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Together…

E
astern Christian School is not a group of buildings, a collection of 

books and computers, or a group of independent individuals who 

gather together solely for their personal benefit. We are, rather, a  

living, breathing community of interdependent Christian brothers and sisters 

– people who learn with and from each other and depend upon each other 

for our very existence. In the words of 1 Corinthians 12, we are “made up of 

many parts; and though the parts are many, …[we] form one body.” 

This issue of The Herald celebrates that sense of unity and interdepen-

dence and reports on all of the things that we do as a school community  

– together! From the critically important work done by hundreds  

of volunteers in our school buildings and in supporting ventures, such 

as ditto and the TRIP program, to the amazing renovation of the high 

school courtyard, accomplished through the vision, skill, and hard work of  

community volunteers and student laborers. From the rich opportunities 

resident in Eastern Christian’s new church / community partnerships, to 

our wonderful everyday partnerships with parents who dedicate their time 

and expertise to enriching the learning of our students from preschool to 

high school.

We hope that you enjoy this issue of The Herald as we take an in-depth 

look at the theme of “Together” in this very special community called Eastern 

Christian School!

Thomas G. Dykhouse (’76) 

Executive Director & Head of 

School
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An aerial picture of the courtyard in 
January: The courtyard project at the 

high school was started in earnest 
last spring thanks to the work and 

generosity of dozens of businesses 
and individuals. The new space, when 
finished, will include a growing space 

and an outdoor classroom, among 
other features.
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CAMPUS NEWS

Elementary School Gets a Lift

In the mid-1960s, Eastern Christian erected a new elementary school 

building on a quiet cul-de-sac in Midland Park.  The property at 

Baldwin Drive included—among many other features—a state-of-

the-art heating system with 65 percent efficiency and walls of single pane, 

plate-glass windows.

While curriculum continued to evolve with the changing generations,  

the building remained largely the same for nearly fifty years. The old  

boilers—now only operating at 50 percent efficiency – were still cranking 

out heat to the millennial generation, who gazed out the exact same windows  

parents and grandparents had looked through when they were kids.  

Times have changed. 

When students re-entered the building after the summer of 2014, they 

were greeted with a revitalized look and many updated features. The project  

was completely funded through donations to the Capital Campaign.

“In about nine weeks, the building built in 1965 was transformed 

into a school that looks like it was built in 2014—all of this without  

a dollar coming from tuition. In fact, our renovation should have a  

significant impact on future utility expenses, actually saving operational  

dollars and allowing more tuition money to go directly to education,”  

said David Visbeen, executive director for the Foundation for Eastern 

Christian School Association and former president of Visbeen Construction 

Company, the general contractors for the job. 

 New bathrooms were installed in 2013 as part of the first phase of the 

project. Among the many changes this summer, new windows, exterior 

doors, ceilings, floor tiles, lights and boilers were installed. The school also 

upgraded the electrical service to enable the possibility of air conditioning 

in the future, as well as painted corridors and classrooms. 

Many of the upgrades increased energy efficiency. For example, the 

new heating system is rated 95 percent efficient. The recently installed LED 

lamps consume only 17 percent of the electricity of the old bulbs and have 

a life expectancy of 40 years. Motion detectors turn lights off when there’s 

no motion in the room. 

“The physical environment of the school plays a big part in student 

learning. Students are comfortable and stimulated in classrooms that are 

inviting and clean. Learning is enhanced in classrooms that are well lit and 

appropriately warm,” said Sandra Bottge, principal. 

She added, “Students were thrilled when they came to school on the 

first day. They loved the freshly painted classrooms and hallways, pencil 

signs, doors and windows. They played guessing games in each room to 

see what was renovated. One student came up to me on the first day of 

school and said, “I love our new school!”

CAMPUS NEWS

Christopher DeRooy, Ryan Shepperd, Lydia Rossi, Faith D’alessandro  
and Jayden Feliz enter the newly redone facility on the first day.

Andy Genuario and Hannah Leegwater 

walk in the refurbished doors.

Nathan Im, Dirk Denenkamp and Patrick Reitsma come excited for a new year.
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Learning from 9/11

Anthony Johnson’s memories are vivid, emblazoned in his mind 

like snapshots: A black cloud, empty shoes, ash mixed with bank 

notes. Yet it isn’t only images he recalls from that day. It’s also the 

sounds: An officer, yelling at the media; the noise of the towers coming 

down; and of course, the screams. 

As a reporter for WABC TV (and current EC parent), his impulse 

was to drive toward the World Trade Center on 9/11 to cover the story of  

a plane crash. Blocked by a police officer from getting too close, he  

momentarily ducked into a deli with his cameraman. In that brief moment 

inside the eatery, the earth shook as the tower crashed down, the sky 

turned pitch black, and New York City changed forever.

Anthony Johnson’s testimony is one perspective out of many shared 

with students during Paul Beverly’s 9/11 SOAR. SOAR, which stands for 

Student Opted Academic Resources, is a time each day when high school 

students enrich their learning through a variety of class offerings. In its 

third year, the 9/11 SOAR continues to draw a large crowd of students.

Beverly first introduced the idea of the SOAR on the tenth anniversary  

of the tragedy – 2011. He had attended a workshop at the 9/11 Tribute 

Center the summer before and felt stirred to do something more, he said.

“I hope from a content perspective, [students who attend this 

SOAR] will have an understanding of what happened on 9/11 and a little  

understanding of why it happened. From a faith perspective, I hope that 

kids will hear stories of people with great faith who have lived through 

these tragic events. I hope they will learn how their faith sustained them 

and how they became stronger,” said Beverly. 

Students commit to attending the classes for the full eight to ten weeks 

it’s offered. Each week, a different guest with a unique 9/11 story speaks. 

The official class culminates with a visit to the 9/11 Tribute Center and 

the memorial, although students in the past have spun off independent 

studies afterwards. Ann Van Hine, former EC parent and a 9/11 widow, 

always serves as the school’s tour guide. 

Beverly added, “When Ann Van Hine tells her story to our students, 

there’s always a silence in the room. I don’t know how else to describe it. 

They are so deeply moved. Kid’s don’t know what to ask or are afraid of 

asking.”

In addition to the student’s learning, the testimonies in class have also 

stirred Beverly personally. “I remember that day. I personally remember 

fearing for our daughter, who worked across from the White House at the 

time—not being able to get ahold of her. So I have that memory, but I just 

have a real hard time with the loss, the suddenness and the size of it…I’m 

still trying to deal with [the scope of the human tragedy] in my own head.”

A panoramic view of the 9/11 memorial pool, taken by SOAR student Anita Karr during the field trip

Anthony Johnson addresses students during the 9/11 SOAR
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The Princess and The Pauper
BY GABBY BUCCOLA '17

The Princess and The Pauper, a play based on Mark Twain’s 

popular short story with a similar title, tells the story of two 

teens who switch identities.

The main difference between the two literary works is the  

gender of the leads. In the play version, females play the key  

characters, while Mark Twain’s version, The Prince and The Pauper, 

portrays two males.

Held November 13-15 in the high school auditorium, Alissa  

Sytsma and Amanda Vincenti, playing the princess and the  

pauper, led a diverse cast to perform the timeless tale. Abi Johnson, 

the lady’s maid, recognized several themes in the story, including 

societal roles and unlikely friendships.

“It was inspiring to work with such a diverse cast,” commented 

Jane Okma, director. “Every member of the cast and crew worked 

together to form something greater than the sum of its parts.  This 

production was a concrete illustration of I Corinthians 12:12-26."

Soaring in Small Groups

Isaiah 40:31, Eastern Christian’s theme verse for the year, reminds readers 

that those who “hope in the Lord” will “soar on wings like eagles.” Too 

often, man finds hope in counterfeits. The middle school small group 

program, however, exhorts its young eagles to find the better way—soar.  

Meeting every other week through June, middle school small groups 

are delving deep into the themes presented in Isaiah 40.  “We are focusing 

on the year’s theme of “hope in the Lord”, as opposed to hoping in other 

things, such as our stuff, ourselves, etc.,” explains small group adviser and 

middle school Bible teacher Betsy Tyvoll.

Small group leaders are chosen among seventh and eighth graders; 

interested students complete an application process; teachers provide 

input; and a small selection of faculty and staff make the final decision.

The commitment expected from leaders is substantial. Leaders 

meet every other week for breakfast and attend meetings twice a week. In  

addition, a full-day retreat in the fall provided necessary training.

“We engaged in group-building activities, prayed and worshipped 

together, went over some curriculum-related matters and allowed time to 

practice leading discussion and group prayer, “says Tyvoll. “We finished 

with a charge about the responsibilities involved with discipling peers.”

From top (L-R): Mark Van Reeth, Skylar Brown, Adrian Brown, Vladimir Medina; Scott Steenstra, Kimona 

Dussard, Stephanie Avila, Matthew Matthias, Michael Vreisema; Jeanae Dedio, Hanna Furman, Alissa 

Sytsma, Amanda Vincenti, Abi Johnson, Francesca de Paris; Maggie Albies, Diana Ibrahim

Maddie Ritsema, Tara Casey, teacher Betsy Tyvoll, Madison Wynbeek, and Aidan Miller.

Seventh and eighth grade small group leaders at the small group training retreat: Jaclyn 

Vincenti, Morgan Vulpone, Jenna Brooks, Justin Kuiphoff, Brayden Vogel, Sydney Moore, 

and Angela Mo (not facing camera). 
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Day at the (African) Museum 

In the book of Matthew, chapter 28, Jesus exhorts his 

followers to “go and make disciples of all nations.” 

At the Problem-Based Learning (PBL) kick-off 

chapel on September 16, 2014, students learned about 

the gospel and its use in missions, as well as how it 

applies to this year’s school-wide project.

For a second year, the elementary school is  

working with the Steen family, currently missionaries 

in Tanzania. 

PBL is a style of learning where real-world, 

authentic problems and questions are considered, 

discussed, analyzed, researched and explored. Last 

year, the question the school looked at was: How can 

we support the Steens when they are in Tanzania and 

we are not? This year, the school is focusing on the 

question: How can we continue to support the Steens 

by transforming our school into an African museum?

 "I love watching our students participate in our 

school-wide PBL project. They collaborate well with 

their peers throughout the PBL process. They always amaze me with their 

creative solutions to some challenging real life issues,” said Sandra Bottge, 

principal.

The study of Africa will translate into many additional areas of  

exploration, ranging from geography, to culture, to nature. Students will 

also answer why it is important for the Steens to continue their work in 

Africa; in particular, what it means to bring “good news.”

Teacher Karen Baitzel defined the gospel message as good news, 

choosing colors to symbolize various aspects of the pre-Christian and 

Christian life. Ultimately, she said, “The punishment for sin is death, but 

because God loves us so much, he provided a special way for God to wash 

away our sins.”

The special chapel time concluded with children creating salvation 

bracelets to remind them of the gospel message.

Marjorie Kingslow Charlie Denekamp Zachary Soder and Sarah Castro holding up their bracelets

Rachael DeRooy, James Torres and Austin Vander Pyl 
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The No-AP School

As prospective high school parents and students navigate the  

competitive college prep landscape and consider various schools, 

certain metrics are used in an attempt to compare and contrast 

the academic rigor of the institutions. Frequently, these searches center 

around statistics—like graduate college placement percentage, student/

teacher ratio, and Advanced Placement offerings.

When I toured Eastern Christian High School for the first time and put 

on my “prospective family hat,” I asked the familiar questions about these same, 

traditional metrics. I learned that ECHS places an excellent 93% of graduates 

in college programs. I learned that ECHS has a desirable 11:1 student:teacher 

ratio. And then I learned that ECHS offers zero AP classes. 

Initially, this shocked me. 

For a school claiming to provide an excellent academic education that 

is preparing students to transform the world, this seemed contradictory. 

When I learned the school intentionally veered away from AP courses,  

I was even more skeptical.

But as I learned what ECHS does offer for college preparation,  

I re-engaged ECHS with renewed vigor. I have come to realize two things: 

ECHS is committed to providing the best education possible, and AP 

classes may not be all they are cracked up to be.

Project Acceleration: PA, not AP
Let’s take a look at the ECHS college prep program: Project Acceleration.  

What is Project Acceleration?
Project Acceleration is a dual-enrollment program with Seton Hall 

University, which enables students to earn up to 22 college credits while 

still in high school. EC Project Acceleration teachers are state-certified and 

serve as adjunct professors at Seton Hall University. Project Acceleration 

teachers hold a master’s degree in their area of expertise. 

What courses are included in Project Acceleration?
Courses currently include Calculus, Honors Chemistry, Advanced 

Composition, English 3 Honors, English 4 Honors, US History 1 Honors 

and US History 2 Honors

What does Project Acceleration cost?
Each college credit costs $75 through Project Acceleration. Seton Hall 

University’s on-campus undergraduate rate is $996 per credit. This  

program may allow students to accumulate enough credits to graduate  

a semester early.

What are the differences between a Project Acceleration and an 
Advanced Placement course?

Advanced Composition  class

Project Acceleration Advanced Placement

Learning Concept-driven (Learn through the entire semester)  

Course terminates in June (10 months)

Test-driven (Learn information for one big test at the end)  

Early May test date (8 months)

Credits Credits granted with a C or above earned in class Credits granted with an AP exam score of 3, 4, or 5

Teacher Qualifications State certified Master’s degree Adjunct professor State certified

This is an abbreviated version of an original blog post by Rudi Gesch, director of marketing and enrollment. To read the full version or subscribe to the blog, visit http://www.easternchristian.org/about-ec/blog/.
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Hilsner [greetings] from Denmark
BY AB I JOHNSON '17

In every school, the sound of chattering students echoes through the 

hallway.  At Eastern Christian, this chatter is often in several different 

languages. For a brief time in October, one more language was added 

to the already-diverse ‘cultural soup’ that makes up the high school. 

On Oct. 1, more than 30 Danish students visited Eastern Christian, 

exploring aspects of American culture and connecting with young  

believers from another nation. At the same time, Eastern Christian students  

and leaders experienced Denmark culture and grew in their faith.

Former student Tom Zabriskie became a teacher at the Djurslands 

Efterskole, a Danish Folk School. Several years ago, Zabriskie emailed 

to see if it was possible for his students to visit America through his old 

school. Finally, the arrangements were made with the help of Principal 

Ruth Kuder, Director of Extended Education James Anderson, and 

Learning Center Director Luke Van Denend.

Efterskole shares a philosophy with other Danish Folk Schools:  

provide teenage students with a Christian-based, liberal arts education 

in an environment similar to an American boarding school. The mission  

statement of the evangelical Djurslands Efterskole is: “To nurture our 

young people’s potential to take responsibility for their own lives, respect 

their fellow human beings, and to live in joy and wonder at the life God 

has given us. We hope to prepare our students for life: academically,  

personally, and spiritually.”

