma ’06, 
 FRONT ROW: Mike Dykhouse ’08, Justin Brennan ’06, Josh Wisse ’06   
NOT PICTURED: Coach & VC: Mark Winters ’06,  
Andrew Hulsebos ’07, Bobby Breeman ’09 and Noah Ruitenberg ’11.
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On Saturday, September 28, members of the Class of 1958 gathered  

at the Brick House Restaurant in Wyckoff for a 55th reunion  

luncheon.  Attending were 18 classmates, many with its spouses, who 

enjoyed an afternoon of good food, good fellowship and plenty of 

reminiscing.  The Class of ’58 was one of the last classes to come from 

the original feeder schools ( North 4th Street, Riverside, Midland Park 

and Passaic) and gather as a 9th grade class at the former Eastern 

Academy then known as the ECSA Junior High School.  The final 

three years of education were received in the brand new Eastern 

Christian High School in North Haledon. The Class of ’58 was the 

first graduating class to hold an outdoor graduation on the front lawn 

of the high school.

The Class of 1978

EC’s Class of 1978 held their 35th Reunion on Saturday, October 12.  

The reunion was held at The Castle in Chester, NY which is owned by  

classmate Brian Leentjes.  Jeanne (Faber) Piorkowski and Maribeth 

(Van Der Plaats) Vriesema, co-chairs, report:  

We had a great time reminiscing about our years at EC, looking at 

memorabilia, and playing trivia based on our high school years.  Gay 

(Van Heemst) Kramm and Brian Leentjes began our evening with a 

welcome and prayer.  Jim Bush did a great job as our MC for the evening 

and Donna (De Bruin) Hoogerhyde directed our trivia game.  Mary 

Hoogenhuis came up with some great questions from our high school 

years such as:  Who were our Class Officers?  What musical did we see 

on our Senior Trip to Washington, DC?  How many times did we have 

chapel per week?  Janice (Elzinga) Kuiken did a fabulous job of coming 

up with memorabilia including a record album of the EC Handbell Choir.  

In compiling our class statistics we discovered that there were  

7 class couples and 35 classmates that have been married for 30 or more 

years.  Classmates traveling the farthest were Gay Van Heemst Kramm 

(Plano, TX) and Sandra (Veenstra) Brauning (Santo Domingo, 

Dominican Republic).  Based on 80 biographies, we have produced 180 

children and 57 grandchildren. We had 53 guests at our event including 

35 classmates. Many thanks to Bill Van Dyke for taking photographs 

throughout the evening and to Brian and Alison (Baker) Leentjes for 

hosting us at The Castle. It was an enjoyable experience putting together 

the reunion.  We hope to see more of you at our 45th!!

R e u n i o n  U p d a t e

Seated (L to R):  Beth (Drukker) Schuil, Carol (Yskamp) Kuiken, 
Ann (Sonderfan) Muller, Kathryn (Joustra) Posthumus,  
Joanne (Drukker) Hartensveld, Barbara (Van Grouw) Tanis,  
Elaine (Smith) Hoekstra. 

Standing:  Florence (Okkema) Nieuwenhuis, Garret Nieuwenhuis, 
Bernard Malda, Garret Vermaas, George Bosma, Steve Eichhorn, 
John Wondergem, William Sytsma, Peter Streelman,  
Richard De Ruiter, Judy (Martin) Van Grouw. 

Row 1 (L to R):  Jeanne (Faber) Piorkowski, Debra (Etterbeek) Dyer, Maribeth (Van Der Plaats) Vriesema, Lauren (Westra) Bushoven, Robyn Tanis, Jane (Goed) Sweetman, 
David Steiginga, Glen Bushoven. Row 2:  Donna (Rijkse) Veenstra, Dick Stuurwold, Cheryl (Slump) Stuurwold, Sharon (Dykstra) Van Dyke, Janice (Elzinga) Kuiken,  
Sandra (Veenstra) Brauning, Donna (De Bruin) Hoogerhyde, Gay (Van Heemst) Kramm, Brian Leentjes, Judy (Zeeuw) Wilson, Betty (Roza) Jackman, Cindy (Little) Steiginga, 
Beth (Huizing) Prol, Roger (Rogelio) Leon, Mary Hoogenhuis.  Row 3:  Michael Harris, Jerry De Jong, Bill Englishmen, Jim De Koek, Jim Bush, Jack Stokes, Judy (Balfour) Dykstra, 
Donna (Buma) Foschini, Ruth (De Graaf) De Jong, Nancy (Gorter) Kraai, Sonja (Kreil) Stokes, Tom Leo

The Class of 1958
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EC's Class of 1993 held its 20th reunion at Village Inn, in Wayne, NJ on 

Saturday, October 12.  Reunion Coordinator Jennifer (Meyer) Ross 

reports, “Classmates came from as far as Argentina, California and 

Oregon, and as close as Prospect Park.  Gifts were given to the farthest 

and closest traveled, the first response and the last response received.  A 

special gift was also given to a classmate who had left EC in 1991 and has 

come back for both our 10 and our 20 year reunion!  Former teacher Bob 

Reith opened in prayer for us and former teacher Joel Apol shared a few 

memories he had of some of our reunion attendees.  The DJs kept the 1993 

music low enough for us to laugh and talk all night.  He even found our 

class song “Turn Turn Turn” by the Byrds to play while we took our group 

photo.  Reunion attendees were asked to bring new hats, gloves, scarves, 

and mittens to donate to New Hope Community in Prospect Park in  

addition to a cash donation to EC.  A special thanks to Kate (Schuurman) 

Culp for handling our photography.  We all had a great time, staying well 

past the scheduled 10pm close. So be on the look-out for the 30th?

On Friday, December 27, EC’s Class of 1983 held its 30th Reunion at 

Pellegrino’s Restaurant in North Haledon, NJ.  Reunion coordinator 

Karen (Rienstra) Borduin adds, “Our reunion was a great success! It 

was great seeing everyone again and meeting up with some classmates, 

who we have not seen since graduation. We wish everyone could have 

made it!  We missed you!  If you would like to see more pictures of the 

reunion and other pictures classmates have shared, please join our 

page on Facebook at EC REUNION CLASS 1983.”

R e u n i o n  U p d a t e

Pictured are: James DeKorte, John Martin, Vonda (Kuiken) Sosnovik, Mary (Abma) Westra, Gregory Golden, Tracy (Stonehouse) De Ruiter, Steven Woudenberg, Kristine (Bosma) 
Pepper, Karen (Rienstra) Borduin, Karen Baker, Daniel Holwerda, Ronald Pepper, Linda (Kohere) Vandenberg, Laurie (Douma) Tanis, Steven Martin, Kenneth Kruis, Timothy 
Westra, Richard Sytsema, David Bosma, Katharine (Hsu) Wibberly, Susan (DeLorenzo) Eliasen, Michael Westra, Eric Klein, Susan (Boogertman) Mertz,  Kenneth Nieuwenhuis, 
George Schaaf, Kenneth Hoogstra, Karen (Heerema) Quann, George Montanari, Darla (Wisse) Bertollo, Beverly (Broesma) Schaaf, Tammy (Bysterbush) Gundlah, Faith (Furrey) 
Webb, Richard Leentjes, Roger Ver Hage, Scott Tanis, Sheryl (Tamboer) Ritschel, Kenneth Bushoven, Pamela (Schuil) Kosten, Jodie (Abma) Woudenberg.