Because the Djurslands Efterskole students will live together for the 

next few years, school leaders saw an American trip for ninth and tenth 

graders as an opportunity to build unity and cohesion, in addition to 

exposing them to United States culture and the English language. “This 

trip was also about having fellowship with other believing students,” Kuder 

added. “Hopefully some Danish students were changed by their exposure 

to the American Christian community.”

Activities included service projects and devotions provided by area 

churches, a day on the EC high school campus and a trip to New York City.

Danish students were surprised by some of the aspects of American 

culture.  “Everything’s cheaper and bigger. You drive a lot.  People are very 

friendly here,” said Danish student Benjamin Flinta. 

More important than the differences, both American and Danish 

Christians celebrated the similarities. “I feel like God is with me wherever 

I go,” said Danish student Jenny Weber Jørgensen. “I’m happy that there 

are Christians all over the world.”

Anderson added, “Hosting believers from other nations offers a  

tremendous opportunity to grow and learn about the global body of 

believers and helps us all better understand one another as brothers and 

sisters in Christ. Developing a culturally sensitive worldview and experi-

encing cross-cultural engagement serves to strengthen the body of Christ 

globally while also challenging and affirming faith on a personal level.”A Danish student interacts with EC student Samantha Boonstra

EC student Brianne Remy works with a student from Denmark.
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Let Us Go to the House of the Lord

As the end of October neared, preschool staff geared the children  

up—not for Halloween—but for church week. An annual  

tradition for more than 20 years, students engaged in week-long 

events as an exciting introduction to church life and history.

As part of the week, junior kindergarten students visited Faith 

Community CRC, where a student’s father—KC Vande Streek—serves 

as pastor. They toured the building, learned more about worship and the 

Bible and discussed roles at the church. 

In addition to a field trip for the oldest preschool students, classes 

learned from Pastor Tom Henion, associate pastor of Living Word 

Reformed Church. He sang songs and spoke about tools he uses as a  

pastor, including his GPS.

Students also sat in the fourth grade Reformation Day chapel, shared 

prayers and made churches with stained glass windows.

“This was a very special week,” said Kathy Faasse, preschool teacher. 

“We have a few future choir singers, teachers and deacons in our class.”

“American” Parents head to Harvard

On a brisk November Day, Ken and Cathy Lagerveld packed 

up the car and made the nearly five-hour trek to Cambridge to 

attend Harvard Parents Weekend.  They went out for supper, 

attended a sports game, and toured campus. The scenario seems typical for 

parents of college students, but in the case of the Lagervelds, their children 

were already grown and married. They were there to visit someone else: 

A young lady whose parents were in China. 

Four years ago, the Lagervelds decided to open their home to Kylie 

Zhang, a tenth grade international student from China. Although Zhang 

moved to Arizona the following year, the trio kept in touch. 

Zhang was the first student the Lagervelds hosted. “Ken and I were both 

a little nervous about accepting a total stranger into our home, especially one 

that didn’t speak English very well. We were most surprised,” says Cathy. 

“Kylie is a very loving and outgoing girl. She immediately fit into our family 

– not only our immediate family, but our extended family as well. She also 

gained a new American Nana and Pop and a Grandma, as well as several 

more aunts and uncles.”

The warm feelings were mutual. Zhang shares, “I was most surprised 

at their entire acceptance and welcoming of my entrance into their family 

and their life. I thought it would take some time for us to get used to each 

other due to the cross-cultural experiences, but we got along very well 

pretty [quickly]. Since then, they have been treating me as their daughter.”

This year, 26 families have opened their homes to international  

students from China and Korea. The Lagervelds currently host two  

students who have been at their home during the past two school years. 

“We always like to joke with them that we want to be invited to their  

weddings some day. Hopefully we will be able to do that,” says Cathy.

Students and host families often share a special bond for years to 

come. Host families are responsible for providing for basic physical and 

spiritual needs of the students under their charge. This includes meals, 

transportation to student activities, and a private bedroom. Students also 

attend church with the family. 

 Zhang offers this advice for families who are considering hosting. 

 “Be open to the foreign culture and tolerant to the differences that  

international students may bring with them to America.” She adds, “I see 

Ken and Cathy as my American parents…their support is definitely one 

of the reasons why I got into Harvard. It was an honor for me to have had 

them over that weekend.”

Pastor KC Vande Streek, with his son Channing, speak to junior kindergarten students.

Kylie Zhang and the Lagervelds during parent’s weekend at Harvard.
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They Fought For Us

As the buses dropped off students for the beginning of the school day, a line of chairs in the elementary school 

gym were set up and marked “reserved” for veterans and relatives. The school had sent an open invite 

via email for its Veterans Day chapel. ECES staff hoped for at least five or six veterans to join in worship.

By the start of chapel, the first row of reserved chairs was completely full, and veterans spilled 

into the rows behind. The group included great-grandfathers, grandfathers and fathers who served 

in WWII, Korean and Vietnam wars, as well as operations in Iraq.  Many branches of the military were  

represented, including the US Army, Navy, National Guard and Coast Guard.

The audience watched a short video titled “I fought for you,” which visually depicted the price of freedom 

in a way that younger children could relate to.  Students then presented the veterans with hand-made cards 

and red, white and blue carnations to show their thankfulness.

“Veterans fought for our freedom. Because of their service, we can live in a country where we can make 

choices and people don’t control us,” said Sandra Bottge, principal. “We have freedom to go to church and 

to worship God the way the Bible tells us.”

Bottge tied in religious freedom to “another kind of freedom—our freedom in Christ.” She expounded 

on several verses from John, 1 Peter and Isaiah to illustrate the seriousness of sin, the sacrifice of Christ and 

the “freedom that comes from forgiveness in Christ.”

Veteran Michael Tanis, who 
served eight years in the US 
Army, and daughter Brielle

WWII veteran Joseph J. Sciacca with 
his two granddaughters, Katherine 
and Kayleigh MarshallKelly Jeon opened chapel with a violin solo.

Veterans Jim Oosting and Robert Vander Pyl 

receive cards from their granddaughters.

Veterans and students gathered together for a group photo after the chapel service.
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The Green Christian School

Everywhere you look today, green initiatives are en vogue. But for 

Christians, green initiatives aren’t a trend or even anything new. 

“Going green” has been our call since the Garden of Eden. One of 

the innovative features of Eastern Christian School is how seriously this 

mandate is taken. 

Easily the biggest green initiative in the school’s history, all three 

of Eastern Christian’s campuses are solar powered.  Eagle Solar LLC, a  

for-profit company owned by Eastern Christian, provides both electricity 

and a new source of revenue from the sale of 

Solar Renewable Energy Credits.  In 2011, 

Eagle Solar installed 1800 panels across its 

three campuses.  Since inception, 1.9 mil-

lion kilowatt hours of electricity has been 

generated – the energy equivalent of 150,000  

gallons of gasoline. 

One of the main things those solar 

panels feed? Lighting! The school has 

recently taken on-campus lighting to the 

next, greener level. We’re in the midst of a 

multi-year investment in LED light bulbs to 

replace fluorescents. This project requires the 

reworking of our electrical systems, and an 

investment up front, but, over the 40+ year 

lifespan of these bulbs, (which give off 8 per-

cent more lumens and consume 83 percent 

less electricity than their older, duller fluorescent counterparts) they will 

pay for themselves many times over. 

Although these initiatives are some of the most noticeable to visitors, 

the school has aimed to conserve resources many other ways. Among 

them, filtered water bottle stations feature a “green ticker” that counts how 

many plastic water bottles are saved by using refillable water—so far the 

school has saved more than 50,000. The adoption of a Google Doc system 

and digital admissions process has saved paper by millions of sheets. And 

cleaning and ice removal supplies are environmentally friendly. 

For those who don’t necessarily get excited about “going green,”  

we might consider another kind of green- money. Not only are these  

initiatives good for creation and sustainable 

for the future, they save our school money 

today- and lots of it! For example, Solar 

Power annually produces Eastern Christian 

School approximately $250,000 in combined 

energy savings and revenue from the sale of 

Green Energy Credits. 

While these green initiatives have  

positioned EC well in the present to run 

an efficient affordable school system, the  

primary focus is on sustainability for the 

future. We take pride in setting an example 

for our students that God’s majestic Creation 

matters- and that their future matters!  

We don’t measure our mission in years – we 

measure it in generations!

This is an abbreviated version of  

an original blog post by Rudi Gesch, director of marketing and  

enrollment. To read the full version or subscribe to the blog, visit 

http://www.easternchristian.org/about-ec/blog/.

An eagle’s view of the Eastern Christian high school roof.

Annually, Eastern Christian 

School benefits to the tune  

of $250,000 in combined  

energy savings and revenue 

as a result of the  

solar energy initiative
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New Appointments Announced at EC
The Eastern Christian Board of Directors announced two new appointments effective 

January 26, 2015. Daniel Lazor has been appointed to the position of Eastern Christian 

Middle School Principal, replacing Dick Van Yperen, who will return to his former  

position as Director of Curriculum & Instruction. Barry Veenstra has accepted the 

position of Athletic Director, having served on an interim basis the first semester.

Lazor comes to Eastern Christian having most recently served as Elementary School 

Principal at Yongsan International School in Seoul, Korea. He received his bachelor’s 

from Cornell University, his M.S. from Fordham University and an M.Ed from Baptist 

Bible College.  Currently, he’s pursuing a Doctor of Education degree from the University 

of Bath in Bath, England.

He, his wife Michelle, and their six children recently relocated from Seoul to Northern 

New Jersey.

Barry Veenstra stepped into the role of Athletic Director, having served at Eastern 

Christian for more than 32 years. Before assuming interim Athletic Director leadership, 

he was the high school’s physical education and health teacher, and has coached soccer,  

basketball and softball at high school and middle school levels during his tenure. 

Aside from being an Eastern Christian alumnus, Veenstra graduated from Calvin 

College. He has received many honors as coach, including leading the 2007 girls 

soccer team to a state championship. 

Barry and his wife, Debi (a member of the ECES faculty), reside in North Haledon and 

attend Emergence Church in Totowa.

Weight Room: Bigger and Better
BY ALON DRA BRANCATO '17

Instead of typewriters, room 1 now houses equipment such as  

ellipticals, a stationary bike, an incline bench press, and a new rowing 

machine. The space also includes a white board for health class lessons 

and a large mirror along the length of one of its walls. 

The new weight room, unveiled this September, was relocated from 

beneath the bleachers to room 1 for many reasons. It is one of the largest  

classrooms in the school. It is also at the end of the hallway, directly 

across from the gym entrance and connected to Athletic Director Barry 

Veenstra’s office. 

Veenstra explained what triggered the idea of relocating the weight 

room. “First and foremost, there was the need to impress students with the 

importance of personal fitness and show them that the school is committed 

to helping them achieve it. It is bigger, brighter, better ventilated, holds more 

equipment, and is more inviting,” says Veenstra. 

Students agree. A frequent user of the weight room, junior Jonathan 

Canales says the new room is much more comfortable. He says the  

atmosphere is better, and less muggy. Jon adds, “The old weight room was 

so crowded that you were afraid you might hit somebody or yourself. Now, 

we have enough room to actually work out. We had [the weight room] 

before, but we were not able to give our best ability.” 

The old weight room—underneath the bleachers – is now used as a 

storage space for athletic and PE equipment. 

Veenstra adds, “It makes me smile to see students using it during class, 

lunch, and after school. It was worth it.” 

Trent Braen, Michael Vriesema and Sam Veenstra ready 
room 1 over the summer for its new use as a weight room. 

Daniel Lazor and his family
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Learning to be MAD

Created nine years ago, the Make A Difference (MAD) program 

enables middle school students to partner with local non-profits, 

using their time and talents to make a difference in the com-

munity. The school has forged relationships with various organizations, 

including Habitat for Humanity and New Hope Community Ministries. 

Students work on service and fundraising projects throughout the year.

This year’s program was unveiled to the fifth through eighth graders 

during a memorable chapel in November. 

As a lead-up to the chapel, the number “three” began appearing 

throughout the school. As students asked for a reason why the number 

appeared and multiplied, they were answered with, “what do you think?”

The chapel brought more surprises when teachers David Brewer, 

Everett Henderson and Ben Kuiken transformed into the Three Stooges. 

The Three Stooges humorously portrayed how they might try to make 

a difference—ultimately failing. At the end of the play, three students  

representing faith, hope and love confronted the stooges, challenging  

them to make a difference by three essential traits outlined in scripture: 

faith, hope and love.

The chapel introducing the MAD launch was based on 1 Corinthians 

13:13, where Paul writes, “And now these three remain: faith, hope and 

love. But the greatest of these is love.”

Each grade will finish its final MAD projects in May.  In the meantime 

the number 3 will continue to serve as a reminder. “Now when students 

see the number 3 around the middle school, they have a vivid picture of 

how faith, hope and love are at the heart of our desire to make a difference 

in our community,” said Dick Van Yperen.

String and Make Music

Despite research linking music instruction with increased overall 

academic performance, more than 1.3 million elementary-aged 

students do not receive musical instruction at school, according 

to a 2012 report published by the National Center for Education Statistics. 

Eastern Christian remains committed to instruction in the fine arts. 

One notable program at the school is its vibrant—and growing—string 

program, which currently includes 97 participants ranging from second 

grade through high school. 

The string program started in 1971 under the direction of Kay 

Andreas. In the 1980s, it moved to an after-school format, but was brought 

back into the school day around 2000. Cathy Clark currently leads the 

program, traveling to all three campuses each week.

“Quite a few students have gone on to a professional career or have 

become active in their churches and communities as a result of starting 

in the string program of Eastern Christian,” says Clark.

One former Eastern Christian string student, Todd Van Beveren, 

currently directs the Ridgewood Symphony Orchestra. Each year, current 

students participate in the orchestra’s Festival of Strings, which typically 

draws more than 100 young musicians from area schools.

At the elementary school, 24 second-graders have joined the  

program this year, as well as five older students new to the school. At that 

age, instruction is limited to violin. Middle school students, however, begin 

to diversify into other instruments—cello, viola and base.

High school students can choose to participate in the string orchestra, 

chamber orchestra, or both. 

Clark sees a number of benefits related to learning a string instrument.  

“Participating allows them to positively experience music. It’s also  

promotes discipline, the use of fine motor skills, and works different parts 

of the brain…Children’s first experience with a musical instrument should 

be positive. I want music to be an influence in their lives.”

The Three Stooges—teachers David Brewer, Everett Henderson and Ben Kuiken—flanked 
by middle school students Annika Westra, Brianna Poliandro and Henry Poliandro.