Row 1 (L to R):  Jennifer (Meyer) 
Ross, Sharon Nieuwenhuis, Sharon 
Veenstra, Valerie (Murphy) Berezuk, 
Jaimee (Troast) Raab, Amanda 
(Kuipers) DeWitte, Lori Bushoven-
Coolong.

Row 2:  Mark Anema, Anton (Rick) 
Borst, Richard Ritsma, Jeffrey 
Braunius, Bradley Dyksen, Owen 
Valkema, Craig Christensen.

The Class of 1983

The Class  
of 1993
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DESIGNATED GIFTS
JUNE 15, 2013 - JANUARY 13, 2014

Thank you to all who made donations to support Christian education at EC!  During the time period of June 15, 2013 through January 13, 2014, gifts given in 

honor or in memory of a loved one totaled $33,178.75.  All gifts are placed in Eastern Christian School’s Endowment Fund unless otherwise indicated. 

� In Memory of �

Henry Amos 

Dave & Polly Baker

Gerald & Janyce Bandstra

George & Carol Bosma

John & Anita De Korte

John & Kay Drukker

Theodore & Nancy Faber

Charles & Ann Fisher

David & Mary Lou Flitcroft

John Golden ̂

Edward & Dorothy Jaasma

Glenn Jasperse   

Edward & Patricia Koment  

Kenneth & Judith La Fleur

Garret & Florence Nieuwenhuis

Helen Vander Werf Pannes

Kenneth & Cynthia Riemersma   

Richard & Gertrude Schipper

John & Carolyn Steen

Shirley & Arthur Stokes

Phyllis Sweetman

Jack & Carol Van Der Ploeg

Anthony & Janyce Van Grouw

Nicholas & Janet Veenstra

David & Cynthia Visbeen

Peter Borduin 

Allan & Sheri-Lynn Mulcock

Roger Borduin

Leon & Candace Borduin #

Peter Braunius  

Maribeth & Wayne Vriesema

Jacob "Jay" Bruinooge  

Berta Bruinooge

Arthur De Boer 

Peter & Joy De Boer

Marie De Bruin  

Beverly Byl

Todd De Jong 

Jack & Joyce De Jong +

Doris Dyk 

Helen Borduin

Peter & Tannette Botbyl

Karel & Catherine De Waal Malefyt

David & Mary Dykman

Wilma Kohere

James & Leona Littel

Allan & Sheri-Lynn Mulcock

Richard & Gertrude Schipper

Ronald & Karen Steiginga

Albert & Janet Visbeen

Nicholas Flaming 

Albert Johnson 

Linda J. Johnson

Barney Fylstra 

Henrietta Fylstra

Elsie Golden ̂  

John Golden

Elise Gorter ̂  

Anonymous

Gerald & Janyce Bandstra

C S Stucco & Plaster Inc.

Kimberly Dykhouse

John Golden

Kathleen & Edwin Gorter

Steven & Daun Hook

Albertus Hartog 

Betty Thoma  

Carol Van Der Wall

Carolina Hartog

John & Grace Hemrick 

Maribeth & Wayne Vriesema

Evelyn Huizing 

Ralph & Dorothy Faasse

Peter & Joy De Boer

William Huizing 

Ralph & Dorothy Faasse

John "Jack" Hulsebos 

Annamae Hulsebos

David Jaarsma 

Janice Jaarsma

Katherine Jaarsma 

Douglas & Melissa Jaarsma

Dr Katherine Kulak  

Anna Kulak

J. Arthur Larson  

Louise Larson

Alyce Meines 

Clix Meines #

Ernest Nienhouse

Deborah Batson

Corene De Graaf

Robert & Leslie De Jong

Henry & Carolyn Joustra

Raymond & Julia Martin

Griselda Nienhouse

Ernest & June Nienhouse

Kathleen Nienhouse

Kristen Tanis

Gladys Tuit

Radie & Ambrose Petzinger 

John & Anna Pruiksma

Glenn & Ruth Petzinger

Edward Postma, Sr. 

Elinor Postma

Florence Sanders  

Shirley & Donald Buwalda

Garret & Florence Nieuwenhuis

Donna L Watts

Genevieve Smith  

John & Barbara Belanus

Wilma Kohere

Herbert Soodsma

Jean Soodsma

Dave Archibald  

Henry & Trudy Atema

Robert & Mary Ann Bakker

Gerald & Janyce Bandstra

John & Barbara Belanus

Boswell Engineering, Inc.

John & Karen Breur

Nancy & Steven Bruining

Jennifer Bushman DMD

Carol Byma

Connie & Joseph Cervati   

Joe and Donna Cudia   

Barbara Kuiken Davis

Keith & Betty Davis

Donald De Bruin

John & Anita De Korte

Ruth & John De Vries

Kenneth & Susan Dyer

Thomas & Linda Dykhouse

John & Faye Dyksen

Ralph & Dorothy Faasse

William & Kathy Faasse

Jack & Shirley Faber

Theodore & Nancy Faber

Charles & Ann Fisher

John Golden ̂

Henry & Lori Groenewal

Nancy & John Hemrick

Kevin & Donna Hoogerhyde

Kathy & Al Jeltema

Barbara J. Jones  

Wilma Kohere

Janet Koningswood  

Deborah Lagerveld

Kenneth & Cathy Lagerveld

Louise Lamb   

Scott & Denise Martin

Senator & Mrs. Henry McNamara

Daniel Minkema

Geraldine Monsma

Amy & David Murphy   

Garret & Florence Nieuwenhuis

NL Associates Inc.

Lynda & Thomas Pasqueretta

Jackie & Bob Pepper

Audra & John Preste 

Mark & Pamela Reitsma

Ronald & Nancy Sietsma

Edna Smith

William & Lisa Soodsma

Peter & Beatrice Spalt

Roger & Lori Steiginga

Shirley & Arthur Stokes

Peter & Beverly Ten Kate

Bernard & Rena Tolsma

Muriel & Bernard Tolsma

Sharon & Peter Van Der Heide

Joan & David Vander Bush   

Katherine Veenstra

Lois M. Veenstra

Nicholas & Janet Veenstra

Randall & Debra Veenstra

Gregory & Barbara Venema

David & Cynthia Visbeen

Roger & Linda Vogel

Ralph & Nancy Wiegers

Herman Steenstra 

John Steenstra

Col. & Mrs. Henry Steenstra

Stuart Struck

Alan Struck Architectural Design

Baker & Hoogerhyde LLC

John & Judith Bosloper

Peter & Tannette Botbyl

Robert & Sandra Bottge

John & Karen Breur

John & Linda Bruins

John & Anita De Korte

Simon & Judith Elzinga

Ralph & Dorothy Faasse

William & Kathy Faasse

James & Joyce Fitzpatrick   

Shirley & Ike Folkertsma

Thomas & Ruth Henion

Ruth & Edward Korver

Wayne & Betty Kuiken

Kenneth & Cathy Lagerveld

Klazina Madden   

George & Rena Martens

Garret & Florence Nieuwenhuis

David & Marjo M. Reitsma

Alan Struck & Anne Bontekoe

Alice Struck

Ivan & Alice Tanis

Betty Tolsma

Anthony & Janyce Van Grouw

Barbara Van Haste

Jonathan & Robin Van Haste

Katherine Veenstra

Albert & Janet Visbeen

John Wispelwey, D.M.D.

Kathryn Ten Kate 

John & Barbara Belanus

Boswell Engineering, Inc.

John & Karen Breur

Jennifer Bushman DMD

Nicolo & Lois Ciampo    

Donald De Bruin

John & Anita De Korte

Ethel De See

Steven & Jerrilynn De See

Kenneth & Susan Dyer

Thomas & Linda Dykhouse

Ralph & Dorothy Faasse

John Golden ̂

Henry & Lori Groenewal

William & Marcia Heerema

Nancy & John Hemrick

Elsie M. Hommes   

Kevin & Donna Hoogerhyde

J. Fletcher Creamer Foundation 

Ladies Auxillary of Fire Protection 

Co. Wyckoff #1 & #2    

Deborah Lagerveld

Kenneth & Cathy Lagerveld

Lenora Malefyt

Senator & Mrs. Henry McNamara

Marie E. Meenen

Jeffrey & Jennifer Anne Morris  

Amy & David Murphy   

Garret & Florence Nieuwenhuis

Charles & Alexandra Shotmeyer

Herbert Soodsma

William & Lisa Soodsma

Roger & Lori Steiginga

Peter & Beverly Ten Kate

Sharon & Peter Van Der Heide

Stanley & Alberta Vandenberg

Katherine Veenstra

Nicholas & Janet Veenstra

Randall & Debra Veenstra 
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Marten Valkema 

EC Class of 1978 *

J. William Van Dyke  

Alice & Clarence Baker

Robert & Mary Ann Bakker

John & Barbara Belanus

Phyllis & Jerrold Binney   

Gertrude & John Borst

Herman & Betty Brandes

Christian Health Care  

Counseling Center

Keith & Betty Davis

Donald De Bruin

James & Elaine De Ritter

Karel & Catherine De Waal Malefyt

James & Lorraine Deluca   

Beverly & Rod Den Hollander

Kenneth & Susan Dyer

David & Barbara Dykhouse

Raeanna & Garret Dykhouse

Thomas & Linda Dykhouse

Lorraine A. Englishman

Jack & Shirley Faber

Theodore & Nancy Faber

Michael J. Ferrara

Charles & Ann Fisher

David & Mary Lou Flitcroft

John C. Gardner    

John Golden ̂

James C. Gower

Cornelia Hagedorn

Patricia A. Harvey  

Kevin & Donna Hoogerhyde

Robert & Anita Hoogstra

Barbara Hornstra

Barton & Doris Houseman

Robert & Kathleen Hutton

Bernard & Helen Joustra

Ruth Ann Knyfd

Douglas & Miriam Kuiken

John & Mary Last

Ann Leentjes

Marjorie Louer   

Lynn B. Mandon   

Senator & Mrs. Henry McNamara

Durand Metrione & Family   

Midland Park United  

Republican Club   

Garret & Florence Nieuwenhuis

Lynda & Thomas Pasqueretta

Lynn & Edward Patire

Robert & Marilyn Postma

Robert & Mary Postma

James W. Putt

Richard & Gertrude Schipper

Charles & Alexandra Shotmeyer

Herbert Soodsma

William & Lisa Soodsma

Don & Marilyn Sporn

John & Carolyn Steen

Shirley & Arthur Stokes

Ronald & Marilyn Stonehouse

Doug & Vicky Struyk

Patrick & Maureen Sweeney   

Charles & Judith Sybesma

Muriel & Bernard Tolsma

Judith Van Dyke

Anthony & Janyce Van Grouw

Peter & Judith Van Grouw

Linda & John Van Lenten

Stanley & Alberta Vandenberg

Melvin & Marilyn Veenema

VFW Midland Park - Post 7086

Zarrow Mach Kaplan & Klein, CPA

John Vander Plaat

John Golden ̂

Esther Vander Wiele

Kenneth Vander Wiele

James Veenstra 

Kathy & Al Jeltema

Katherine Kuperus

Katherine Veenstra

Adrian "Bud" Visbeen

EC Class of 1978 *

Joan Vogel 

Robert Vogel #

David & Loretta Wattez 

Ruth & Theodore Boomker

Geraldine Westra 

P. Wayne Andre, Jr.

John & Barbara Belanus

Douglas & Marianne Bushoven

Austin & Barbara Fischer

Carl & Linda Gothmann

Kevin & Donna Hoogerhyde

Mark & Pamela Reitsma

Katherine Veenstra

Maribeth & Wayne Vriesema

Winifred Youlios 

Cynthia & John Adair

Edward & Kathleen Martin

George & Nelva Martin

Raymond & Julia Martin

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Martin

Diana E. Pitsikoulis   

Frank Price   

Ultramar Travel

� In Honor of �
Theodore & Janet Belle 

Ted Belle's Birthday & Father's Day

James & Lois Belle

George & Carol Bosma

George & Carol Bosma's kindness

Stanley Blom

Class of 1966 

Dr & Mrs. Donald Belanus

Joseph & Beverly Cusack

Rev & Mrs. Adolf Pagliarulo

Edward & Dorothy Jaasma

50th Wedding Anniversary

Edward & Dorothy Jaasma

Garret & Mildred Link

65th Wedding Anniversary

Gerri & Dirk Windhorst

Clarence (Clix) Meines

80th Birthday

Ann & Maurice Ricco

Lynda Pasqueretta

Lynda Pasqueretta's kindness

Lawrence Lee & Patricia  

Ratcliffe-Lee 

Garret (Bud) Ruit

80th Birthday

Stanley & Alberta Vandenberg

C. Ruth Spikeboer

92th Birthday

Beth & John Milkamp

Ben & Alice Spoelstra

60th Wedding Anniversary

Angelo & Carol Coppolino

Donald & Ethel Wisse

Ronald & Marilyn Stonehouse

50th Wedding Anniversary

James & Judith Abma

Samuel & Marion Sybesma

50th Wedding Anniversary

James & Judith Abma

Gertrude & John Borst

Ruth Latona

Peter & Judith Van Grouw

Leonard Wynbeek

John & Hester Van Buiten

65th Wedding Anniversary

Peter & Beatrice Spalt

Stanley & Alberta Vandenberg

John & Wilma Van Der Hoven

60th Anniversary

Wilma J. Tuit

Donald & Florence Van Hook

60th Wedding Anniversary

Joyce Schoonejongen

Leonard & Ruth Knyfd  Wynbeek

Marriage

George & Carol Bosma

� Bequests & 
Endowment  
Direct Gifts �
Beverly & Rod Den Hollander

Kenneth W. Hagedorn

Alfred & Jeannette Smith

Wilma J. Tuit

Estate of Florence Wiegers

Estate of Marinus Ten Hoeve

^Elise Kathleen Gorter Endowed 

Scholarship Fund

#Annual Fund

+Angel Fund

* Capital Campaign

annual 
fund 
donors
JANUARY 19, 
2013 THROUGH 
JANUARY 13, 2014

We thank the following 
donors who have 
generously contributed 
toward achieving our 
Annual Fund goal and 
provided resources to 
the Scholarship Fund 
and/or Angel Fund to 
continue our mission of 
providing quality Christ-
centered education 
at Eastern Christian 

School.