Steven Molina, Sofia-Vesti Graine and Jesse Yohannan

Matthew Soder and Julien Arcay



EC Gets Social
One way that the Eastern Christian community can stay 

together is through social media. If you are interested 

in engaging EC’s mission, or even just keeping up with 

what’s happening on our three campuses, then we would 

strongly encourage connecting with us. In Facebook, 

YouTube, EC has four very active social media channels. 

Give us a like, a retweet, a favorite, a subscription, or a 

follow! We love to stay connected with the greater EC  

community and these channels are a great way to do this!

/EasternChristianSchool

@EC1892

/EC1892

@EC1892

Our most popular social media channels, the EC facebook page has over 
2,200 unique “likes.” We share all of our website articles and blog posts 
on facebook and twitter so that our website content is more accessible.

While we’re pretty sure that Eagles don’t “Tweet” in nature, they do tweet on 
twitter. Join over 200 followers on our school’s twitter channel @EC1892. Or, 
if you want to stay up to date with EC Athletics, check out the Athletics twitter 
account @EC_Eagles for real-time scores and highlights of Eagles Athletics.

Eastern Christian’s YouTube channel has had over 12,000 video views. 
Home to 47 unique videos. With over 6,000 views, our most popular video 
by far is our “Do LIfe Big” video from this fall.

If a picture is worth a thousand words, then our newly opened Instagram 
account is worth a couple hundred thousand words! Every Friday, we turn 
our Instagram Account over to an EC teacher. They take and post real-time 
pictures of their day as part of our “Instagram Fridays” promotion. 
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When the Lord Builds

When the Lord instructed Moses to erect the tabernacle, his 

instructions were specific, indicating details such as the acacia 

wood for the frames and a cherubim design woven into the 

curtain separating the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.

His holy work was carried out by skilled workers such as Bezalel, 

described by the Lord in Exodus 31 as being filled with “the Spirit of God, 

with wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and with all kinds of skills.” 

Throughout the Bible, there are examples of the Lord using uniquely gifted 

individuals, working together, to accomplish His plans. In the New Testament, 

the apostle Paul reminds the church “there are different kinds of working, but 

in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work” (1 Corinthians 12:6).

Anne Bazanowski, high school science teacher and coordinator of the 

courtyard project, has seen the Lord’s hand at work in the courtyard of Eastern 

Christian High School. Largely unused throughout Eastern Christian’s history, 

fifteen businesses and dozens of student and community volunteers have come 

together to re-invent the space over the past year. Bazanowski hopes the new 

space will engage students academically and spiritually, while also providing 

a platform to serve others outside of the school’s walls.

“It needs to be focused on the Lord,” she says. 

 There are four main areas of the courtyard. When completed, an outdoor 

classroom will enable teachers to bring learning outside on an as-needed, 

rotational basis. The growing area, which includes five large, raised beds and 

a possible refurbished greenhouse (in discussion), will provide food for local 

food pantries and opportunities for nutrition, cultural and science education. 

“The planting bed is four times larger than I initially expected. I 

believe the Lord wants us to grow food. Justice concerns are something 

really big on my heart; specifically, hunger locally and globally. The  

courtyard garden needs to have an outward application,” she says. “The 

junior class has already asked to grow food and donate to food pantries.”

A corner patio will serve a dual purpose of quiet study during  

the school day and an outside social area during lunch. A lawn space 

completes the design. “My vision for the lawn and circular space would 

be to have this as a quiet, contemplative space used for journaling, poetry 

reading, thought and prayer. We also talked about a Shakespearean  

garden—planting flowers that are named in Shakespeare plays, as well as 

utilizing art students for sculptures.”

Interestingly, what to do with the courtyard has been a discussion 

on-and-off for many years. The 1972 ECHOES yearbook shows juniors 

breaking up and clearing out asphalt in the inner courtyard. More recently, 

students cleared out poison ivy that had invaded the area. Despite sporadic 

periods of interest and effort, the courtyard has remained unused.

A student article written by Dianni Hall in the November 2013 issue 

of the EC Times provided the spark igniting the latest effort. Her article 

shared some of Bazanowski’s vision, along with the roadblocks that had 

stopped progression. Glenn Jacobsen, owner of Jacobsen Landscape 

Design and Construction, saw the issue at Cornerstone Christian Church 

and passed it to ’09 graduate Matt Touw. They called the high school in 

December and offered to help. By April, several other contractors joined in 

and in May, Braen Supply committed to donating the masonry materials, 

“by far the single, largest piece of the project,” shares Bazanowski. “I don’t 

know what happened, but the owner, Janet Braen, heard our story and 

said I want to help you. That was totally God.”

Such a large-scale project doesn’t come without significant material  

and labor costs. In the case of the courtyard, “everything has been 

donated,” says Bazanowski. “One of the things that has really struck me is 

the absolute kindness and generosity of the contractors – the Godly men 

and women who are in this community and the graciousness and kindness 

they exhibited, coming and giving of their all, expecting nothing in return.”

The courtyard blanketed in snow after an early season storm. 



Volunteers Henry Mestrallet, Kyle Dykstra, Scott Steenstra 
and Tanner Allen move pavers into place for the new corner 
patio.  Professionals from Ken Steenstra Landscaping were 
able to work very quickly laying pavers for the new patio 
because of the initial volunteer work.

Sergio Harris 

plants the final 
azalea bush next 
to the outdoor 
classroom.

In early August, Kyle and Glenn Tynan donated 
their masonry skills to build the retaining wall 
around the corner patio. 

Jon Veenstra, Michelle Silvestri,  

Jake Veenstra and Sam Veenstra look 
on while Scott Steenstra prepares 
the foundation for the retaining wall 
around the outdoor classroom.

Because the only access in is through a standard door, Downes Tree Supply donated rental of the largest 
crane in the area to lift large equipment and materials into and out of the courtyard. 

The courtyard made a cameo in the 1972 yearbook. 
The text says, “The juniors use picks and shovels to 
clear out the asphalt in the inner courtyard.”

Eastern Christian thanks the businesses  
and organizations that have come alongside 
the school to revitalize the courtyard:

Abma’s Farm
Borduin Paving
Braen Supply
Cedar Hill Nursery
City Green, Inc.
Downes Tree Service
Duffy’s Landscaping & Design
East Coast International Church
Farmside Landscape & Design
Glenn Tynan Masonry
Horizon Landscape Company

Jacobsen Landscape Design & 
Construction

Ken Steenstra Landscaping

Kuiken Brothers Company, Inc.

Matt Braunius Lawn & Landscape

Peter Raymond Wells Architect, LLC 

Twin-County Irrigation

Servants Heart, ministry of 
Cornerstone Christian Church

Stonington Gardens

Whole Kids Foundation

Brianne Remy, Abigail Rodriguez, Bryan Lineweaver and 
Kyle Dykstra work on a rainy Saturday morning to dig a 
trench for the arborvitae along the outdoor classroom. 

Student volunteers work with teacher Anne Bazanowski  
to pull weeds around the newly installed planting beds.
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Completing the Puzzle

A mother pulls slices of pizza from a carton and serves them to  

hungry students. A father walks the playground monitoring 

recess. A grandmother marks a shirt for $2 and brings it on to 

the retail floor. A group of students stay after school to spread mulch. 

Alone, these tasks may seem ordinary, insignificant. Together, they 

add up to something huge.

Eastern Christian volunteers contribute approximately 20,000 hours 

of labor every year. Their collective work provides additional streams of 

income, supports teachers and staff, and cultivates a warm and welcoming 

atmosphere for students and guests. The value of their time and talent is 

conservatively estimated at $250K annually.

“Sometimes it’s easy to lose sight of all that’s happening and the 

incredible impact those people are having in the life of our school,” says 

Tom Dykhouse, executive director. “All of these volunteer contributions, 

even though they may be seemingly small, added together make a huge 

impact on our school community. EC is an organization that functions 

the way it does because of our volunteers. We couldn’t do it without them.”

Volunteers at EC serve in a variety of ways, sometimes bringing  

projects to fruition that could not have happened without specific expertise.  

For example, the Eagles Solar transaction utilized banking, engineering 

and construction volunteers, as well as deep discounts from a law firm.

ditto, the upscale retail store operated by Eastern Christian, contributes 

150K to the school each year and operates with 1046 volunteer hours per 

month. The store also donates to a separate fund, the Angel Fund, which 

provides for Eastern Christian families in crisis from the loss of a parent, 

debilitating illness or job loss. 

“There is so much going on, it’s mindboggling when you start to make 

a list,” comments Dykhouse “From all of Eastern Christian, thank you, 

because we couldn’t do it without you.”

Are you wondering about some of the hard-working volunteers 

around the school, looking for motivation or a place to plug in? Volunteers 

come from all walks of life and serve in a wide variety of ways for many 

different reasons. Here’s what some of this year’s volunteers have to say 

about volunteering for the EC community…

PTO meets at the elementary school after chapel.

ditto relies on its volunteers.
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LYNDA VINCENTI

A familiar face to the middle school media center, 
Lynda Vincenti has served the school for more than 
four years, checking books, aiding teachers and 
orchestrating special projects. She is also the newly 
minted middle school PTO leader.  

As a new parent four years ago, Vincenti began 
volunteering to learn more about the school, its 
teachers and students, and the “environment in 
general.” The more she helped, the more she found 
she enjoyed it. “I also see how much the teachers 
love and support the students and I like that I have 
the opportunity to give back to them,” she says. 

GERALD BANDSTRA

Although he’s a retired teacher, Gerald Bandstra 
still spends most school days walking the halls of 
high school. When he isn’t substitute teaching or 
meeting friends for breakfast, he’s volunteering in 
the school’s resource room, assisting students with 
math and science during the first block of the day. 
Bandstra also served on the school board and on 
committees of the board.

He began volunteering more than five years ago. 
“When God gives you some abilities you should use 
them. No one in the Bible retired from their work,” 
he says. 

He adds, “It is a joy to be around EC. The students 
are marvelous. I really like the way that they are 
kind and helpful to each other.”

K AREN KNORR

An alumnus from 1982, Karen Knorr is still involved 
at Eastern Christian. She works in the TRIP office 
two days week selling gift cards and processing 
orders. It’s a job she’s done for more than ten years, 
and one, she says, fits nicely into her schedule.

Consideration of the community spurs her to 
continue volunteering. “I’ve appreciated what other 
volunteers have done in the past when I myself, and 
my own kids, went to EC,” she shares. “It’s a good 
way to stay and be connected to the EC community.”

LAURA STEENSTRA

When her oldest child began pre-school, 
Laura Steenstra began volunteering at Eastern 
Christian—a journey that has lasted 14 years to-
date. Although her roles have varied considerably, 
she has spent substantial time working on the  
auction committee for the Foundation for ECSA. 

“I have served on the auction committee for a 
long time because EC fundraisers are a huge part 
of what controls tuition. Volunteers play a vital role 
in making each event a success,” she says. “I have 
always felt that volunteering just goes along with a 
Christian education since the funds are not always 
there to hire all the help that is needed.” 

Steenstra sees volunteering as a natural extension 
to the Christian school experience. “It is rewarding  
to take an active part in your child’s education…  
volunteering at EC allows you to use your time to 
help provide that great Christian education you want 
for your kids, provide a positive example for them, 
and honor God at the same time—how can you not  
participate?”

EMILY BOA SORTE

A relatively new volunteer, high school student Emily 
Boasorte serves at ditto in a variety of ways, from 
sorting clothes and bringing them to the store floor, 
to assisting with the cash register. She started this 
year because she was looking to fill her time “with 
something good,” adding, “I love the EC community 
and I love what I do.”

Boasorte says, “the community is God-oriented 
and it always makes me feel welcomed.” For anyone 
considering serving as a volunteer, “they should do 
it! It’s a fun and good way to spend your time.”

SHARON VISBEEN

Sharon Visbeen has served as the elementary 
school PTO president for the past three years, also 
volunteering during other events, such as pizza day 
and teacher collaboration Wednesdays. 

“I started volunteering at school as a way to 
see and support my children during the day when 

they were at school. Being at school gave me 
a chance to see how they act, who their 

friends were, and to be a support to 
their teachers,” she shares.

“I continue serving because I love 
EC. I love the teachers, the adminis-

trators and the community. It is a won-
derful place to be a part of. I have made some  

wonderful friends serving together at EC. I feel so 
blessed that my children attend here so I want to 
serve to help build the community, support my  
children’s teachers and let the teachers know ho 
much they are loved and appreciated. I also want my  
children to understand the blessing that EC is to our 
family by seeing my service.”

KEN RITSMA

A father of elementary school students, Ken Ritsma 
serves as the morning playground duty coordinator and 
a playground supervisor before school. Early morning 
volunteers enable teachers the opportunity to attend 
staff devotions and prepare for the day while children 
play outside before school. The time commitment is 
approximately one or two mornings per month.

“I was drawn to this opportunity because it gave 
me some extra time to spend with my children and 
their friends, and it worked well with my schedule. 
Working regular business hours doesn’t give me 
many opportunities to volunteer during the school 
day, so I was excited that there was an opportunity 
to still be involved in the school community and help 
out before I go in to work,” he says. 

Ritsma sees volunteering as an integral part 
to child rearing. He adds, “As a parent, leading my  
children to Christ, I understand how important it is to 
be involved in their lives and to be intentional about 
getting to know their environment and who they are 
interacting with.”

MARGO AOKI

After reading an Eastern Christian 
bulletin asking for help, Margo Aoki 
signed up three years ago to work at 
ditto. She currently works in the back 
room, pricing items and prepping them 
for sale at the store. 

Lynda Vincenti checks out books 
at the middle school media center.
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Partnerships Provide Exciting Opportunities
BY AB I JOHNSON '17

In early August, leadership from Eastern Christian and from Pilgrim 

Church in Paramus signed a partnership that has the potential to 

impact EC’s future. 

Founded in 1997, Pilgrim Church is Presbyterian, with a 2,300- 

member Korean-American congregation. Pilgrim Church leadership 

desired a Christian learning environment for its 700 children every day of  

the week. While praying about and considering opening a school of their own,  

leaders discovered EC, a school that not only held the same Christian 

values, but was dedicated to providing a faith-based education.

After meetings throughout the summer, a Memorandum of 

Understanding was written, and, in August, signed in the Middle School 

Media Center. This document states what the partnership will entail, 

including an agreement that faculty will inform the Pilgrim Church  

congregation about Christian education, and Pilgrim Church senior  

pastor, Paul Yang, will encourage members to send their children to EC. 

The memorandum also included a joint-use agreement.

“I think there are huge opportunities for both Pilgrim Church and EC. 

The leaders of Pilgrim Church believe it is very important for their kids to 

have a Christian education, which we will provide. An opportunity for us 

is that we have an area church excited by this partnership and supporting 

us by sending kids, financially supporting us, and providing us with people 

with many different talents,” said Executive Director Tom Dykhouse.

In addition to its relationship with Pilgrim Church, Eastern 

Christian also announced the Urban Christian Education Partnership 

this fall, a joint venture between Bridgeway Community Church, New 

Hope Community Ministries and EC. In the 2014-2015 school year, the  

partnership has brought nine new children to Eastern Christian. Students 

are chosen via a nomination process and Bridgeway Church undergirds 

the financial commitment of tuition with scholarship support.

EC’s mission is engaging the mind, nurturing the spirit, and  

transforming the world. “In order for us to succeed in that mission we 

need to have the students to work with,” Mr. Dykhouse explained. “A larger 

student population allows us to engage with more families, to offer broader 

programs, to make a bigger impact…to a certain extent, our ability to be 

a transformative influence as a school depends on how many students 

graduate and where they go. I think it really offers us a great opportunity 

to fulfill the mission we’ve been called to. In this case, more is better.”

Pilgrim Church Pastor Paul Yang and EC Board President Nick 

Kuiken shake hands while members of both communities look on.

Executive Director of New Hope Community Ministries Phil Beverly with Bridgeway Pastor Anton Brown and Tom Dykhouse.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

#ECGivingTuesday

Giving Tuesday was started in 2012 by the New York 92nd Street Y and 

the United Nations Foundation as a response to commercialization  

and consumerism in the post-Thanksgiving season. Each year since, 

participation has grown and this year it is estimated that more than $35  

million was donated globally to hundreds of non-profits.

Early in November we began to consider a simple social media  

campaign for #ECGivingTuesday.  In very short order, we had a plan in place, 

a website set up, and our communications ready to go.  We kicked off our 

campaign with a Facebook post and some emails on Tuesday, November 25.  

On Monday, December 1 our “sign boys” were at each campus holding signs 

to tell everyone that “Tomorrow is #ECGivingTuesday”.  And the buzz began.  

Early on #ECGivingTuesday we began to see the donations come in.  It was 

great fun to watch the website as our donor counts increased and the dollars 

crept toward our goal of $10,000.00.  By 6:00 PM we had reached the halfway 

mark and the first of our two challenge grants kicked in.  By 10:00 PM, we had 

made our goal and that triggered a second challenge grant. Over the next few 

days, some additional gifts came in bringing our total for the event to $14,000.00.

This was an amazing response by the EC community to our first social 

media fund raising campaign.  We saw a total of 248 donors and an average 

gift (excluding the challenge grants) of about $30.00.  Nearly one-third of our 

faculty and staff participated and there were many first-time donors as well.  

Thanks to our challenge grant donors and to each and every one of you who 

participated, #ECGivingTuesday was a GREAT SUCCESS!

Thank You To Our Generous  
14-15 Business Drive Sponsors!
Platinum

Duffy Landscaping
Kuiken Bros
Reiner Group
Searchpath
Visbeen Construction Company
Wayne Tile Company

Gold

Ashley Furniture HomeStore
Atlantic Stewardship Bank
Bushoven & Company
JC Global, Inc
Search Consultants of NJ Inc
Wiegers Inc

Silver

Abbey Carpet & Floor  
of Hawthorne

Action Graphics Inc
C S Stucco & Plaster Inc
Dykhouse Construction
Heerema Company
J.P. Morgan Private Bank
Martin Orthodontics
Proaction Technologies Inc
Regency Wealth Management
Reiner Group, Inc.

Bronze

Complete Systems Integration, Inc
Dr. Jennifer Bushman
Mid-Valley Drywall
Paramus Auto Mall/Chevrolet
Service Master
Shotmeyer Bros. Fuel Co., LLC
V&S Floor Covering, Inc
William Sytsma Landscaping
Wilson Coal & Supply LLC

Sponsor

Albert R. Wolyniec, D.C., P.A.

Baker & Hoogerhyde LLC

Feldman Brothers Electrical Supply 
Co. Inc

Goffle Road Poultry Farm

John Wispelwey, D.M.D.

Mark Wisse Tile

Matt Braunius Lawn & Landscape

R & R Truck Maintenance, Inc

Smith, Crotty, Meyer & Bruins

Waldwick Printing Co.

Garret G. Nieuwenhuis Retires, Again.

In June of 2008, The Development Office and the Strategic Fund 

Raising Committee of the Board of Directors officially became The 

Foundation for Eastern Christian School Association.  Until that time, 

fund raising and development was the responsibility of a part-time staff 

under the direction of the Superintendent.  In 2008, the Board of Directors 

determined that it was time to hire an individual whose only focus would 

be fund raising and development.

That same year, Garry Nieuwenhuis had retired from Valley National 

Bank as First Senior Vice-President of Marketing.  Throughout his career 

Garry had volunteered for numerous organizations, but none with more 

dedication than Eastern Christian School.  Garry served several terms  

as a member of the Board of Directors and he served on numerous  

committees including Finance, Endowment, and Capital Campaign.  In 

2008 he was serving on the Strategic Fund Raising Committee when EC 

began the search for someone to lead The Foundation.

In October, 2008, Garry became the first Executive Director of  

the Foundation for Eastern Christian School.  During his tenure as 

Director, Garry efficiently led The Foundation staff in planning projects, 

directing fund raising, serving in leadership at ditto of North Jersey, and 

developing alumni relations and planned giving.  Most recently, EC was 

able to complete nearly $2,000,000.00 in capital improvements on the three 

(3) campuses without impacting tuition thanks to Garry’s leadership in 

the capital campaign.

On September 30, 2014, Garry retired once again having served as 

Executive Director for six (6) years.  For more than 45 years, Garry has been 

serving the Eastern Christian community and he will continue to serve 

as a member of the ditto Board of Directors. His dedication to Christian 

education has been formidable. All of us will miss his enthusiasm, wit, and 

his passion for Christian education and specifically for Eastern Christian.  

We wish Garry God’s richest blessing in the years ahead.
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Fashion Show Recap

The 2014 Fashion Show Luncheon and Silent Auction was held at 

The Brownstone in Paterson, NJ on November 1 with over 200 

people in attendance.  Prior to the start of the show guests enjoyed 

a delicious luncheon and had the opportunity to bid on silent auction 

items or browse vendor tables with a variety of clothing and accessories.  

EC students, parents, and teachers modeled fashions from area boutiques. 

EC parent Patti Peretti worked tirelessly to organize the event soliciting 

the vendors and boutiques, helping prepare the models and presenting the 

fashion show commentary highlighting trends and helpful fashion tips.  

Thank you to all the models, volunteers, and guests who made the event 

a success and special thanks to Patti for using hergifts to bless EC through this 

event. The Fashion Show raised  $11,000 to support Eastern Christian Schools.

2015 Beefsteak

The annual Athletic Boosters Beefsteak dinner was held Jan. 28 at the Brownstone with 270 

supporters enjoying a great meal and fellowship. This year, the event honored cheerleading.   

Many former cheerleaders attended, including Kay (Postma) Veenstra ’42, the ‘oldest’ cheer-

leader in the room and Nancy (Leesman) Eardley ’70, who traveled from Michigan to attend. 

Students Lyndsey Smith ’15 opened with prayer and Maggie Albies ’16 and Nicole Aoki ’16  

sang the National Anthem. Thank you to Jeanne (Steenstra) Bushoven ’76 who coordinated a very 

entertaining program and also to Ben Spoelstra ’81 and Roger Steiginga ’80, co-chairs of the event. All 

proceeds from the evening will support EC’s Athletic programs. 

Upcoming  
Fundraising  
Events
Denim & Diamonds Auction Gala

Thursday, April 9, 2015

The Tides Estate, North Haledon, NJ

Golf Outing

Monday, May 18, 2015

Black Bear Golf Club, Franklin, NJ

EC 5K Event

Fall 2015

Kay (Postma) Veenstra Former E.C. cheerleaders
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Betty (Lanting) Gonzales Bowers ’49 has authored a book, A Public 

Health Journey which is available on Amazon.com.

Agnes (Lindemulder) Fisher ’61 has a new novel out, A Sound of 

Rushing Water. Her books are available on her website, http://www.

inkwellproductions.com and soon to be on Amazon. 

Warren Van Wyck ’70 was elected to the Vermont House of 

Representatives this past November. He was previously appointed to 

the chamber in 2013. He is a member of the General, Housing and 

Military Affairs Committee and a primary sponsor of 60 bills.

Marcia Kuipers ’84 recently competed on “Jeopardy” which aired on 

12/30/14. When asked, “Did your EC education/experience play any 

role in preparing you for Jeopardy?” Marcia replied, “It was my EC 

teachers who instilled in me the love of learning, who encouraged my 

natural curiosity for facts and data, who challenged me to dig below 

the surface of basic information, all of which led me right to Jeopardy.” 

Tom Henion Jr ’04 was ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacrament 

in the Reformed Church in America on 9/7/14. He is currently an 

Associate Pastor of Living Word Reformed Church in North Haledon. 

Brian Knorr ’05 is Assistant Professor of Physics at the Florham Campus 

at Fairleigh Dickinson University. Brian received his MS and PhD 

from Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA.

Erica (Lotz) Braunius ’08 graduated in May 2014 from Rutgers University 

with a Doctor of Physical Therapy degree. She is employed by Genesis 

Rehab at the Christian Health Care Center, Wyckoff, NJ.

Sarah Galo ’09 is an intern on the Open Team with the US-branch of  

the Guardian. She works on the social media accounts, along with  

writing features for the Arts section.

Scott De Jong ’11 was selected by the LA Dodgers in the 2014 Major 

League Baseball draft this past June. Scott played 4 years of baseball 

at EC and continued playing at Felician College where he was named 

Player of the Year in the conference. He began his professional career 

in the Dodgers’ Arizona league in Glendale, AZ and starts spring 

training there in March. 

Paige Rainville ’11

Over the past two years, I have had the opportunity to study a town that has 

many ties to the community of Eastern Christian. An anthropology professor 

of mine asked me in the summer of 2012 to join him and a group of students in 

a community study of Prospect Park, NJ. As a sophomore in college, this was 

a unique opportunity to conduct research as an undergraduate. I was chosen 

because of the quality of my work in this professor's class, much attributed to 

my experience in the Humanities courses of Eastern Christian. After making 

my decision to join the research team, I jumped into the project, not realizing 

how closely related my own experiences would be to that of this small town. 

It turns out that many of my friends' parents and grandparents had grown up 

there, including some of my soon-to-be in-laws, and I was able to learn about 

what life was like in the earlier parts of the 20th century from those who lived 

through it. Conducting interviews with members of the Holland Home and 

even having informal conversations with those who heard of the project led 

the team to learn a vast amount of information about Prospect Park. As our 

project continued, I was pleasantly surprised to see the roots of my own high 

school found in this small town. The Christian faith was a huge part of this  

community, and my Christian education would not have been what it was  

without the pioneers of Prospect Park who came before me. Our research 

has been compiled into a book, titled Images of America: Prospect Park. The 

chapter that I wrote is on religion and how it really served as a foundation for 

the borough. I am a co-author of this book, and it has been my pleasure to share 

the history of a foundation that still impacts lives today!

The book is part of the Images of America series – Prospect Park available at 

Amazon.com

Note: The Alumni News printed was received via a written note, e-mail or from media sources. 
The editors reserve the right to edit submissions.

continued on page 22
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M a r r i a g e s  &  B i r t h s

Evonne and Kevin Heerema ’95 welcome 
Madison Marie on 7/26/14.

Catherine & Ken Belanus ’96 welcome Mason 
John on 07/13/14. He joins Ryan (5) and 
Kaitlyn (3).

Jon and Rebecca (Vander Eems) Denekamp ’98 
welcome Rachel Praise on 11/6/14. She joins 3 
big brothers, Charles, Dirk & Everett.

Kimberly and Eric Veenstra ’99 welcome 
Madelyn Grace on 6/21/14.

Kristen and Craig Borduin ’00 welcome Elliot 
Karel on 7/12/14. He joins Chloe (age 5) 
and Charles (age 3).

Emma and Bill Faasse ’00 announce the birth 
of Abigail Louise on 2/24/14. She joins 
Liam (age 4).

Dave and Heather (Bushoven) Troupos ’01 
welcome Bennett Andrew on 1/6/15. He 
joins big sister Alexandra (age 2).

Jacob ’02 and Jillian (Berry) Tuit ’05 announce 
the birth of Emma June on 9/27/14. 

Ross and Erin (Veenstra) Selby ’02 welcome 
Taylor Michelle on 2/1/2014.

Kelly and Brian Van Der Heide ’02 welcome 
twins, Smith Hendrick and Reese Elizabeth 
on 12/3/14. They join Sawyer (age 1).

Ashley and Tom Henion, Jr ’04 welcome the 
birth of Noah Thomas on 9/16/14.

Dan ’04 and Kelley (Greenfield) Westra ’05 
welcome Emma Faye on 12/24/14.

Philip ’05 and Jenna (Hulsebos) Beverly ’05 
announce the birth of Sienna Mae on 
7/18/14.

Marcos Marti and Lauren De Jong ’05 were 
married on 11/8/14 in Puerto Rico. 

Jay Everett ’06 and Jessica Patterson were married 
on 10/19/14. They reside in Rahway, NJ.

Peter Braunius 
’07 and Erica 
Lotz ’08 were 
married on 
10/25/14. They 
live in Prospect 
Park, NJ.

Dan ’07 and 
Bridget 
(Soodsma) 
Rainville ’07 
welcomed Ava 
Jean on 8/23/14.

Alex Carnes and Allison Faber ’09 were married 
on 7/13/14. They reside in Glendale, AZ.

Kendall Everett’09 and Amy Baxter were married 
on 7/19/14. They are living in Haledon, NJ.

Kevin Boss and Allison Vriesema ’11 were  
married on 7/5/14. They live in Hawthorne, NJ.

r e m e m b e r i n g …

The Foundation Office has learned of the following deaths of these alumni and  
former staff members since our last issue of The Herald.

F o r m e r  F a c u l t y

Lillian Eiten of Wellsburg, Iowa on 1/10/15.  

Miss Eiten taught Latin and English at 

Eastern Christian High School from 1963 

to 1979 and served as English Department 

Head Teacher for many years.  She also 

directed many of the high school drama 

productions. 

Joanne Sweetman of Grand Rapids, Mich on 

10/31/14.  Joanne taught grades 3 & 4 at 

Passaic Christian School and grade 4 at North 

4th Street Christian School in the 1960’s.