James & Judith Abma

Judith Achterhof

Roy & Bibi Agnello

David & Kathryn Almroth

William & Elizabeth Almroth

Richard & Judy Andela

Wayne & Margo Aoki

Joel & Mary Apol

Thomas Aquadro

James & Ruth Aupperlee

Robert & Elizabeth Aupperlee

Gail Baker

Bruce & Yvonne Balkema

Gerald & Janyce Bandstra

Clarence & Henrietta Belanus

John & Barbara Belanus

James & Lois Belle

Cheryl Bennett-Johnson

Paul & Gail Beverly

Philip & Jenna Beverly

David & June Boardman

Bert & Pat Boer

David & Priscilla Boersma

Kenneth & Lorna Bogertman

William & Wilma Bogertman

Bruce & Colleen Bashaw Bohuny

Peter & Laura Boodaghian

Leon & Candace Borduin

Marion Borduin

Henrietta Borst

Hugo & Janet Borst

George & Carol Bosma

Peter & Tannette Botbyl

Robert & Sandra Bottge

Serena Boyle

Herman & Betty Brandes

Richard Brandes, Jr.

Roger & Ruth Brasser

John & Karen Breur

Helen M. Breure

Rensselaer Broekhuizen

David & Kathi Bruinooge

John & Judy Bruinooge

John & Linda Bruins

Douglas & Marianne Bushoven

Glenn & Lauren Bushoven

Kenneth & Julie Bushoven

Roy & Jeanne Bushoven

Winifred & Donald Byker

Gerard & Monica Cantalupo

Betty Ann & Jean Chabert

Eugene & Donna Chrinian

Edna & John Christensen

Marion Clark

Yocunda Clayton

Louis & Catherine Coan

Maria & Bruce Coffin

Timothy & Lelia Commeret

Bill & Charlene Cook

Andrew & Kathryn Culp

Richard & Ruth Culp

Ronald & Elaine Dapp

Sandra Daviou-Biel

Keith & Betty Davis

John & Leslie De Blasio

Leonard W. De Block, Jr.

Thomas & Suzana De Block

Kenneth & Sharon De Boer

Peter & Joy De Boer

Joanne & Hans de Bruyn

Corene De Graaf

Franklin & Janice De Haan

Kathleen & Peter De Jong

George & Joanne De Korte

John & Anita De Korte

Florence De Roo

Frederick & Joanne De Ruiter

Ethel De See

Steven & Jerrilynn De See

Ruth De Visser

David & Caroline De Wilde

Judith & Thomas Dedio

James & Toni Del Pizzo

Paul & Laura Diemer

Donald & Natalie Distelberg

Carl & Doris Doehler

Deborah Dolio

Dale & Jean Dreisbach

John & Kay Drukker

John H. Dyk

David & Barbara Dykhouse

Michael Dykhouse

Lawrence & Carole Dykhouse



P A G E  3 2   S P R I N G  2 0 1 4

D E S I G N A T E D  G I F T S

Raeanna & Garret Dykhouse

Thomas & Linda Dykhouse

John & Faye Dyksen

Harold Dykstra

Helena B. Dykstra

Jeanette Dykstra

Len & Ruth Dykstra

Peter & Donna Dykstra

Robert & Laura Dykstra

EC Class of 1993

Marianne & Robert Eenigenburg

Gerrit & Arlene Egedy

Steven & Anna Eichhorn

Iva Englishmen

Ralph & Dorothy Faasse

Jack & Shirley Faber

Mary Faber

Barbara & Ronald Farrington

Austin & Barbara Fischer

Dennis Fisher

Patricia Fisher

Robert & Frances Folkerts

Shirley & Ike Folkertsma

Donna & Angelo Foschini

Helena & Robert Foster

Dominic & Geraldine Gallagher

Gloria Garcia

Gustavo & Carol Garcia

Ruth & Frederick Garver

Robert & Leah Genuario

Elizabeth & Adrian Gerritsen

John Golden

Steve & Laura Gorter

Alida Gray

Bonnie & James Griffioen

Ralph & Marie Grimes

Joseph & Elaine Griswold

Joanne & Donald Hartensveld

Eric & Linda Hawn

Janice Hazen

Jacob & Marian Heerema

William & Marcia Heerema

Ruth Heeringa

Nancy & John Hemrick

Jonathan Henderson

Thomas & Ruth Henion

Frank & Marie Hickey

Jean Hofstra

David Hoitsma

Clara & George Hoogenhuis

Carl & Edna Hoogerhyde

Garret & Marlene Hoogerhyde

William F. Hoogstra, Sr.

Evelyn Houseward

William & Constantia Hsieh

Annamae Hulsebos

Steven & Beverly Hulsebos

Clifford & Jean Huntington

Ruth & John Husselman

Janet D. Jaarsma

Joyce & Henry Jaarsma

Roy D. Jellema

Kenneth & Tiffany Jeltema

Norman & Claire Jonkman

Bernard & Helen Joustra

David & Elizabeth Kelly

Elizabeth King

Douglas & Vita Kinz

Matthew J. Klapmust

Wilma Kohere

Elizabeth Kolk

Mary Jean & Steve Kolk

Gay & Robert Kramm

Marjorie L. Krupacs

Ruth & Richard Kuder

Douglas & Miriam Kuiken

Henry & Evie Kuiken

Herman & Corene Kuiken

Nicholas & Donna Kuiken

Richard & Carol Kuiken

Wayne & Betty Kuiken

Anna Kulak

Kenneth & Cathy Lagerveld

Lucia Lann

Ryan & Alissa Leegwater

Adeline Leo

The A. L. Levine Family 

Foundation, Inc.

Trudy Lier

Allen & Jean Lindsay

Catherine G. Lindsay

Catherine R. Lindsay

Lynnell Lindsay & Scott Hendricks

Wallace Lindsay, Jr.