A l u m n i

Emma Schuil ’35 of North Haledon, NJ on 

10/24/14. She was a member of Cedar Hill 

Christian Reformed Church.

Agnes (Bush) Steenland ’36 of Silver Spring, 

Maryland on 12/27/14. Agnes taught in the 

Eastern Christian School Association from 

1967 to 1977 as a kindergarten teacher at 

North Fourth St. School and grades 1 & 2 at 

Passaic Christian School. 

Petronella “Nellie” (Haagsma) Venhuis ’36 of 

Grant, Michigan on 12/11/14. 

Elmer Jeltes ’40 of Wyckoff, NJ on 9/5/2014.  

He served his country in the US Coast 

Guard during WWII.  Elmer was an active 

member of Hawthorne Gospel Church.

Harold De Roo ’42 of Holland, Mi on 8/7/14.  

Rev. De Roo graduated from Western 

Theological Seminary. He was the  

pastor of many churches as well as  

serving as Youth Director for the  

Reformed Church in America.

Edward Nyland ’42 of Freehold, NJ on 

11/14/14. Ed was a proud US Navy WWII 

veteran who served in the Silent Service, a 

name given to the submarine service in the 

Pacific Fleet. 

Kenneth Tanis ’42 of North Haledon, NJ on 

9/10/14.  Ken served his country during 

WWII in the US Army Air Corps. Ken was 

a member of Unity CRC, in Prospect Park, 

NJ.  He demonstrated a lifelong commit-

ment to service on various committees for 

his church, Eastern Christian School, and 

the Holland Christian Home.

Marion (Dykstra) Paterson ’45 of North 

Haledon, NJ on 6/16/2014.  

Barney Sweetman ’46 of Fairfield, NJ on 

12/23/14. Barney was a member and elder 

at Ebenezer Netherlands Reformed Church 

in Franklin Lakes, NJ. 

Josephine (Kort) Winters ’46 of North Haledon, 

NJ on 9/20/14. Jo was a lifelong member of 

the Christian Reformed Church.

James Lont ’47 of Grand Rapids, Mich on 

5/14/14. He was a graduate of Calvin 

College Seminary and was the pastor of 

churches in MN, IL and served as Director 

of the Young Calvinist Federation.

Cornelius “Neil” Bushoven ’49 of North 

Haledon, NJ on 12/22/14.  He was a mem-

ber of the Cedar Hill CRC in Wyckoff. 

Marilyn (Pelgrim) Fischer ’49 of Pensacola, Fl 

on 2/4/2013.

William Zuidema ’50 of Haskell, NJ on 9/8/14. 

He was a lifetime member of Unity CRC in 

Prospect Park, NJ.

James Wisse ’50 of North Haledon, NJ on 

10/6/14.  He served his country during the 

Korean War in the US Air Force.  He was a 

member of Covenant CRC, North Haledon, 

and previously at Northside CRC, Clifton.  

Peter Braunius 
and Erica Lotz

continued from page 21
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Henry “Jupe” Joustra ’51 of Hawthorne, NJ on 

12/17/14.  He was a member of Unity CRC 

in Prospect Park and a volunteer with the 

Hawthorne Fire Company for 56 years. 

Christine (Tanis) Vos ’52 of Georgetown, Mich 

on 10/31/14.

Mae (Bangma) Rienstra ’55 of East Stroudsburg, 

PA on 10/13/14. She attended the Shawnee 

Presbyterian Church, and worked with her 

husband as a Retiree Chaplain for retired 

pastors, spouses, and/or their widows in the 

Reformed Church In America. 

Julia (Dyer) Van Heemst ’56 of Hawthorne, 

NJ on 6/22/14. She was a member of Cedar 

Hill CRC, Wyckoff, NJ. 

Wilma (Struyk) Tamboer ’58 of Vero Beach, Fl 

and Brielle, NJ on 7/9/14. She was a mem-

ber of First United Methodist Church in 

Vero Beach.

Garry Hazen ’58 of Inlet, NY on 6/18/14. He 

served his country in the US Army.

Bernard Malda ’58 of Bloomingdale, NJ on 

9/21/14.  He was a member of The Gideons 

International.

Elizabeth (Vereb) Meyer ’58 of Hollywood, 

Florida on 10/5/14. 

Judith (Lehmer) Cooper ’62 of Fort Collins, 

CO on 7/23/14. She was a member of First 

Presbyterian Church in Fort Collins where 

she was a member of the choir for many 

years as well as having served as both elder 

and deacon. 

Paul De Witte ’64 of Wyckoff, NJ on 8/11/14.  

Edward N. Kuiken ’66 of Midland Park on 

6/13/14.  He served in the U.S. Army and 

fought in the Vietnam War.

Barry Hoekstra ’74 of Alexandria, LA 

on 9/26/14.  Barry graduated magna 

cum laude from Centenary College 

of Shreveport in 1989, and went on to 

Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary 

of Evanston, Illinois, where he earned a 

Master of Divinity in 1992. At the time of 

his death he was senior pastor at St. Luke's 

United Methodist Church of Shreveport. 

Ellen (Spalt) Faber ’86 of North Haledon, NJ 

on 7/5/14.  Ellen was a member of Cedar 

Hill CRC of Wyckoff, NJ where she served 

as Sunday school teacher, GEM’s Counselor 

and Children’s Church leader.  

Daniel Sikkema ’01 of Mt. Dora, FL on 

10/4/14.  

Remembering Former 
Board Members  
Over the years, our community has been blessed by 

many dedicated volunteers who gave of themselves 

to advance the mission of Christian education. In 

remembering the following individuals, we gratefully 

acknowledge their contributions as members of the 

Eastern Christian School Association Board of Directors.  

Cornelius “Neil” Bushoven

Neil served on EC’s Board of Directors during 1975-1978 

and again from 1991-1993 during which time he was 

Board President (91-92) and Treasurer (92-93).  He also 

served on the Finance Committee, Salary and Policy 

Committee and the 100th Anniversary Committee.

Josephine (Kort) Winters

She was the first woman to be elected to EC’s Board of 

Directors in 1977 and served from 1977 through 1980 

during which time she also served on the Education 

Committee

James Wisse

Jim was a ECSA board member from 1968-1970.

R e u n i o n  U p d a t e

Are you a member of one of the following classes?
2005 – 10 yr 1995 – 20 yr 1990 – 25 yr
1985 – 30 yr 1980 – 35 yr  1975 – 40 yr
1970 – 45 yr 1965 – 50 yr 1960 – 55 yr

If so, 2015 is your year for a reunion!  It’s not too early to get started. 

Let us know if you are willing to help - call EC’s Foundation Office at 973-427-9294; email:  alumni@easternchristian.org 

or connect online at www.easternchristian.org and click on Alumni in the upper right corner.  

We look forward to hearing from you!

2 0 1 5  R e u n i o n s

Class of 1965: 50-YEAR REUNION
Anna Mae Bush reports that survey replies continue to come in.  Tentative plans are to have a reunion in Michigan in September, and in NJ in October. 

For more information, please contact Anna Mae at annamaebush@gmail.com or 195 Suffolk St, Pentwater, Mich 49449.
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Class of 1964:  50-Year Reunion

Class of 1959 held their 55th Reunion on Friday, July 25, 2014 at Ossy’s Cafe in Hawthorne, NJ.

R e u n i o n  U p d a t e

Members of the Class of 1964 

Attention Class of: 1955, 1950, 1945, 1940, 1935  
EC’s Foundation Office will host a luncheon again this year for these combined years in anniversary of their graduations on  

Wednesday, June 24, 2015 at Eastern Christian High School. If you have not received information in the mail, please contact the  
Foundation office or email: alumni@easternchristian.org

From L to R:  Brandon Van Dyke, Bonnie Mulcock Van Dyke, Kimberly Vermeulen Belisle, Sara Sonderfan Heerema,  
Michael Heerema, Annette Morgan, Brett Morgan, Tara Cook, Bill Cook.

Class of 1994: 20-Year Reunion

Six classmates from the Class 

of 1994 gathered at Pellegrino’s 

in North Haledon in June, 

2014.  The gathering was small, 

yet sweet and so much fun.  We 

laughed, shared some funny 

memories and thoroughly 

enjoyed each other’s company.
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Heritage Years
Wednesday, June 25, 2014, members of the Class of 1939, 1944, 1949 and 1954 were invited to gather in Eastern Christian High School’s 
cafeteria for a luncheon and time of fellowship. Although no members from the Class of ’39 were in attendance, classmates George & 
Verna Belanus sent their regards and noted that they celebrated their 70th Wedding Anniversary on June 28, 2014!  Several of those  
attending arrived from out-of-state. It was a great time of fellowship and reminiscing. 
The Eastern Christian Alumni Office thanks all of the supporters that attended as 
well as those who could not attend, yet sent a note of support. Garry Nieuwenhuis, 
then Executive Director of the Foundation for ECSA reviewed for the attendees the 
history of Christian education in North Jersey from its earliest beginnings in 1892 to 
the present. Since all who attended graduated from Eastern Academy, special attention 
was focused on the years from 1954 to the present when the name Eastern Academy 
changed to Eastern Christian School. 

R e u n i o n  U p d a t e

Class of 1949: Seated (L to R):  Milo Veenstra, Susan Sonderfan Schuyler, Ann Sybesma Bushoven,  
Betty Lanting Bowers.  Standing:  Bert Bysterbusch, Ivan Tanis, Herman Kuiken, Edward Van Schepen, 
Albert De Roo.

Class of 1954: Seated (L to R):  Julia Belanus, Charlotte Sinke Elzinga, Kenneth Kline, Richard Schuurman, Arlene Dobbelaar De Vuyst, Helen Jans Joustra, Kathleen Smid 
Gorter, Robert Struyk, John Stellingwerf. Standing:  Anna Jean Cook Leegwater, Anna May Van Breda McGrogan, Ethel Tanis Baum, Grace Roukema, Irene Veenema Groenewal,  
Ann Smith Herring, Annamae Huizing Hulsebos, Fred Lanting, Lois Van Althuis Lyman, Jane Vermaas Malyfyt, Eunice Meyers Broersma.

Class of 1944: Seated: (L to R):  Diena (Minnema) Unrath,  
Betty (Tanis) Vander Plaat, Raeanna (Dyksen) Dykhouse. 
Standing:  Edward Hoogstra, Mildred (Wisse) Link.
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ANNUAL FUND
What Is The Annual Fund Anyway?

In the short amount of time I have been the Executive Director of the Foundation for 

ECSA, I have repeatedly heard the question: “What is the Annual Fund anyway?”

And the question isn’t a new one. Years ago, serving as a member of the Foundation Board of Trustees, we often discussed the fact that many, especially 

new EC families, were confused by our Annual Fund appeals. So let’s see if we can clarify things just a bit.

No one’s Eastern Christian tuition, that’s right no one’s, pays the full cost of their education. We all know that EC provides a significant amount of  

scholarship to families that apply for assistance. What many of us don’t realize is that even those who pay full tuition are not paying the full cost of their  

education. There is a GAP between the cost of education and full tuition. For the 2014-2015 academic year, that GAP is almost $2,000,000.00.

Together these activities make up The Annual Fund. Your participation in any one of these events or appeals blesses each and every 

student at Eastern Christian by reducing tuition. Without your generous support, many families could not afford Christian education 

and those who could, would be paying considerably more than they do today. 

The Annual Fund makes up a little more than 40% of the GAP and the Annual Fund is made up of many parts:

The Business Drive solicits  
local business supporters  

and vendors.

#ECGivingTuesday.

Christian Education Day 
Appeal.

The Scholarship Dinner 
each spring raises  

dollars for scholarship.

Projects: 
Denim & Diamonds 

Fashion Show 
Spring Golf Outing

Athletic Booster activities such 
as the Fall Golf Outing and the 

Beefsteak.

Year End Solicitation.

T.R.I.P. Proceeds.
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annual fund donors
January 14, 2014 – January 12, 2015

We thank the following donors who have generously contributed toward achieving our Annual Fund goal and  
provided resources to the Scholarship Fund and/or Angel Fund to continue our mission of providing quality 

Christ-centered education at Eastern Christian School. 

James & Judith Abma

Henry & Nancy Abbink

Judith Achterhof

Cynthia & John Adair

Edward & Beverly Albies

P. John & Deborah Alden

Krystyn L. Alessandrello

David & Kathryn Almroth

William & Betty Almroth

Richard & Judy Andela

James & Judith Anderson

P. Wayne Andre, Jr.

Robert & Deborah Andrews

Wayne & Margo Aoki

Joel & Mary Apol

Thomas Aquadro

Julio & Isabel Arcay

Anthony & Roberta Argyros

Claire & Robert Ashman

Robert & Elizabeth Aupperlee

Karyn Baitzel

Gail Baker

Gerald & Janyce Bandstra

Ethel & Neal Baum

Anne Bazanowski

Clarence & Henrietta Belanus

George & Verna Belanus

John & Barbara Belanus

James & Lois Belle

Cheryl Bennett-Johnson

Philip & Jenna Beverly

Paul & Gail Beverly

Frank & Anne Blom

David & June Boardman

David & Priscilla Boersma

Kenneth & Lorna Bogertman

William & Amanda 
Bogertman

William & Wilma Bogertman

Elizabeth & Joseph Bond

Bruce & Karen Rienstra 
Borduin

John & Anne Borduin

Diane Borst

Gertrude & John Borst

Henrietta Borst

Hugo & Janet Borst

George & Carol Bosma

Peter & Tannette Botbyl

Robert & Sandra Bottge

Russell & Cynthia Bouwense

Betty L. Bowers

Herman & Betty Brandes

Richard Brandes, Jr.