Gary & Barbara Link

Laura Lutz-Barber

Lois & Paul Lyman

George & Rena Martens

Ralph & Ida Martin

Raymond & Julia Martin

Scott & Denise Martin

Thomas R. Martin

Mr. & Mrs. William Martin

Greg & Lynette Matthews

Jerry & Mary McDonough

Linda & Raymond McLeod

Patricia McQuay

Trena Meeter

Beth Meetsma

Clix Meines

John & Theresa Meyer

Christopher & Sarah Miciek

Beth & John Milkamp

Amy & Jared Minatelli

Sung Ho Mo & Dae Sung Shim

Diane Mol

Geraldine Monsma

Diane & Anthony Monterisi

James & Priscilla Dewing Moy

Muriel A. Batson Family  

Charitable Trust

Michael & Marianne Murphy

Christopher & Glori Nash

Kathleen J. Nienhouse

Garret & Florence Nieuwenhuis

Edward & Jill Nyland

Carolyn O'Berne

Daniel & Donna Onove

Robert & Alice Oostdyk

Kathleen Opperwall

Elsie Palmer

Lynda & Thomas Pasqueretta

Julie & Amar Patel

Jackie & Bob Pepper

Robert & Patti Peretti

Cindy & Jim Perrotta

Wilma Philips

John & Theresa Piluso

Salvatore & Dawn Poliandro

Wesley & Sara Pontier

Ronald & Rita Popjes

Harold & Janice Post

Keith & Amanda Post

Kevin & Denise Post

Robert & Marilyn Postma

Muriel R. Prins

Mae A. Pruim

Wendy Raupers-Lenahan

Gay & Ronald Redcay

David & Marjo Reitsma

Mark & Pamela Reitsma

William & Nancy Reitsma

Richard & Colleen Remy

Mae & Andrew Rienstra

Daniel & Jamie Rinaldi

Janet & Richard Ritsma

Charles & Noelle Robinson

Sidney & Mae Rooy

David & Abigail Rosendale

Sally & Dave Ruitenberg

Nancy & David Ruiter

Thomas & Erin Rypkema

John & Elizabeth Schaaf

Elsie & William Schafer

George A. Schaver

Jean Schaver

Herman & Phyllis Schipper

Richard & Nancy Schipper

Joyce Schoonejongen

William & Beth Schuil

Henry & Lois Schuurman

Joseph & Virginia Scotti

Darlene & Charles Shotmeyer

William & Bernice Siegers

Ronald & Nancy Sietsma

Kathy & Dennis Sikkema

Wilma Sikkema

Maria Silverstein

Cathie Smeedy

Robert G. Smith

Frank & Betsy Snope

William & Lisa Soodsma

Peter Spaak

Peter & Beatrice Spalt

C. Ruth Spikeboer

Roger & Jayne Spoelstra

Don & Marilyn Sporn

Gary & Dawn Sporn

John & Carolyn Steen

Robert & Joyce Steen

Kenneth & Laura Steenstra

Roger & Lori Steiginga

Robert & Cheryl Steinbruch

Jacob Stienstra

George & Patricia Stinson

Stuart & Alice Struck 

Anne Struyk

Carol & Glenn Sweetman

Neale & Winnie Sweetman

Phyllis Sweetman

William & Ann Sytsma

Gertrude Talis

Cornelius & Lori Tanis

Ivan & Alice Tanis

John Tanis 

Kelly Tanis

Rudolph P. Templin

Philip & Mary Louise Ten Brink

James & Gloria Tenewitz

Jack & Gladys Thonus

Bernard & Rena Tolsma

Betty Tolsma

Muriel & Bernard Tolsma

Heather & David Troupos

Wilma J. Tuit

Willard & Berdella Van Antwerpen

Pauline Van Beekum

John & Hester Van Buiten 

Joan Van Der Weert

Arthur & Jacqueline Van Dolan

Donald Van Dongen

Helen Van Dyke

Anthony & Janyce Van Grouw

Peter & Judith Van Grouw

Helen Van Hassel

Marguerite Van Hook

Christine & Thomas Van Lenten

David J. Van Lenten

John Van Lenten, Jr.

Cornelius Van Wyck

Richard & Doreen Van Yperen

Daniel & Kristina Belanus  

Vande Vrede

Debra L. Vandenberg

Stanley & Alberta Vandenberg

Marilyn Vanden-Handel

William & Marcia Vander Eems

Jan Vander Goot

Karen & Keith Vander Leest

Bill & Shelley Vander Meulen

William & Wilma Vander Plaat

Carolyn Vander Stouw

Laurina & Glen A. Vanderaa

David & Beverly Vandergoot

Stuart & Debra Varney

Arthur Veenema

David & Ruth Veenema

Eric & Kimberly Veenstra

Katherine Veenstra

Lois M. Veenstra

Roger & Carolyn Veenstra

Jessie & Richard Ver Hage

Richard & Lynn Ver Hage

William & Gladys Vermeulen

William Villalobos

Doris J. Villarreal

Adrian & Ruth Visbeen

David & Cynthia Visbeen

Kenneth & Sharon Visbeen

Robert Vogel

Maribeth & Wayne Vriesema

Dick & Tena Wattez

Daniel & Kelley Westra

Donald & Judith Westra

John & Kristin Westra

Michael & Sandra Westra

Dean & Edna Wiegers

Ralph & Nancy Wiegers

Ernest & Georgia Wiegers

Wade & Debra Williams-Hartman

Fred Winston-Laryea & Ina Laryea

Audrey Wispelwey

Donald & Ethel Wisse

James & Ruthanne Wisse

Kenneth & Barbara Wisse

Joanne & Garry Wit

David & Sheryl Wondergem

Joan & Howard Worzel

Douglas & Brenda Woudenberg

Leonard Wynbeek

David  We San & Linda Yip

Ildiko Zarzycki

Henry & Doris Zeeuw

William & Jean Zuidema

� Matching  
Gift Donors �
American Express Company 

Employee Giving Program

BAE Systems

Becton Dickinson & Company

GE Foundation

Pfizer Foundation MG Program

The Prudential Foundation

Public Service Enterprise Group 

Incorporated

Regeneron Matching Gift Program

Steelcase, Inc

Verisk Analytics, Inc

� Church Donors �
Cedar Hill CRC

Covenant CRC

Faith Community CRC

Green Pond Sunday School

Living Word Reformed Church

Midland Park CRC

Pompton Plains RBC

Preakness Valley UR Church

Richfield CRC

Ridgewood CRC

Unity CRC



We invite you to join us for a free lunch and tour of available rooms at the Home.
Please contact us today at (973) 427-4087 or info@hollandchristianhome.org.

Wouldn’t you rather visit the kids?  Or 
go sightseeing with friends?  Or take the 
grandkids to the zoo? Or volunteer at church?

Residents of the Holland Christian Home are free to 
enjoy their independence!  Free from the daily grind 
of cooking, cleaning, fixing, mending and more.  Free 
from the worry that retirement will drain their savings.

Free to spend time doing the things they love most with 
the people who mean the most to them.

Contact us today and find out more about all that Life 
Care at the Holland Christian Home has to offer.

Holland Christian Home
Since 1895, A Christian Home for Seniors
151 Graham Avenue, North Haledon NJ 07508
Phone: (973) 427-4087  Fax: (973) 427-8939
www.hollandchristianhome.org



National buying power 
at your neighborhood 

 973.427.7900  www.buyabbey.com 

Kurt Faber     Duane Faber    Glenn Baker

Committed to helping you work toward your financial goals through  
planning & objective advice. Please call us today to schedule a  

consultation to determine if we can assist you as you plan your future.

We typically work with clients with investable assets in excess of $750,000.

Andrew m. aran, cfa 

Mark d. reitsma, cfp®, cmfc 

Timothy G. Parker, CFA

Bryan D. KABOT, AAMS®

201-447-5850    www.regencywealth.com

500 North Franklin Turnpike, Suite 212, Ramsey, NJ 07446

All good things start with a smile!