John & Karen Breur

Kevin & Tara Breur

Robert & Joyce Breur

Jane Brinkerhoff

Eunice J. Broersma

Amy & Patrick Brooks

Michael Brown &  
Yvonne Vitale

David & Kathi Bruinooge

Cornelius & Ann Bushoven 

Douglas & Marianne 
Bushoven

Glenn & Lauren Bushoven

Roy & Jeanne Bushoven

Winifred & Donald Byker

Carol Byma

James & Tanya  
Karlecke Calaski 

Pietro & Amy Hallock 
Cammarota

Paul & Kelly Casey

Eugene & Donna Chrinian

Marion Clark

Class of 1944

Class of 1949

Class of 1954

Class of 1964

Yocunda Clayton

Timothy & Lelia Commeret

Michael & Jillian Conlon

Bill & Charlene Cook

Sidney Cooper

Bryan Couchenour &  
Kathryn Tarta

Jean Crawford

Peter & Michele Crefeld 

Andrew & Kathryn Culp

Richard & Ruth Culp

Albert G. Curving

Ronald & Elaine Dapp

David Antonovich Furs

Sandra Daviou-Biel

Keith & Betty Davis

Thomas & Suzana De Block

Kenneth & Sharon De Boer

Joanne & Hans de Bruyn

Franklin & Janice De Haan

Kathleen & Peter De Jong

George & Joanne De Korte

John & Anita De Korte

Lawrence & Kathleen De Paris

Albert & Trina De Roo

Florence De Roo

Frederick & Joanne De Ruiter

Ethel De See

Ruth De Visser

Jane de Waal Malefyt

Judith & Thomas Dedio

Beverly & Rod Den Hollander

Donald & Natalie Distelberg

ditto of North Jersey

Carl & Doris Doehler

Paul & Dana Doehler

Drew & Paula Douma

Dale & Jean Dreisbach

John H. Dyk

Betty Ann Dykhouse

David & Barbara Dykhouse

Kimberly Dykhouse

Michael Dykhouse

Raeann & Garret Dykhouse

Thomas & Linda Dykhouse

John & Faye Dyksen

Eleanor Dykstra

Harold Dykstra

Jeanette Dykstra

Len & Ruth Dykstra

Peter & Donna Dykstra

Robert & Laura Dykstra

Steven & Anna Eichhorn

Symon Elzinga

William & Janice Englishmen

John Everett

Ralph & Dorothy Faasse

William & Kathy Faasse

Duane & Sherri Faber

Jack & Shirley Faber

Kurt & Kelly Faber

Mary Faber

Yinghai Fan

Barbara & Ronald Farrington

Financial Consulting  
Strategies LLC

Austin & Barbara Fischer

Robert & Frances Folkerts

Shirley & Ike Folkertsma

Donna & Angelo Foschini

James & Tonia Foster

Helena Foster

Framed Image Art Gallery

Stephen & Kathy Fritzky

Dominic & Geraldine 
Gallagher

Jillian Gallagher

Lenora Galo

James & Michele  
Meranti Garica 

Rebecca Garreth

Ruth & Frederick Garver

Kristin & Steven Gelenter

Robert & Leah Genuario

Elizabeth & Adrian Gerritsen

Rudi & Stephanie Gesch

Ana Gonzalez

Kathleen Gorter

Steve & Laura Gorter

Bonnie & James Griffioen

Willard & Carolyn Grimes

Joseph & Elaine Griswold

Irene Groenewal

Tammy & Arthur Gundlah

Brooke & Gregory Hagedoorn

Cornelia Hagedorn

Kenneth W. Hagedorn

Lynn & John Hand

Joanne & Donald Hartensveld

Judith A. Hartley

Evan & Doris Heerema

Jacob & Marian Heerema

William & Marcia Heerema

Linda & Blair Hefty

Nancy & John Hemrick

Jonathan Henderson

Thomas & Ruth Henion

Ann & Donald Herring

Steven & Donna Holly

Clara & George Hoogenhuis

Carl & Edna Hoogerhyde

Kevin & Donna Hoogerhyde

William F. Hoogstra, Sr.

Barton & Doris Houseman

David & Maureen Hubschmitt

Kenneth & Frances Hudson

Annamae Hulsebos

Steven & Beverly Hulsebos

Clifford & Jean Huntington

Howard & Barbara Husselman

Ruth & John Husselman

Aldrin & Ann Rose Isaac

Janet D. Jaarsma

Joyce & Henry Jaarsma

Edward and Dorothy Jaasma 

Bertha Jacobs

James Karr Piano Tuning  
and Restoration

Herman & Marjorie Jeffer

Peter A. Jeffer

Harold & Janet Jellema

Roy D. Jellema

Anthony & Pat Battle Johnson

Norman Jonkman

Howard & Shanti Jost

Bernard & Helen Joustra

Henry & Carolyn Joustra 

Heidi & Bryan Kabot

Beth & Nick Karanicola

James & Pamela Keavney

David & Elizabeth Kelly

Pamela & Robert Kessler

Douglas & Vita Kinz

Matthew J. Klapmust

Rhonda Klein

Leanne & Kenneth 
Kleinmanns

Jeanette Knyfd

Wilma Kohere

Elizabeth Kolk

Eleanor Kooreman

Kenneth Koppenal

Gay & Robert Kramm

Marjorie L. Krupacs

Andrew M. Kuder

Ruth & Richard Kuder

Douglas & Miriam Kuiken

Henry & Evie Kuiken

Nicholas & Donna Kuiken

Nicholas & Sherrie Kuiken

Richard & Carol Kuiken

Wayne & Betty Kuiken

Richard & Laurie Kuipers

Karen & Kevin Kuiphoff

Anna Kulak

Anne Kuperus

Jonathan & Rachel Kuperus

Cheryl & Robert La Fleur

Kenneth & Cathy Lagerveld

Deborah Lamoureux

Wilma B. Lamring

Lucia Lann

Michael & Rebecca Lapinsky

Henrietta M. Larson

Richard & Ui Chin Lee

continued on page 28
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B U S I N E S S  D R I V E

Anna Jean & Arie Leegwater

Ryan & Alissa Leegwater

Elsie Leesman

Adeline Leo

Allen & Jean Lindsay

Catherine G. Lindsay

Wallace Lindsay, Jr.

Gary & Barbara Link

Wes & Jill Louie

Laura Lutz-Barber

Lois & Paul Lyman

Joan & Donald Mabie

Melissa & Sam Macy

Lenora Malefyt

Paul & Nancy Malefyt

Joseph & Hazel Mancini

Ralph & Ida Martin

Raymond & Julia Martin

Scott & Denise Martin

William & Jessie Martin

Greg & Lynette Matthews

Nancy & Michael McDonald

Jerry & Mary McDonough

Anna May McGrogan

Patricia McQuay

Marie E. Meenen

Beth Meetsma

Christopher & Sarah Miciek

Beth & John Milkamp

Daniel Minkema

Deon & Thelma Minnaar

Oscar & Claudia Molina

Diane & Anthony Monterisi

Timothy & Michelle Morgner

James & Priscilla Dewing Moy

Jeremy & Christi Mulder

Karen & Jay Nelson

Nancy Y. Niedzwiecki

Kathleen J. Nienhouse

Thomas & Rebekah Nieshalla

Garret & Florence 
Nieuwenhuis

Northeast Janitorial Supply, Inc.

Edward & Jill Nyland

Carolyn O’Berne

Michael & Patricia O’Donnell

Matthew & Doris Okkema

Teresa & John Onufer

Richard Ostling

Elsie Palmer

Joseph & Maureen Papola

Sang Jin & Esther Park

Lynda & Thomas Pasqueretta

Joseph & Rose Mary Pecoraro

Robert & Patti Peretti

Cindy & Jim Perrotta

Glenn & Ruth Petzinger

Wilma Philips

Frank & Elizabeth Picciotto

Phedy & Emmanuella Pierre

John & Theresa Piluso

Salvatore & Dawn Poliandro

Harold & Janice Post

Keith & Amanda Post

Robert & Mary Postma

Robert & Marilyn Postma

Harvey & Iteke Prins

Muriel R. Prins

Mae A. Pruim

James & Colleen Purcaro

James R. Putt

James W. Putt

Paige Rainville

Wendy Raupers

David & Marjo Reitsma

Mark & Pamela Reitsma

Violet Reitsma

William & Nancy Reitsma

Frank & Janet Revfi

T. James & Jean Richmond

Andrew & Mae Rienstra

Ruth E. Rienstra

Fred & Julie Ritsema

Janet & Richard Ritsma

Charles & Noelle Robinson

Diane & Anthony Romano

Sidney & Mae Rooy

Richard & Ruth Rudd

Garret Ruit

David & Sally Ruitenberg

Edward & Shalom Russo

John & Elizabeth Schaaf

Elsie & William Schafer

George Schaver

Jean Schaver

Herman & Phyllis Schipper

Richard & Nancy Schipper

Wayne & Cheryl Schipper

Joyce Schoonejongen

Marilyn Schryvers

William & Beth Schuil

Henry & Lois Schuurman

Richard & Phyllis Schuurman

Susan M. Schuyler

Dennis & Frances Schwartz

Joseph & Virginia Scotti

Soonkyu & Grace Shin

Charles & Alexandra 
Shotmeyer

Darlene & Charles Shotmeyer

William & Bernice Siegers

Ronald & Nancy Sietsma

Wilma Sikkema

Robert & Arlene Smith

SMP Realty

Frank & Betsy Snope

William & Sharon Soder

Susan & Carl Soderlind

Herbert Soodsma

Peter Spaak

Michael & Cheryl Spadaro

Lawrence & Ruth Spalink

Peter & Beatrice Spalt

C. Ruth Spikeboer

Bernhard & Sharon Spoelstra

Marc & Kali Spoelstra

Roger & Jayne Spoelstra

Don & Marilyn Sporn

John & Carolyn Steen

Stephanie & Timothy Steen

Peter & Virginia Steensma

Carl & Cynthia Steenstra

Henry & Fredricka Steenstra

Kenneth & Laura Steenstra

Alyssa J. Steiginga

John & Patricia Steiginga

Roger & Lori Steiginga

Ronald & Karen Steiginga

Robert & Cheryl Steinbruch

Anne Struyk

Trena & Calvin Swart

Brenda L. Sweetman

Carol & Glenn Sweetman

Emma Sweetman

Neale & Winnie Sweetman

Phyllis Sweetman

William & Suanne Sweetman

Lillian Swierenga

William & Ann Sytsma

William & Julia Sytsma

Gertrude Talis

Cornelius & Lori Tanis

Dale Tanis

Gerald & Beverly Tanis

Ivan & Alice Tanis

John & Diane Tanis

Kenneth & Wilma Tanis

Scott & Bethanne Tanis

Tanis Hardware Corp.

Rudolph P. Templin

David & Marie Ten Kate

Peter & Beverly Ten Kate

James & Gloria Tenewitz

Liu Liu Ting

Bernard & Rena Tolsma

Betty Tolsma

Michael & Diane Tolsma

Muriel & Bernard Tolsma

Wilma J. Tuit

Adam & Joy Van Blarcom 
Urdang

Lisa Uvanni

Margaret & Adrian Van Andel

Meri Van Blarcom-Gupko

John Van Buiten

Margaret Van Dam

Mary & Andrew van de Meer

Brian Van Der Heide

Sharon & Peter Van Der Heide

Joan Van Der Weert

David & Betsy Van 
Dokkenburg

Helen Van Dyke

Justin Van Dyke

Anthony & Janyce Van Grouw

Brian & Linda Van Grouw

Peter & Judith Van Grouw

Henry Van Heemst

Marguerite Van Hook

Christine & Thomas  
Van Lenten

John Van Lenten, Jr.

James & Deborah Van Schepen

Cornelius Van Wyck 

Richard & Doreen Van Yperen

KC & Amy Vande Streek

Daniel & Kristina Belanus 
Vande Vrede 

Debra Vandenberg

Marilyn Vanden-Handel

William & Marcia  
Vander Eems

Joan & Robert Vander Haak

Karen & Keith Vander Leest

Sarah & Jeff Vander Molen

Elizabeth Vander Plaat

William & Wilma Vander Plaat

Sarah & Marcus Vander Wall

David & Beverly Vandergoot

David & Ruth Veenema

Barry & Debra Veenstra

Gary & Jeanne Veenstra

James & Lois Veenstra

Katherine Veenstra

Lois M. Veenstra

Roger & Carolyn Veenstra

Sharon L. Veenstra

William & Gladys Vermeulen

William Villalobos

David & Lynda Vincenti

Meghan & Brian Vis

Adrian & Ruth Visbeen

David & Cynthia Visbeen

Ryan Visbeen

Robert Vogel

Ryan & Kristina Vogel

Barbara Vriesema

John & Sandra Vriesema

Kevin & Rebecca Vriesema

Maribeth & Wayne Vriesema

Richard & Kathy Vriesema

Marion Warnet

Dick & Tena Wattez

Daniel & Kelley Westra

Don & Judith Westra

John & Kristin Westra

Michael & Sandra Westra

Earnest & Georgia Wiegers

Kenneth & Denise Wiegers

Ralph & Nancy Wiegers

Debra A. Wilkes

Wade & Debra Williams 
Hartman

Gerri & Dirk Windhorst

Mary L. Winters

Audrey Wispelwey

Donald & Ethel Wisse

Kenneth & Barbara Wisse

Joanne & Garry Wit

David & Sheryl Wondergem

Joan & Howard Worzel

Douglas & Brenda 
Woudenberg

James & Susanne Wynbeek

Leonard & Ruth Knyfd 
Wynbeek

Howard & Kathryn Yeaton

David We San & Linda Yip

Jacob & Jaya Yohannan

Betty Youngsman

Ian & Melody Zacharias

Henry & Doris Zeeuw

Michael & Virginia Zimmer

Beth & Carmen Zisa

David & Yvonne Zuidema

William Zuidema 

� Matching  
Gift Donors �

American Express Company 

Employee Giving Program

Becton Dickinson & Company

Public Service Enterprise 

Group Incorporated

Regeneron 

Verisk Analytics, Inc.

� Church Donors �

Cedar Hill CRC

Covenant CRC

Faith Community CRC

Living Word Reformed Church

Midland Park CRC

Pompton Plains Reformed 

Bible Church

Preakness Valley UR Church

Ridgewood Christian 

Reformed Church

Unity CRC

continued from page 27



P A G E  2 9   S P R I N G  2 0 1 5

DESIGNATED GIFTS
June 11, 2014 – January 13, 2015

Thank you to all who made donations to support Christian education at EC. During this time period, gifts given 
in memory or in honor of a loved one totaled $21,171.00.  All gifts are placed in Eastern Christian School’s 

Endowment Fund unless otherwise indicated.

� In Memory of �

Margaret Archard 

Stanley Blom

George & Carol Bosma

Janice Hazen

Midland Park CRC

Ronald & Marilyn 

Stonehouse

Samuel & Marion Sybesma

Peter & Judith Van Grouw

Sidney Bangma 

Joseph & Judith Brain

Leonard Borst

John Golden *

Jacob “Jay” Bruinooge 

Berta Bruinooge

Cornelius “Neil” Bushoven 

Marilyn Bartholme

John & Barbara Belanus

Rena J. Bruins

Bernice Bushoven

Douglas & Marianne 

Bushoven

Glenn & Lauren Bushoven

Roy & Jeanne Bushoven

Leo & Susan Donnelly   

Thomas & Linda Dykhouse

John Dyk

Judy Fitzpatrick  

Dom & Geraldine Gallagher

Kathleen Gorter

John Golden *

Kevin & Donna Hoogerhyde

Clara & George Hoogenhuis

John & Elaine Keeley

Wilma Kohere

Laura & Edward Lotz

Robert A. Main & Sons, Inc.

Daniel Minkema

James & Ethel Moore   

Garret & Florence 

Nieuwenhuis

Rose Marie Ranuro 

Mark & Pamela Reitsma

Sanwa Trading Co., Inc

Philip Shore

Ronald & Marilyn 

Stonehouse

Charles & Judith Sybesma

Samuel & Marion Sybesma

Scott & Bethanne Tanis

Peter & Judith Van Grouw

David & Cynthia Visbeen

Albert & Janet Visbeen

Donald & Ethel Wisse

Dorothy Woudenberg

Sue Woudenberg

Judith Cooper 

J. Ted & Ruth Boomker

Joyce Curving

Albert G. Curving ̂

Marie De Bruin 

Beverly Byl

David H. Engelhard

Jeanne C. Engelhard

Nicholas Flaming 

Linda J. Johnson

Robert Foster 

William & Diana Coutts   

Keith & Betty Davis

Arlene & Leonard De Block

John & Anita De Korte

Steven & Anna Eichhorn

Jack & Shirley Faber

Ann Farina   

Robert & Cynthia Foster

Henrietta Fylstra

John Golden *

Kevin & Donna Hoogerhyde

Douglas & Melissa Jaarsma

Joyce & Henry Jaarsma ̂

Eleanor Karnbad   

Donald & Marion Klingen  

Dr. Andrew Korinis   

Penret Services   

Katherine & James Quinn   

Don & Marilyn Sporn *

Swerdlin Northeast, LLC   

Richard & Christine  

Van Rumpt   

C. Edward & Alida  

Van Schepen

Lois M. Veenstra

Jessie & Richard Ver Hage

Barbara Vriesema

John & Sandra Vriesema

Jean Marie Zimmerman  

Arthur Fredericks 

Betty & Edward Slump

Elsie Golden 

John Golden *

Edwin Gorter 

David & Mary Dykman

Elise Gorter 

Gerald & Janyce Bandstra *

C S Stucco & Plaster Inc. *

John Golden *

Miles & Lisa Kuperus *

Agnes Graham 

Henry & Evie Kuiken

Madeline Greydanus 

Karel & Catherine De Waal 

Malefyt

Albertus Hartog 

Carolina Hartog

John Hulsebos 

Annamae Hulsebos

Albert Johnson 

Linda J. Johnson

Henry Joustra 

John & Barbara Belanus

Paul Cino & Linda Nasta  

Ruth & Phillip De Jong

John & Kay Drukker

David & Mary Dykman

Kathleen Gorter

Florence & Bernard 

Hagedoorn

Roger & Lois Hartley

Annamae Hulsebos

Bernard & Helen Joustra

Wilma Kohere

Richard & Carol Kuiken

Ernest & June Nienhouse

Garret & Florence 

Nieuwenhuis

Passaic County Regular 

Republican Organization 

- Hawthorne Unit

Charles & Judith Sybesma

Betty Tolsma

Richard & Ruth Van Hoff

J. Arthur Larson

Nancy & John Hemrick

Louise Larson 

Garret & Florence 

Nieuwenhuis

Bernard Malda 

Garret & Florence 

Nieuwenhuis

Marvin Meeter 

Anonymous ̂

Alyce Meines 

Clix Meines +

Gertrude Minnema 

Betty & Edward Slump

Edward Nyland 

Patricia R. Christiansen   

John & Anita De Korte

Robert & Jane Fallone   

Elizabeth & Duane Fauth   

George Harms  

Construction Co.

Olive Hoagland   

Alena & Christian Kuiphoff

Lois & Paul Lyman

Wilma J. Oliphant

Gordon Pingicer  

Eileen Puck   

Jim & Mary Ann Scaia   

Richard & Phyllis Schuurman

Peter & Beatrice Spalt

Penelope Surgent  

Henry & Nanette Swordsma   

Terry & Sarah Tolle  

Bob & Laurel Van Der Wende  

Nicholas & Janet Veenstra

Thomas & Betsy Werner   

Edward Postma, Sr.

Elinor Postma

continued on page 30
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D E S I G N A T E D  G I F T S

Mae Rienstra

Ray & Donna Luyendyk

Donald & Marilyn Sporn

John Sankey 

Mark & Augusta Sankey

Cornelia & Marinus 

Schryvers

Marilyn Schryvers

Bruce Slump 

Allan & Sheri-Lynn Mulcock

Neil & Fran Slump  

Henry & Sharon Vogel

Jerry & Wanda Vogel

Jim & Audrey Vogel

John & Candy Vogel

Tom & Valarie Vogel

Gerbrand Smith 

Robert G. Smith

Martha Smith 

Leonard Allman & Jill Sipe

Alvin Stonehouse

George & Carol Bosma

Elmer & Agnes Stonehouse

Ronald & Marilyn 

Stonehouse

Stuart Struck 

Allan & Sheri-Lynn Mulcock

Garret & Florence 

Nieuwenhuis

Alice Struck

Marilyn Talsma

Lynda & Thomas Pasqueretta

Kenneth Tanis 

James & Kathleen Andreano 

Gerald & Janyce Bandstra

Clarence & Henrietta 

Belanus

John & Barbara Belanus

Theodore & Janet Belle

William & Kathleen 

Beversluis

Bert & Pat Boer

Douglas & Marianne 

Bushoven

William J. De Block

Karel & Catherine De Waal 

Malefyt

John & Kay Drukker

Thomas & Linda Dykhouse

Jack & Shirley Faber

Nancy & John Hemrick

Kevin & Donna Hoogerhyde

Henry & Carolyn Joustra

Wilma Kohere

Kenneth & Cathy Lagerveld

Ratcliffe-Lee Family

Adeline Leo

Laura & Edward Lotz

Beth & John Milkamp

Garret & Florence 

Nieuwenhuis

Lynda & Thomas Pasqueretta

Audrey & William Rentiers

Grace M. Roukema

Herbert Soodsma

John & Carolyn Steen

Cornelius & Bella Tanis

Ivan & Alice Tanis

Ruth Tanis

Elizabeth Vander Plaat

Jan Vander Goot

Albert & Janet Visbeen

Dorothy Woudenberg

Hester Van Buiten 

Charles & Marjorie Kuperus

Leroy & Phyllis Koppen  

Cassita Massiah   

Kenneth & Sharon Visbeen

Carol Van Der Wall

Carolina Hartog

Joanne Van Lenten

Stephanie Wells +

James Veenstra 

Kathy & Al Jeltema

Katherine A. Kuperus

Nancy & Michael McDonald ̂

Katherine Veenstra

Joan Vogel 

Robert Vogel

Josephine Winters 

Africa Inland Mission 

Robert & Mary Ann Bakker

David & Anita Blauvelt   

John & Anita De Korte

Peter & Donna Dykstra

Ralph & Dorothy Faasse

Granville Health System 

Wilma Kohere

Christine Metzger

Matthew & Anne Rankowitz 

Peter & Beatrice Spalt

John & Carolyn Steen

Peter & Virginia Steensma

Betty Tolsma

Laurina & Glen Vanderaa

Kathleen Venema

Michael & Randi Venema

Mary L. Winters

Marcia Zuidema 

Betty Tolsma

Lois M. Veenstra

Bonnie Zuidema

William Zuidema 

Nancy & John Hemrick

Henry & Carolyn Joustra

Lynda & Thomas Pasqueretta

� In Honor of �

Betty & Bill Almroth

55th Anniversary

Lenora Malefyt

David & June Boardman

50th Anniversary

Ted & Mary De Rose

Nicholas & Jane Lindemulder

Arthur Boonstra

80th Birthday

John & Kay Drukker

Bill Cook

80th Birthday

John & Kay Drukker

Ruth De Vries

80th Birthday

Marion Borduin

Kay Drukker

80th Birthday

Bill & Charlene Cook

John & Kay Drukker

Wilma Kohere

Raeann & Garret Dykhouse

Michael Dykhouse #

Kristin & Steven Gelenter

Garry & Anna Mae Dykstra

65th Anniversary

Clazina Douma   

Carolina Hartog

96th Birthday

John A. Hartog

Annamae Hulsebos

Kristin & Steven Gelenter

Ann Leentjes

80th Birthday

Henry & Marge Balkema

Richard & Lois Leentjes

Richard & Lois Leentjes

50th Anniversary

Leonard & Ruth Knyfd 

Wynbeek

Julia Martin

80th Birthday

John & Kay Drukker

Barbara Vander Klay

Harold & Janice Post

45th Wedding Anniversary

Henry & Lois Schuurman

Ellyn Spaak Kohrs 

Shari Spaak Van Hook 

Evan Spaak 

Debra Spaak Schroeder

in honor of my children

Peter Spaak ̂

Peter & Beatrice Spalt

50th Wedding Anniversary

John & Anita De Korte

Peter & Judith Van Grouw

55th Wedding Anniversary

George & Carol Bosma

Ronald & Marilyn 

Stonehouse

Samuel & Marion Sybesma

William & Ann Sytsma

Donald & Florence Van Hook

Jennifer Dunham  

� Bequests & 
Endowment  
Direct Gifts �

Estate of Marinus Ten Hoeve

Martha Van Hoff Education 

Fund

*  Elise Kathleen Gorter 
Endowed Scholarship 
Fund

^ Annual Fund

# Angel Fund

+ Capital Campaign

continued from page 29



We invite you to join us for a free lunch and tour of available rooms at the Home.
Please contact us today at (973) 427-4087 or info@hollandchristianhome.org.

Wouldn’t you rather visit the kids?  Or 
go sightseeing with friends?  Or take the 
grandkids to the zoo? Or volunteer at church?

Residents of the Holland Christian Home are free to 
enjoy their independence!  Free from the daily grind 
of cooking, cleaning, fixing, mending and more.  Free 
from the worry that retirement will drain their savings.

Free to spend time doing the things they love most with 
the people who mean the most to them.

Contact us today and find out more about all that Life 
Care at the Holland Christian Home has to offer.

Holland Christian Home
Since 1895, A Christian Home for Seniors
151 Graham Avenue, North Haledon NJ 07508
Phone: (973) 427-4087  Fax: (973) 427-8939
www.hollandchristianhome.org



All good things start with a smile!

We make it easy.
Inspiration • Design • Expertise

973-427-7900
1030 Goffle Road • Hawthorne

Hawthorne.BuyAbbey.com

Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1959.

Carpet • Hardwood • Laminate • Tile • Area Rugs • Window Fashions

Save with 

T.R.I.P.

Duane Faber ‘84 • Kurt Faber ‘87 • Glenn Baker ‘88

For more information scan this QR Code with your smartphone.

www.thecastlefuncenter.com  109 Brookside Avenue • Chester, N.Y. 10918 • 845.469.2116

Let The Fun  
& Memories Begin

Open Year Round! 

CorporateEvents

Family and 

Class Reunions 

Sweet 16s 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Social Celebrations

and More!

O Y

CompanyPicnics

Arcade
Batting Cages

Free Fall
Lazer Tag

Mini Bowling
Rock Wall Lazer MazeEvent Center

M

L

Ev

Ballocity Go Karts
Mini Golf



Christian Healthcare CenterHHHHeeeeeaaaaallllttttthhhhhccccccaaaaarrrreeeee CCCCeeeeennnntteeeerrrr

Convenient Offices Throughout New Jersey

Main Office: 19-01 Route 208, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410
1-800-522-4167

columbiabankonline.com
Count on Columbia. Member FDIC

   Count On 
    Our Support.



CEMENT STUCCO
STONE VENEERS
COATINGS  EIFS

INTERIOR PLASTER

STUCCO
&

PLASTER

105 INDUSTRIAL EAST 973-423-0770
CLIFTON, N.J. 07012 FAX 973-423-0111

 RON GORTER JONATHAN GORTER STEVE GORTER
 EC CLASS OF ’77 EC CLASS OF ’08 EC CLASS OF ’85

CERTIFIED INSTALLERS
NJ HIC #

13VH00033800

Caring for the needs of the 
Northern NJ Community since 1964

www.vpmemorial.com

WALDWICK PRINTING CO.
Offset, Letterpress and Digital Printing

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE COOK FAMILY SINCE 1954

1 Harrison Avenue, Waldwick, NJ
201-652-5848 print@waldwickprinting.com
Fax: 201-652-3120 www.waldwickprinting.com

Mark Your Calendar!
EC 5K

North Haledon
September 26, 2015



Ashley Furniture HomeStores

#1 Name In Furniture
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www.facebook.com/AFHSMetroNYNJ

Monday thru Saturday: 10am-9:30pm
Sundays: 11am-7pm
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Costco

95

Main Street

Nard
ozz
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W
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m
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eexit

15

80 Nardozzi Place
New Rochelle, NY

914.235.0145

Route 59

Dem
ares

t M
ill R

d

New York St Thruway

Route 59

287

87

304

304

9W

9E

Monday thru Saturday: 10am-9pm
Sundays: 11am-6pm

Planet 
Fitness

Rockland
Bakery

33 Route 304
Nanuet, NY

845.624.4680

Best
Buy

Rt 3

Pa
ter

son Pla
nk Rd. 

Monday thru Saturday: 10am-9pm
Sunday: 11am-8pm

925 Paterson Plank Rd
Secaucus, NJ
201.520.0634

Monday thru Saturday: 10am-9pm
Sunday: 11am-6pm

Rt 46 West

Ro
ut

e 
80

Only 1 Mile

561 Route 46 West
Fairfi eld, NJ
973.227.4230

Monday thru Saturday: 10am-9:30pm
Closed Sundays

Rt 17

Midland Ave

Babies
R Us

545 Route 17 South
Paramus, NJ
201.689.2450

Rt 84

Rt 211

Rt
 1

7

EXIT 120

WENDY’S

SHOP
RITE

Monday thru Saturday: 10am-9pm
Sunday: 11am-6pm

  

   
Du

nn
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ad

ENTRANCE

400 Rt 211 East Wallkill Plaza
Middletown, NY

845.343.5900

Sh
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d 7
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d

Sh
op

pi
ng

 C
t

9D

Monday thru Saturday: 10am-10pm
Sundays: 11am-7pm

9

9

South Hills
Mall

Burlington
Coat 

Factory

1895 South Road
Poughkeepsie, NY

845.298.4230

10%
OFF*

15%
OFF*

 

Expires 31/201

Ashley Furniture HomeStore
Save Today at...Save Today at...