Since 1912
ADDRESS: 6-02 Fair Lawn Avenue,  Fair Lawn, NJ 07410   phone: 201.796.2082

9 Locations throughout NJ & NY
w w w. k u i k e n b r o t h e r s . c o m  |  i n f o @ k u i k e n b r o t h e r s . c o m

E S T A B L I S H E D  1 9 3 4  

How does a company establish a reputation as the best heating and air 
conditioning contractor serving Northern New Jersey?

Over the past 75 years, Reiner has become the foremost name in heating 

and cooling for the residential and commercial marketplace by continually 

offering top quality products and unsurpassed dependable service.

Whether it’s the installation of a new Lennox System or maintenance 

service on any brand, Reiner’s talented staff provides the expertise to keep 

your home or business comfortable year round.

2001 - 2010

DDDaaavvveee LLLeeennnnnnoooxxx AAAwwwaaarrrddd winner for the last ten
consecutive years.

This award is only given to the TOP 25 of over 7,000 Lennox Dealers.

WE WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS 
YOUR HEATING OR COOLING NEEDS WITH YOU

PROFESSIONAL, COURTEOUS, 

FACTORY TRAINED 

INSTALLERS

NATE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

COMPLETE SYSTEM 

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN

ON PREMISE SHEET METAL 

SHOP

MAINTENANCE PLANS

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RADIO DISPATCHED FLEET

INSTALLATION TEAM 

LEAVES YOUR HOME CLEAN 

AND COMFORTABLE

FULLY STAFFED OFFICE

FINANCING AVAILABLE

FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY LICENSED AND 

INSURED

MEMBER BETTER BUSINESS 

BUREAU

NJ LIC #13VH00237400

1 1 -0 7  R I V E R  R D  
 F A I R  L A W N  NJ  
 2 0 1 . 79 4 . 37 0 0 

7 5  O A K  S T R E T  
N O R W O O D ,  N J  
  2 0 1 .7 6 8 .7 8 80 

1 2 7 5  B L O O M F I E L D  A V E  
F A I R F I E L D  NJ  
9 7 3 . 27 6 . 79 0 0 

www.reinerac.com 

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU:

Ask us about Utility
Rebates &

Manufacturers’ 
Rebates available.



 General Contractors 
 Additions 

 Renovations 
 Masonry Division 
 Custom Millwork 
 Owner Supervised 

 Fully Insured 
 Over 50 Years Experience 

24 E. Summit Avenue, Midland Park, NJ 07432 



Save Today at...
Ashley Furniture HomeStore

10%
OFF*

any purchase of $499 

Expires 0 31/2014

Save Today at...
Ashley Furniture HomeStore

15%
OFF*

any purchase of $999 

Expires 0 /31/2014

Ashley Furniture HomeStores

#1 Name In Furniture
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www.facebook.com/AFHSMetroNYNJ www.twitter.com/AFHSMetroNYNJ

Monday thru Saturday: 10am-9:30pm
Sundays: 11am-7pm
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80 Nardozzi Place
New Rochelle, NY

914.235.0145
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Dem
ares

t M
ill R

d

New York St Thruway

Route 59
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304
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Monday thru Saturday: 10am-9pm
Sundays: 11am-6pm

Planet 
Fitness

Rockland
Bakery

33 Route 304
Nanuet, NY

845.624.4680

Best
Buy

Rt 3

Pa
ter

son Pla
nk Rd. 

Monday thru Saturday: 10am-9pm
Sunday: 11am-8pm

925 Paterson Plank Rd
Secaucus, NJ
201.520.0634

Monday thru Saturday: 10am-9pm
Sunday: 11am-6pm

Rt 46 West

Ro
ut

e 
80

Only 1 Mile

561 Route 46 West
Fairfi eld, NJ
973.227.4230

Monday thru Saturday: 10am-9:30pm
Closed Sundays

Rt 17

Midland Ave

Babies
R Us

545 Route 17 South
Paramus, NJ
201.689.2450

Rt 84

Rt 211

Rt
 1

7

EXIT 120

WENDY’S

SHOP
RITE

Monday thru Saturday: 10am-9pm
Sunday: 11am-6pm
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400 Rt 211 East Wallkill Plaza
Middletown, NY

845.343.5900
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Monday thru Saturday: 10am-10pm
Sundays: 11am-7pm

9

9

South Hills
Mall

Burlington
Coat 

Factory

1895 South Road
Poughkeepsie, NY

845.298.4230

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Some pieces and fabric prints may vary by region. Selection may vary 

Save Today at...
Ashley Furniture HomeStore

10%
OFF*

any purchase of $499 

Expires 0 31/2014

Save Today at...
Ashley Furniture HomeStore

15%
OFF*

any purchase of $999 

Expires 0 /31/2014

*Cannot be combined with any other promotion, discount or coupon. Previous purchases excluded. Discount offers exclude Tempur-Pedic® and Stearns & Foster® mattresses, Dare to Compare, Everyday Low Price, Manager’s Specials, 



944 Belmont Avenue
North Haledon, N.J. 07508

973-423-0770
Fax 973-423-0111

Certified Installers
NJ HIC#

13VH00033800

Caring for the needs of the 
Northern NJ Community since 1964

www.vpmemorial.com

A  L I M I T E D L I A B I L I T Y C O M P A N Y

C E R T I F I E D P U B L I C A C C O U N T A N T S

Henry Hagedorn III, CPA
H H A G E D O R N@C P A L B S.C O M

795 FR A N K L I N AV E N U E

FR A N K L I N LA K E S,  NE W JE R S E Y 07417
TE L 201.848.9500 FA X 201.848.9676

W W W.C P A L B S.C O M

WALDWICK PRINTING CO.
Offset, Letterpress and Digital Printing

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE COOK FAMILY SINCE 1954

1 Harrison Avenue, Waldwick, NJ
201-652-5848 print@waldwickprinting.com
Fax: 201-652-3120 www.waldwickprinting.com



Care Servrr ices foff r AdAA udd lts and Seniors
■ Herirr tage Manor NuNN rsrr ing Home
■ ThTT e Davaa ivv d F. Bolger Post-acute Care Unit
■ ThTT e Longvgg ivv ewee Assisted Livii ivv ng Residence
■ Hillcrest Residence
■ Evergreen Courtrr
■ Chrirr stian Health Care

AdAA ult Dayaa Servrr ivv ces of
WaWW yaa nyy e and WyWW ckokk ffff

■ Southgate behavaa ivv or-
management unit

■ VaVV lleyee Hospice at
Chrirr stian Health Care Center

Mental-health Servrr ices
■ Ramapo Ridge Psyss chiatrirr c Hospital
■ Ramapo Ridge Partrr ial Program
■ Chrirr stian Health Care Counseling Center
■ Pathwhh ayaa s dual-diagnosis program



IN HOME AIDES

CONNIE GRAVINESE
973-595-9436

CARING FOR THE SICK AND
ELDERLY IN THEIR HOMES

For more information scan this QR Code with your smartphone.

www.thecastlefuncenter.com  109 Brookside Avenue • Chester, N.Y. 10918 • 845.469.2116

Let The Fun  
& Memories Begin

Open Year Round! 