Ashley Furniture HomeStore

any purchase of $ 99 

Expires /31/201



Wolyniec Chiropractic Group
“Health is a journey, not a destination”

Dr. Albert R. Wolyniec
Dr. Warren C. Jacoby

www.wo lyn iecch i roprac t i c . com

Join with others 
to help a child in 
eastern europe

1.888.242.8332

IN HOME AIDES

CONNIE GRAVINESE
973-595-9436

CARING FOR THE SICK AND
ELDERLY IN THEIR HOMES

V&S Floor Covering
145 Godwin Avenue Midland Park

2 0 1 - 4 4 5 - 3 31 1
www.vsf loors.net

A New Floor Makes Your Room Beautiful

Carpet, Print Stair Runners, Sheet Vinyl,
Laminate Floors, Prefinished Hardwood,
Luxury Tile, Cork & Bamboo Flooring,

Wallpaper & Hunter Douglas Window Fashions

save with t.r.i.p.save with t.r.i.p.

Committed to helping you work toward your financial goals through  
planning & objective advice. Please call us today to schedule a  

consultation to determine if we can assist you as you plan your future.

We typically work with clients with investable assets in excess of $750,000.

Andrew m. aran, cfa 

Mark d. reitsma, cfp®, cmfc 

Timothy G. Parker, CFA

Bryan D. KABOT, AAMS®

201-447-5850    www.regencywealth.com

500 North Franklin Turnpike, Suite 212, Ramsey, NJ 07446



 General Contractors 
 Additions 

 Renovations 
 Masonry Division 
 Custom Millwork 
 Owner Supervised 

 Fully Insured 
 Over 50 Years Experience 

24 E. Summit Avenue, Midland Park, NJ 07432 



Since 1912
ADDRESS: 6-02 Fair Lawn Avenue,  Fair Lawn, NJ 07410   phone: 201.796.2082

9 Locations throughout NJ & NY
w w w. k u i k e n b r o t h e r s . c o m  |  i n f o @ k u i k e n b r o t h e r s . c o m

How does a company establish a reputation as the best heating and air 
conditioning contractor serving Northern New Jersey?  

Over the past 75 years, Reiner has become the foremost name in heating 

and cooling for the residential and commercial marketplace by continually 

offering top quality products and unsurpassed dependable service.  

 

enance 

talented staff provides the expertise to keep 

your home or business comfortable year round. 

 

 

2001 - 2013 

DDDaaavvveee   LLLeeennnnnnoooxxx   AAAwwwaaarrrddd  winner for the last thirteen 
consecutive years.  

This award is only given to the TOP 25 of over 7,000 Lennox Dealers. 

 

WE WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS 
YOUR HEATING OR COOLING NEEDS WITH YOU 

 PROFESSIONAL, COURTEOUS, 

FACTORY TRAINED 

INSTALLERS 

 NATE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS 

 COMPLETE SYSTEM 

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN 

 ON PREMISE SHEET METAL 

SHOP 

 MAINTENANCE PLANS 

 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

 RADIO DISPATCHED FLEET 

 INSTALLATION TEAM 

LEAVES YOUR HOME CLEAN 

AND COMFORTABLE 

 FULLY STAFFED OFFICE 

 FINANCING AVAILABLE 

 FREE ESTIMATES 

 FULLY LICENSED AND 

INSURED 

 MEMBER BETTER BUSINESS 

BUREAU 

 NJ LIC #13VH00237400 

1 1 -0 7  R I V E R  R D  
 F A I R  L A W N  NJ  
 2 0 1 . 79 4 . 37 0 0  

7 5  O A K  S T R E T  
N O R W O O D ,  NJ  
  2 0 1 .7 6 8 .7 8 80  

1 2 7 5  B L O O M F I E L D  A V E  
F A I R F I E L D  NJ  
9 7 3 . 27 6 . 79 0 0  

www.reinerac.com 

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU: 

Ask us about Utility 

Rebates & 

Rebates available. 



Honesty. Integrity. Christian Values.



EC SPORTS

P A G E  4 0   S P R I N G  2 0 1 5

400 Wins
BY LI N DSAY HOPE '17

Barry Veenstra has achieved 400 wins during his coaching  

career. The milestone win came during a girls varsity soccer  

game in the fall. 

Veenstra began coaching in 1981. “I have been doing this a long time 

and I've coached a lot of good players,” he said. In regards to the game that 

gave him his 400th win, he added, “I was pleased with how well the team 

played. There was a nice crowd there and I wanted them to show what they 

could do. We had struggled against Manchester the first time we played 

them so it was good to see some quality defense, passing and finishing.” 

The soccer team beat Manchester in overtime 3-2 during the first meeting. 

In the second meeting that led to the 400th win, EC beat Manchester 4-0. 

“I was aware that the next win would be the 400th win, but I did not 

think anyone, except maybe my wife, was keeping track,” Veenstra said. “As 

I walked across the field to where the spectators were, I saw all the former 

players there. I was overwhelmed by their support and congratulations.”

Past and present players had a lot of encouraging words for the  

dedicated coach. Sophomore left midfielder Alyssa Botbyl described 

Coach Veenstra as “someone to look up to. I admire his time and his love 

for the sport.“ Sophomore stopper Brenna Duffy added, “He has taught 

us to reflect Christ, and to be a good sport. It’s not winning or losing,  

it is soccer. “

Sophomore goalie Brooke Van Lenten said, “Thank you for always 

believing that I can do better, and I can be a better player at all times, and 

also for being a friend and a coach.“

Mr. Veenstra is the interim athletic director for this school year, and 

also coaches girls varsity basketball. In addition to coaching, he serves as 

the high school health and physical education teacher. 

Congratulations coach! 
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That’s the Spirit

Sept. 18 was a good day to be a middle school eagle.

Fifth through eighth graders celebrated the opening of middle 

school fall athletics with a high-energy pep rally complete with games, 

music and lots of cheers. 

In addition to the typical activities expected at a pep rally, the middle 

school version included a variety of competitions in a ‘Pro. vs. Joe’ format. 

The 50-plus athletes in attendance were pitted against the rest of the school, 

competing in events such as relay races, football tosses, and ‘sky catcher’—a 

game unique to the school that involved catching a punt from Marc Spoelstra, 

physical education teacher. The teams ended the competition with a tie. 

The pep rally “creates a special time for ECMS athletes to be recognized 

for their work, but it’s much more than that when the whole school comes 

together to celebrate as a community,” says Spoelstra. “That community  

building is what makes school sports so much fun for everyone.”

The middle school celebrates with a pep rally bi-annually. The second 

rally took place in January to usher in the basketball season. 

8th grade students pose for a picture during the rally. Sixth graders Rachel Baker and Karlee Borduin

Boys Varsity Soccer: The boys finished the year with a 4-15-1 record. 
Exciting games of note included the back and forth tie with Glen Rock 
and the comeback win vs. Pompton Lakes when Jake Veenstra scored 
with 10 seconds left to tie the game before Adam Dykstra scored the 
winning shot in overtime.  

Players receiving All League recognition included juniors Jason 

Englishmen (1st Team), Sam Veenstra (2nd Team) and Richard Bruffy 
(2nd Team); and senior Danny Figueroa (Honorable Mention). Jason and 
Sam also received Honorable Mention for Passaic County.

Thank you parents, friends, alumni, and all the faithful blue and 
gold supporters for helping make this a fun season of soccer for the team. 
-Coach Marc Spoelstra

Danny Figueroa
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Girls Varsity Soccer: The girls finished with a record of 11-9-1 despite fielding the youngest lineup in team history. Five of their losses were by one goal 
to high quality programs, including Glen Rock, Pompton Lakes and Park Ridge. Exciting wins over Rutherford, Lodi, and Passaic Valley in the county 
tournament and a home win in the state tournament marked a fun season for the team. 

Sophomore Erin Vander Plaat (1st Team All League and All County) led the league and county in scoring with 26 goals. Sophomore Brianna 
Altamuro (2nd Team All League, Honorable Mention All County) led the team with 11 assists. Senior captain Lyndsey Smith (1st Team All League, 
2nd Team All County) anchored the defense in front of sophomore Brooke Van Lenten (Honorable Mention All League and County) who recorded 8 
shutouts on the season. With nine starters returning the future looks bright for the Eagles! -Coach Barry Veenstra

Girls Varsity Tennis: Coming into the season I didn’t 
know what to expect and the girls were unsure how 
they would compete in our league this year.  Feeling 
optimistic and hopeful, they realized a few weeks into 
the season that they would be a challenge for most of 
the teams they would compete with.  We ended up 
with a winning record in our league of 7-6 and an 
overall record of 10-7 (including a few non-league 
games and our state match).

I am very proud of what our team accomplished 
this year, having a few Varsity returners from last year 
and a handful of girls who hadn’t played at this level 
of competition. It was a fun and sunny season, with 
only our last game being played out in the rain. I am 
so grateful to have been the coach this year and am 
looking forward to next year.

End of season honors include: 2nd Team 
All County and 1st Team All League: Blair 
Bohuny; Honorable Mention All County: Caitlin 
Shurminsky and Rachel Schultz; Honorable 
Mention All League, Rachel Schultz. -Coach Amy 
Hulsebos

Lyndsey Smith

Blair Bohuny
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Boys Cross Country: Boys cross country finished the season 2-6, led 
by captain Carter Heerema. The season concluded with an impressive 
run at states, where the team placed 14 out of 23 teams.

“The boys improved all the way through the season. They definitely 
had their best meets at the county, EC invitational, and the state meets. 
The highlight for the guys was their state meet; everyone did great. We 
even got some personal bests,” said coach Joel Apol. 

Post season, Carter Heerema earned 2nd Team All League and 
Honorable Mention All County. 

Girls Cross Country: The girl’s record was 5-4, and the lady Eagles 
also came in eighth place during The Passaic County Cross Country 
Championships. Kelly Bosloper individually placed 20th that race, 
earning 2nd team All County. “The season was a lot of fun with lots of 
improvement. There were, however, injuries and illnesses that kept our 
team from its highest potential. A highlight for the girls was our win 
against Pompton Lakes, where we had most of the whole team with us 
that day,” said coach Joel Apol.

In addition to earning county honors, sophomore Kelly Bosloper 
earned 1st Team All League. Hannah Campbell was named Honorable 
Mention All County, and senior Erin Van Lenten led the team as captain.

Girls Varsity Volleyball: Varsity 
Volleyball ended its season at the state 
tournament level with a loss to Paul XI. 
Senior setter Jayna Van Buiten had 3 
aces and 12 assists during the final match, 
keeping EC close during the first half of 
the match.  Junior Emma Hagedoorn 
had 4 blocks and held Paul XI’s middle 
hitter at bay throughout most of the game. 
Overall, volleyball ended its season with a 
6-16 record. Jayna Van Buiten and Nicole 
Aoki took home league and county honors, 
while senior Anita Karr received honor-
able mention in the county.

Seven dedicated seniors will be gradu-
ating from the program.  We look forward 
to next year where Junior Libero Nicole 
Aoki and middle hitter Emma Hagedoorn 
will surely step up to fill some big shoes. 
-Coach Steffanie Honore

Carter Heerema

Kelly Bosloper

Emma Hagedoorn and Jayna Van Buiten
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Eastern Christian’s Got Spirit 

BY KRISTEN CASEY '17

Imagine sitting in the stands and watching a basketball home game. 

Bleachers are packed and the game is tied with a few seconds left. Then 

suddenly, the top player steals the ball and runs down the sideline. The 

crowd screams as the player takes a shot at the 3-point line. The buzzer 

goes off and – swish. The crowd goes wild as the spirit squad leads the way 

and the mascot encourages fans to their feet.

This year, students decided it was time to bring back cheerleading 

in the form of a Spirit Squad club. With about 15 members in the club, 

Alisa Engelhard started the group with the goa l of bringing more fans to 

the games. The basketball season kicked off this year with some changes 

aimed at involving more fans.

 “I hope to get fans to come to games and to be more encouraging,” 

said Engelhard. “Next year, we hope to be an athletic team.”

Freshman Lesley Bond and sophomore Ashley Silva are both 

members of the spirit squad. They are really excited to build school spirit. 

Ashley has been cheerleading since second grade for her town, Wayne, 

and for her former school. “I was going to do track but since I already do 

dance, I thought it was too much. I wanted to be more involved with the 

school,” said Ashley. Lesley said, “I 

haven’t cheered but I have danced. 

I’m looking forward to just having 

a lot of fun.” 

To prepare, the club has prac-

ticed many cheers by themselves, as 

well as with the newly formed pep 

band, an announcer, and music. 

They are cheering for both the girls 

and boys home basketball games 

and have come with many ideas 

for the season. Some of these ideas 

include selling merchandise, selling 

food, and having a team shirt-gun 

for home games. 

“I like going to games and  

supporting the school,” said Ashley. The boys get ready for their first home game.

Fans of all ages join the spirit squad in a line dance during half time.
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2014-2015 Athletic Awards
Tennis

Blair Bohuny  First Team All League 
Second Team All County

Caitlin Shurminsky  Honorable Mention All County

Rachel Schultz   Honorable Mention All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Boys' Cross Country

Carter Heerema  Second Team All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Will Fan  Honorable Mention All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Girls' Cross Country

Kelly Bosloper  First Team All League 
Second Team All County

Erin Van Lenten  Honorable Mention All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Hannah Campbell  Honorable Mention All County

Girls' Soccer

Lyndsey Smith  First Team All League 
Second Team All County

Erin Vander Plaat  First Team All League 
First Team All County

Brianna Altamuro  Second Team All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Brooke Van Lenten  Honorable Mention All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Boys' Soccer

Jason Englishmen  First Team All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Sam Veenstra  Second Team All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Richard Bruffy  Second Team All League

Danny Figueroa  Honorable Mention All League

Volleyball

Jayna Van Buiten  Second Team All League 
Second Team All County

Nicole Aoki  Honorable Mention All League 
Honorable Mention All County

Anita Karr  Honorable Mention All County

Henry Ruitenberg looks to break the tie at the free-throw line.

Jason Englishmen takes a shot while a packed student section looks on.
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DATED MATERIAL

Eastern Christian’s Mission: To provide an excellent academic education within the context of a Christian world and life view, 
in a culturally diverse and caring environment for the children of Christian families.

A Higher Level Of Banking

www.ASBNOW .com201-444-7100

Atlantic Stewardship Bank proudly supports the 
Eastern Christian School Association. Open a Personal 
or Business Checking Account and We’ll Make a 
Donation to ECSA. Please bring this ad with you. 
Accounts must be opened with a minimum of $100. 
This offer pertains to checking accounts opened 
with new money to the bank or for new accounts 
transferred from another institution. You may be 
charged a small fee for each payment you send.

Download the ASB App at or at www.asbnow.com

Just Touch And Pay Away 
ASB Popmoney is a personal payment service where you can pay virtually anyone! 
Pay Friends, Split Expenses or Send Last Minute Gifts all from your phone or tablet.
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