CorporateEvents

Family and 

Class Reunions 

Sweet 16s 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Social Celebrations

and More!

O Y

CompanyPicnics

Arcade
Batting Cages

Free Fall
Lazer Tag

Mini Bowling
Rock Wall Lazer MazeEvent Center

M

L

Ev

Ballocity Go Karts
Mini Golf

V&S Floor Covering
145 Godwin Avenue Midland Park

2 0 1 - 4 4 5 - 3 31 1
www.vsf loors.net

A New Floor Makes Your Room Beautiful

Carpet, Print Stair Runners, Sheet Vinyl,
Laminate Floors, Prefinished Hardwood,
Luxury Tile, Cork & Bamboo Flooring,

Wallpaper & Hunter Douglas Window Fashions

save with t.r.i.p.save with t.r.i.p.

Join with others 
to help a child in 
eastern europe

1.888.242.8332



ParamusChevrolet.com
194 Route 17 North, Paramus, NJ 07652

YOU CAN FIND US ON 
FACEBOOK & TWITTER!

Honesty. Integrity. Christian Values.
We would like our friends at Eastern Christian to know that our mission is to make 

Paramus Chevrolet the best buying and ownership experience you’ll ever have. We know it 

starts with price and we promise you the lowest Chevy prices backed by our award winning 

to Eastern Christian 

In addition, we will donate $100

Eastern Christian School Association

Ask for
Ron or 
Henry
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Amazing Four Years for Girls Cross Country Team
When seniors Kayla Van Lenten, Kathryn Post and Jennifer Tartini 
stepped off the cross country course for the last time in high school, the 
trio left behind an almost unheard-of sports legacy: A four-year record 
of 33 wins and 1 loss. 

Along with the winning record, girls cross country has clinched 
four conference titles, six invitational wins, one county championship, 
and came in second in the county twice. Joel Apol was also awarded 
Coach of the Year by the Passaic County Coaches association in 2010 and 

2011. The team's sole dual meet loss was handed over 
by Rutherford last year – though EC came back to beat 
them in the conference meet. 

The three graduating girls were joined by juniors 
Erin Van Lenten, Hannah Postma and Lianna Lee, 
as well as freshmen Kelly Bosloper, to round out the 
top seven runners on the team. This year's dual meet 
record was 9-0. In addition to multiple county and con-
ference awards (see listing on page 45), Kelly Bosloper 
was also awarded first place in the Doc Braver fresh-
men/JV invitational girls race, beating out runners from 
large schools, such as Ridgewood and Wayne Valley.  

Jenn commented on the dedication and commit-
ment of the team. "The girls who were up at the top  
ran 300-400 miles over the summer," she said. 
"My teammates were an amazing group of people.  
They made the most of every meet, whether they  
individually won or lost."

Apol added, "They tried their best no matter what 
the circumstances. Not one of them bagged a race. I loved 
this season. I was totally proud of the girls and the boys.

EC Honored for Sportsmanship
BY LEAH GEN UARIO '97

Up the stairway and a few steps from the Eastern Christian High School 
gym, a new banner hangs announcing the high school's latest athletic accom-
plishment: A New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletics Association (NJSIAA) 
Sportsmanship Award for 2012-2013. The new award is significant in and of 
itself, but perhaps more newsworthy is its familiarity. 

The award is voted on by the league and winners must remain disquali-
fication free and display good sportsmanship throughout all athletic contests. 
One to three awards are bestowed every year. Including the latest award, the 
school has won the honor every year since its inception in 1994, with the 
exception of five years. That's 14 banners.

Perhaps even more impressive is Eastern Christian's disqualification 
record. In 1991, NJSIAA started keeping statistics on sport disqualifications 
within high schools. Since the record-taking began, the school has remained 
disqualification-free every single year. There are only four other schools in 

the state who can claim the same distinction; the other three schools are 
all-girls schools.

"Sportsmanship is always a high priority and remains high," said Steve 
King, athletic director. "We try to establish a culture of sportsmanship. I work 
to create a culture amongst coaches, and they in turn create the same culture 
of sportsmanship with the kids."

Jenn Tartini '14, Kathryn Post '14, Kayla Van Lenten '14 

circled by awards won over the past four years.
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Boys JV Soccer: Boys JV soccer finished the season with a record of 3-11-
2. "The storyline of our season can be summarized by two very different 
halves," said coach Jesse Struck. "It was incredibly encouraging to see 
how much we improved throughout the season. Even in the five games we 
lost during the second half of the season, we were much more competitive 
and many of our games were won or lost by narrow margins."

Led by sophomore captain Bryan Lineweaver and junior captain 
Jason Van Goor, the small team of 13 played many games with only 10-12 
players. "Needless to say, everyone got a lot of playing time and many of 
our players were forced into positions that they were unaccustomed to. 
I am proud of how each player stepped up and served the team ahead 
of himself," said Struck. Highlights of the season include a 3-0 win over 
Midland Park on Oct. 18 and a 0-0 tie against top-ranking team Glen 
Rock on Oct. 29.

P A G E  4 3   S P R I N G  2 0 1 4

Jerry Shang '16

Girls Varsity Soccer: This year's girls varsity soccer team surpassed  
expectations as they continued a tradition of excellence, finishing the  
season with a 15-6-1 record. Led by all-league, senior co-captains Bethany 
Kuiken on defense and Jenna Struyk (19 goals) on the attack, the girls 
were also recognized for their outstanding sportsmanship.

Junior sweeper Lyndsey Smith and the freshmen trio of goalkeeper 
Brooke Van Lenten, Alyssa Botbyl (15 assists) and leading scorer Erin 
VanderPlaat (31 goals) played key roles in exciting wins versus Pompton 
Lakes, Rutherford, Lodi, Hawthorne and Queen of Peace in the state  
tournament. "I am especially thankful for the seven seniors who always 
worked hard, won humbly, lost graciously and made everyday together 
fun," said Coach Barry Veenstra. 

Girls Tennis: Girls tennis ended the season with a final 
record of 6-11, which was an improvement from last 
year. Overcoming a competitive league and the injury of  
first-singles player Priscilla Winston-Laryea, coach Adam 
Culp attributes the improvement to strong leadership by 
Priscilla, Jen Streelman and Alyssa Shurminsky, who 
hosted practices with the team since May. Also notable, 
doubles pair Jen Streelman and Caitlyn Shurminsky were 
11-3 in the league. 

"The exclamation point on the season came in the 
second-to-last match with a win against a great Pompton 
Lakes team that had just played in the state section finals," 
said Culp. "A number of opposing coaches commented on 
the quality of the character of this team."

Midway through the season, a JV girls' team was 
established. Coached by Amy Hulsebos, the girls team 
numbered eleven and included six who hadn't played  
tennis before. There was no official record, but events often 
included four double matches where girls rotated in. "As a 
JV team, we worked on the basics of the game, skills, rules 
and scoring. Over the course of our short season, I could 
definitely see improvement in my team," said Hulsebos.

Priscilla Winston-Laryea '14

Jenna Struyk '14
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Boys Varsity Soccer: Representing an improvement from past seasons, boys varsity soccer finished 
the 2013 season with a 7-15 record. "It took a lot of leadership to initiate that change," said coach 
Marc Spoelstra, who leaned on team captains Seth Alicea, Justin Miller and Jon Boonstra. "Our 
team made a choice not to follow the path of accepting what was happening in previous seasons and 
we tried to bring a mindset of success back to the program." Returning back to the state tournament, 
the team won a first-round victory. It also won three out of four games toward the end of the season, 
beating out Midland Park, Hasbrouck Heights and Elmwood Park. 

"The night games were always exciting, particularly our overtime victory versus Manchester, 
where Seth Alicea scored with two minutes remaining to tie, and Jake Veenstra scored two minutes 
into OT for the win," said Spoelstra. He added, "I'd like to thank players, parents, and alumni for 
their commitment to EC soccer this year, and ask for their support again next year as we try to bring 
this program back to being great once again.

Boys Cross Country: Despite the loss of 
seniors Matt Van Eck and captain Bobby 
Peretti due to injury and sickness mid-season, 
the team clinched a record of 3-6. Coach Joel 
Apol said Carter Heerema and Joey Post 
proved most valuable players, and the team 
achieved several exciting victories.

"The high points were taking second in 
our invitational meet and beating four teams 
in the county meet. I think the most fun we had 
in the season was the weekend training trip we 
took to my house in Sussex. We went to a llama 
farm and up a mountain," said Apol.

Looking ahead, Apol commented that 
boys cross country "can be very good next year.

Girls Varsity Volleyball: Girls varsity  
volleyball completed the season with a 
record of 6-14, with senior captains Abby 
Kuder and Kendra Visbeen at the helm. 

"Whether we won or lost, our team and 
captains made sure that Jesus got the praise 
and honor he deserved. The most beautiful 
thing a coach can experience is watching 
his or her girls after a terrible loss, keep their 
heads up, approach the other team, and ask, 
'can we pray together?'. It's beautiful and we 
praise Jesus for it," said co-coach AJ Santino, 
who coaches with this wife Larissa.

A highlight of the season was a 
sound victory against Hawthorne in the  
second half of the year, coming back to beat 
them after a "heart-breaker" loss earlier, 
said Santino. "Kendra and Abby were our  
leading attackers, who were set by Jayna Van 
Buiten. Our back court was strong, which 
was led by Nicole Aoki, who promises to 
shine in the next two years."

Jeffrey Versnel '15

David Hefty '16

Abigail Kuder '14 and Emma Hagedoorn '16
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Fall Athletic Awards 2013
Cross Country

Kathryn Post  First Team All League 
Second Team All County

Kayla Van Lenten  First Team All League 
First Team All County

Jennifer Tartini  First Team All League 
First Team All County

Erin Van Lenten  Second Team All League 
First Team All County

Kelly Bosloper  Honorable Mention All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Hannah Postma  Honorable Mention All County

Carter Heerema  Honorable Mention All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Joseph Post  Honorable Mention All County

Tennis

Priscilla  Winston-Laryea 
 Honorable Mention  All League  
  Second Team All County

Jen Streelman  First Team All League

Kaitlyn Shurminsky  First Team All League

Blair Bohuny Honorable Mention All County

Alyssa Shurminsky  Honorable Mention All County

Boys' Soccer

Seth Alicea  Second Team All League 
Second Team All County

Justin Miller  Second Team All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Sam Veenstra  Second Team All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Jon Boonstra  Honorable Mention All League

Girls' Soccer

Jenna Struck  First Team All League 
Second Team All County

Erin Vander Plaat  First Team All League 
First Team All County

Lyndsey Smith  First Team All League 
Second Team All County

Bethany Kuiken  Second Team All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Brooke Van Lenten  Second Team All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Alyssa Botbyl  Honorable Mention All League

Volleyball

Jayna Van Buiten  First Team All League 
Second Team All County

Kendra Visbeen  Honorable Mention All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Abby Kuder  Honorable Mention All County

Athletic Awards Night

The High School Fall Athletic Awards' Night was held on 

Wednesday, Nov. 7 in the high school auditorium. The evening 

began with Athletic Director Steve King welcoming the athletes 

and parents.  Devotions included a video of Cincinnati Reds Outfielder 

Chris Heisey. A graduate of Messiah College, Heisey spoke of his growth 

in Christ at Messiah and the challenges he faces as a Christian athlete in 

professional baseball.  

After devotions, teams were called to the front and each coach spoke 

concerning the season, highlighting individual and team accomplish-

ments.  The presentations provided an insight into athletics being more 

than just participation in a sport.  The school's Christian witness in the  

athletic program was evident throughout the evening.  The evening 

helped to strengthen Eastern Christian's mission of Engaging the Mind, 

Nurturing the Spirit and Transforming the World. 

Girls JV Volleyball: Girls JV volleyball 
ended the season 1-18, recording a win 
against Hawthorne. "We absolutely love 
our JV team. They did such a fantastic 
job becoming a coachable team," said co-
coach AJ Santino. "We started out very 
shaky. We were nervous and knew we had 
our work cut out for us. But every single 
one of these girls improved each day they 
stepped on the court and had fun. "Led 
by sophomores Emma Hagedoorn and 
Hana Schwartz, the team ended each 
game the same way varsity did: with 
prayer. "Our team was led by two won-
derful young ladies. These two also stood 
out while they played on the court as well. 
Emma was a force at the net and Hana's 
court awareness was awesome all around. 
We are very much looking forward to see-
ing how this young JV team will progress 
in the offseason and show up for the 2014 
school year," added Santino.

Tiara Dawkins '15
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A Higher Level Of Banking

www.ASBNOW .com201-444-7100

* There is no charge from Atlantic Stewardship Bank, however, data transfer fees may apply from your mobile carrier. Deposits are 
subject to verification and not available for immediate withdrawal. Deposit limits and restrictions apply.

Atlantic Stewardship Bank proudly supports the 
Eastern Christian School Association. Open a Personal 
or Business Checking Account and We’ll Make a 
Donation to ECSA. Please bring this ad with you. 
Accounts must be opened with a minimum of $100. 
This offer pertains to checking accounts opened 
with new money to the bank or for new accounts 
transferred from another institution.

Now you can deposit a check into your Atlantic Stewardship Bank account from anywhere, anytime and do it securely and 
conveniently. The ASB APP for your iPhone, iPad or Android device is free*. It’s deposit on the go from your phone!

Deposit with Just A Touch 

Download the ASB App at or at www.asbnow.com

(FORMERLY JB FIREPLACES)

 

RETAIL HOURS:
Open Mondays October-February

    

IN ADDITION TO GAS & WOOD FIREPLACES, GAS & WOOD STOVES WE OFFER A WIDE VARIETY 
of Gas Log Sets, Custom Doors, Tool Sets, Screens, Grates, Hearth Rugs, Fire Pits, 

Fire Starters, and most other products that are fi replace related.

www.kjbfireplaces.com

KJBFireplaces

875 RT 17 SOUTH
RAMSEY, NJ 07446

201.760.9585
201.760.9623 fax
CONSTRUCTION OFFICE HOURS:
Monday–Friday 8–4

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10–5:30 
Thursday 10–8 | Saturday 10–3

RETAIL HOURS:


